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Ash Wednesday                                                                                St. John’s Lutheran Church 
February 18, 2026                                                                                               Red Bud, Illinois  
PRELUDE: “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee”                 arranged by Gerald Peterson                               
INVOCATION:                                     
L: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:                                             Based upon Job 19:23-27 
L: Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll. 
C: That they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!  
L: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  
C: And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God. 
L: I myself will see him with my own eyes, I, and not another.  How my heart yearns within 

me! 
ALL: I know that my Redeemer lives!  
PROCESSIONAL HYMN:                   “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” (LSB 440, vs. 1-4) 

Please turn to follow the cross as it makes its way from the narthex to the chancel. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY ADDRESS: 
P: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the church begins a holy 
 season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the 
 holy sufferings and death of our Lord  Jesus Christ. From ancient times the season of Lent 
 has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a 
 faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. Let us 
 pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of 
 His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter 
 with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 
 
(6:30 p.m.) LITANY:                                                                                                      (LSB 288)  
L: O Lord,      C: have mercy. 
L: O Christ,      C: have mercy. 
L: O Lord,      C: have mercy. 
L: O Christ,      C: hear us. 
L: God the Father in heaven,   C: have mercy. 
L: God the Son, Redeemer of the world,  C: have mercy. 
L: God the Holy Spirit,    C: have mercy. 
L: Be gracious to us.     C: Spare us, good Lord. 
L: Be gracious to us.     C: Help us, good Lord. 
L: From all sin, from all error, from all evil; From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from 
 sudden and evil death; From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition 
 and from rebellion; From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and 
 from everlasting death: 
C: Good Lord, deliver us. 
L: By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; By Your baptism, fasting, 
 and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your 
 precious death and burial; By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming 
 of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
L: In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the 
 day of judgment: 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
L: We poor sinners implore You   C: to hear us, O Lord. 
L: To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of 
 Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to 
 sustain them in holy living; To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring 
 into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived; To beat down Satan under our 
 feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your 
 grace and Spirit: 
C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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L; To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 
 weakhearted and the distressed: 
C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L: To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to 
 give our country Your protection in every time of need; To direct and defend our 
 [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all our 
 people; To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect 
 and guide all who travel; To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant 
 children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and 
 provide for them; To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those 
 in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 
C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L: To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and 
 preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C: we implore You to hear us. 
L: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
L: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
L: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: grant us Your peace. 
L: O Christ,   C: hear us. 
L: O Lord,   C: have mercy. 
L: O Christ,   C: have mercy. 
L: O Lord,   C: have mercy. Amen.                
 
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES: 
The ancient custom of placing ashes on the worshipper’s forehead (or back of the hand) serve as 
a reminder of our mortality, and death. We are reminded that we all bear the guilt of Adam’s 
Fall, and so will die and lie in the dust of death. If you so desire to receive ashes, please come 
forward down the main aisle and return to your pew by the side aisles. Those who are unable to 
come forward have the option to receive the ashes while sitting in the pew. Please inform an 
Usher or Elder. As one receives the imposition of the ashes in the sign of the cross either on the 
forehead or the back of the hand, the sign of the cross pastor will speak the words of the 
imposition, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return”, in full assurance of faith, 
you then reply “Christ died for me.” During this time the choir will sing and all are invited to 
meditate on Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143 in the front part of the hymnal. 
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(6:30 p.m.) ANTHEM:                                                                        “Jesu, Blessed Jesu” Choir 
Jesu, Blessed Jesu who died there for me, Jesu, blessed Jesu upon on that dark tree. 

Savior, blessed Savior who died in my place, do have mercy,  
do have mercy and grant me thy grace. 

Jesu, blessed Jesu who suffered for me, Jesu, blessed Jesu upon Calvary.  
Savior, blessed Savior who stood in my place, do have mercy,  

do have mercy and grant me thy grace. 
Grant us Thy grace. Amen. 

(6:30 p.m.) ANTHEM:                                                                                 “Rock of Ages” Choir 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, Be of sin the double cure,  
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

Could my tears forever flow, Could my zeal no languor know, All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone; Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, When my eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to world’s unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:                                                         
P: O Lord, our Lord.  
C:  You are compassionate beyond comparison. 
P:  Loving beyond imagination. 
C:  And faithful beyond our betrayal.  
P:  Just as David declares, “My sin is ever before me.”  
C:  We, too, admit our transgressions.  
P:  We have become stained with wrongdoing. 
C:  Sacrificing the goodness of your love for the fleeting wealth of this world.  
P:  We have abandoned your commandments.  
C:  Caring less for your creation and more for our own ambitions.  
P:  Wash us clean, O God of mercy, and deliver us from ourselves.  
C:  Help us hear your voice calling us back. 
P:  Remind us of your love bringing us home. 
C:  And renew our spirits that we might trust you with our whole hearts.  
P:  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I announce to you God’s marvelous and 

amazing grace. You are forgiven, forever, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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HYMN:                                                  “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” (LSB 440, vs. 5-6) 

