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St. John’s Lutheran Church, Red Bud, Illinois       

Midweek Lenten Service II; March 16, 2022, 7 p.m. 

“Witnesses to Christ” 

Pre-Service Hymn Sing 

Prelude: “O Light Whose Splendor” arranged by Franklin D. Ashdown  

The Ringing of the Bell calls us to holy worship. 

Opening Versicles for Lent: (please stand if you are able)  

P: Now is the time of God’s favor;  C: now is the day of salvation. 

P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,C: that the light of Your face may shine upon us. 

P: May Your justice shine like the sun;  C: and may the poor be lifted up. 

Hymn: 891 “O Light Whose Splendor” 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  (please be seated) 
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The Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 69 

P: Answer me, O Lord, for Your steadfast love is good; 

C: according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

P: Save me, O God! For the waters have come up to my neck. 

C: I sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold; 

P: I have come into deep waters, and the flood sweeps over me. 

C: I am weary with my crying out: my throat is parched. 

P: My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God. 

C: Deliver me from sinking into the mire; 

P: let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 

C: Draw near to my soul, redeem me; ransom me from my enemies. 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

 beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The Readings and Responses:  

Isaiah 53:1-5 Who has believed what he has heard from us? 

    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before Him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

2nd Corinthians 1:1-5 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of 

Achaia: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 

comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who 

are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For 

as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in 

comfort too.  P: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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(please stand if you are able) 

John 18:1-11 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples across the 

brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, 

who betrayed Him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with His disciples. 3 So 

Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that 

would happen to Him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They 

answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am He.” Judas, who betrayed Him, 

was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the 

ground. 7 So He asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of 

Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. So, if you seek Me, let these men 

go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that He had spoken: “Of those whom You gave Me I have 

lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's 

servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to 

Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given Me?” 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

P: In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C: But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

(please be seated) Theme Hymn: 436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

 

 

 



4 

 

 
 

Sermon: “Witnesses to Christ: Malchus” 

 

The Response: (tune: “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”) 

Jesus, take this heart of mine, Make it pure and wholly Thine: 

On the cross You died for me, I will ev-er live with Thee. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

The Passion History Reading: II. “Gethsemane” 

 

Hymn: 933 “My Soul Rejoices” 
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(please stand if you are able) 

The Litany:  

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.      C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation…  C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship…C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our pastors and teachers in Christ, for all servants… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our public servants, for the government and those who… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health and… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ let us give thanks to the Lord.

          C: Thanks be to God. 

P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. (silence for meditation) 

P: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and 

 our whole life to Christ, our Lord.    C: To You, O Lord. 

P: O God, from whom come all holy desires…God forever. C: Amen. 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, …the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P: Let us bless the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
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courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C: Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

you. C: Amen.  

 

Closing Hymn: 729 “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” 

 

 
 

5 I am trusting Thee for power;  Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me  Must prevail. 

 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;  Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever  And for all.  Public domain 

 
 

Postlude: “Christ Is the World’s Redeemer”    arranged by Kenneth T. Kosche  

  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Serving Us in Worship Today 

Preacher/liturgist: Pastor Mark Nebel       Reader: Elder Eric Fritsche 

 Organist: Mrs. Lindsey Hudak        Acolyte: Emily Bowles 
 

OUR PTL DINNER AUCTION is this Saturday at 6 p.m. at the Hecker Community Club. 

Ticket forms are on the tables in the entryway. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES continue next Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. The 

Lenten supper (spaghetti, salad and garlic bread) will be served at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. The theme for next Wednesday’s service is “Witnesses to Christ: Peter.” 


