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St. John’s Lutheran Church, Red Bud, Illinois       

Midweek Lenten Service I; March 9, 2022, 7 p.m. 

“Witnesses to Christ” 

Pre-Service Hymn Sing 

Prelude: “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” arranged by Paul Soulek 

The Ringing of the Bell calls us to holy worship. 

Opening Versicles for Lent: (please stand if you are able)  

P: Now is the time of God’s favor;  C: now is the day of salvation. 

P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,C: that the light of Your face may shine upon us. 

P: May Your justice shine like the sun;  C: and may the poor be lifted up. 

Hymn: 891 “O Light Whose Splendor” 

 

 

 

 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012179. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  (please be seated) 
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The Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 103:1-5, 11-13 

P: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,  C: bless His holy name! 

 

P: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits,  

C: who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases 

 

P: who redeems your life from the pit, C: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,  

P: who satisfies you with good C: so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

P: For as high as the heavens are above the earth,  

C: so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; 

 

P: as far as the east is from the west, C: so far does He remove our transgressions from us. 

P: As a father shows compassion to his children,  

C: so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear Him. 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

 beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The Readings and Responses:  

Proverbs 11:24-28 One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; 

    another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. 
25 Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, 

    and one who waters will himself be watered. 
26 The people curse him who holds back grain, 

    but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it. 
27 Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor, 

    but evil comes to him who searches for it. 
28 Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, 

    but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

 

2nd Corinthians 9:6-12 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has 

decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things 

at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever.” 
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 

for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every 

way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For 
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the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also 

overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.      

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

(please stand if you are able) 

John 12:1-11 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus 

was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for Him there. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with Him at table. 3 Mary therefore took a 

pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped 

His feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas 

Iscariot, one of His disciples (he who was about to betray Him), said, 5 “Why was this 

ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because 

he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he 

used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may 

keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not 

always have Me.”  
9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on 

account of Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief 

priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of Him many of the 

Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

P: In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C: But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

(please be seated) Theme Hymn: 531 “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” 
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Public domain 

 

Sermon: “Witnesses to Christ: Mary, Sister of Lazarus and Martha” 

 

The Response: (tune: “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”) 

Jesus, take this heart of mine, Make it pure and wholly Thine: 

On the cross You died for me, I will ev-er live with Thee. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. (repeat) 

 

The Passion History Reading: I. “The Lord’s Supper” 

 

Hymn: 933 “My Soul Rejoices” 
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(please stand if you are able) 

The Litany:  

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above…  C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world.. C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house…   C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our pastors and teachers… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our public servants….  C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, …  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For those who bring offerings… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For favorable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth,…C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our deliverance from any and all who would try to harm us… C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ let us give thanks to the Lord.

      C: Thanks be to God. 

P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. (silence) 

P: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and 

 our whole life to Christ, our Lord. C: To You, O Lord. 

P: O God, from whom…God forever. C: Amen. 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P: Let us bless the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C: Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

you.  C: Amen.  

 

Closing Hymn: 433 “Glory Be to Jesus” 

 

 
5 Oft as earth exulting  Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood! Public domain 
 

Postlude: “The Rock of Salvation”    arranged by Franklin Ritter   



7 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Serving Us in Worship Today 

Preacher: Pastor Mark Nebel       Reader: Elder Eric Fritsche 

 Organist: Mrs. Lindsey Hudak        Acolyte: Case Hess 

  

 