 

 

 

  
COLLECT:                                           
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:  And also with you.   
P:  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you despise nothing you have made and 
 forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting 
 our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from you full pardon and 
 forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,  who lives and reigns with you and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
ALL: Amen.                                                                                      
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING:                                                                               Job 1:1–12 
P: 1There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and 

upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 2There were born to him seven 
sons and three daughters. 3He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 
500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the 
people of the east. 4His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his 
day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5And 
when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and 
he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of 
them all. For Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their 
hearts.” Thus Job did continually. 6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. 7The Lord said to 
Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to 
and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 8And the Lord said to Satan, 
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“Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless 
and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” 9Then Satan answered the 
Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 10Have you not put a hedge around him 
and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, 
and his possessions have increased in the land. 11But stretch out your hand and touch all 
that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” 12And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all 
that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went 
out from the presence of the Lord. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.  
HOLY GOSPEL:                                                                                                   Luke 4:1–13 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.         C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 

wilderness 2for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those 
days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4And Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 5And the devil took him up and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6and said to him, “To you I will give 
all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I 
will. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’” 9And he 
took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, “‘He will command 
his angels concerning you, to guard you,’ 11and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you strike your foot against a stone.’” 12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not 
put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13And when the devil had ended every temptation, he 
departed from him until an opportune time. 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.         C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH:                                                             Nicene Creed (p 206) 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
LUTHER’S EXPLANATION OF THE 2ND ARTICLE:                                               (p 322) 
Redemption 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 
of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased 
and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, 
but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His 
own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, 
and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
This is most certainly true. 
 
SERMON: “Job: Blessed be the Name of the Lord” 
 
OFFERTORY:                     “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee” (LSB 750, vs. 1, 5, & 7) 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
L:  Lord God, sometimes our hearts are glazed over and hardened by grief.  
C:  We wonder in the middle of our pain whether we can trust you or not.  
L:  Sometimes, we even wonder if you are our enemy.  
C:  Help us take a long look at your love you give us in Jesus Christ.  
L:  Help us make a choice for faith instead of despair.  
C:  Help us see that the hand you offer us is one that is scarred with pain.  
L:  Help us accept the comfort given by Christ’s bleeding love.  
C:  Because we can’t see you, O God, help us listen, and listen closely. 
L:  For your words give hope to the hopeless, courage to the fearful and joy to the downcast.  
C:  Chiefly let us hear and believe these words, “Take, eat, this is my body. Take, drink, 
 this is my blood.”  
L:  In your holy name we pray, Jesus.  
C:  Amen.  

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE:                                                                            (LSB 208)                  
P:      The Lord be with you. 
C:      And also with you. 
P:       Lift up your hearts. 
C:       We lift them to the Lord. 
P:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:       It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
SANCTUS:                                                                                        “Holy, Holy, Holy” (LSB 208)  

 

 

 

  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & LORD’S PRAYER:                                         (LSB 209) 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  
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In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 
forbidden fruit, and you justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, 
in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:   

C: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will 
 be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 
 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
 temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen.  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:                                                                                   (LSB 209) 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
 given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ✠ 
 body, which is given for you. This do  in remembrance of Me.” 
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 
 it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠ blood, 
 which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
 remembrance of Me.”  
PAX DOMINI:                                                                                                                                                            (LSB 209) 
P:      The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:     Amen.  
AGNUS DEI:                                                                                        “Lamb of God” (LSB 210) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  
 

(8:30 a.m.) ANTHEM:                                          “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” 8th Grade Bells 
(8:30 a.m.) ANTHEM:                                      “What Wondrous Love Is This?” 8th Grade Bells 
 

“Just As I Am, without One Plea” (LSB 570) 

 

 

  
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
“I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (LSB 606) 
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“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” (LSB 609) 

 

 

 

  
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 
    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive.  
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6 Now my conscience is at peace; 
    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive.  
7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive.  

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:                                               “Nunc Dimittis” (LSB 211) 

 

 

 

 

 

   
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:   
P:  Let us pray.      
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P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C:  Amen.  
BENEDICTION:                                                                                             Based upon Job 1:21                                                                                                              
L:  The LORD gives. 
C:  And the LORD takes away. 
L:  Blessed be the name of the LORD.  
C:  Yes, blessed be the name of the LORD!  
L:  And so we go forth confidently in the name of our LORD. 
C:  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
ALL: Amen.                                                                                                           
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN:                       “Abide with Me” (LSB 878, vs. 1 & 6) 

Please follow the cross as it makes its way from the chancel to the narthex. 

 

 

 

  
POSTLUDE: “Abide with Me”                                                  arranged by David W. Cherwien  
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