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St. John’s Lutheran Church, Red Bud, Illinois       

Midweek Lenten Service III; March 23, 2022, 7 p.m. 

“Witnesses to Christ” 

Pre-Service Hymn Sing 

Prelude: “St. Clement”  setting by J. Wayne Kerr  

The Ringing of the Bell calls us to holy worship. 

Opening Versicles for Lent: (please stand if you are able)  

P: Now is the time of God’s favor;  C: now is the day of salvation. 

P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,C: that the light of Your face may shine upon us. 

P: May Your justice shine like the sun;  C: and may the poor be lifted up. 

Hymn: 891 “O Light Whose Splendor” 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  (please be seated) 
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The Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 118 

P: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to 

the LORD. 

C: This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 

P: You have answered me and have become my salvation. 

C: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

P: This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

C: This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P: Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

C: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

P: We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

C: The LORD is God, and He has made His light to shine upon us. 

P: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; 

C: You are my God; I will extol You. 

P: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 

C: for His steadfast love endures forever! 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.    

 
The Readings and Responses:  

Isaiah 59:12-14 For our transgressions are multiplied before You, and our sins testify against 

 us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities: 
13 transgressing, and denying the LORD, and turning back from following our God,  

 speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. 
14 Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands far away; for truth has stumbled in the 

 public squares, and uprightness cannot enter. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

 

1st John 2:21-25 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know 

it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the 

Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the 

Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you heard 

from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, 

then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that He made 

to us—eternal life. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

(please stand if you are able) 

John 18:12-27 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested 

Jesus and bound Him. 13 First they led Him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law 

of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that 

it would be expedient that one man should die for the people. 
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Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the 

high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood 

outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and 

spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl 

at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's disciples, are you?” He said, “I 

am not.” 18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and 

they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 

warming himself. 
19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about His disciples and His teaching. 20 Jesus 

answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and 

in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask 

Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When He 

had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is 

that how You answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear 

witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike Me?” 24 Annas then 

sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are 

not one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of 

the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in 

the garden with Him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

P: In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C: But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

(please be seated) Theme Hymn: 575 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
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Sermon: “Witnesses to Christ: Peter” 

 

The Response: (tune: “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”) 

Jesus, take this heart of mine, Make it pure and wholly Thine: 

On the cross You died for me, I will ev-er live with Thee. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

The Passion History Reading: III. “The Palace of the High Priest” 

 

Hymn: 933 “My Soul Rejoices” 
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(please stand if you are able) 

The Litany:  

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.      C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation…  C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship…C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our pastors and teachers in Christ, for all servants… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our public servants, for the government and those who… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health and… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and… C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ let us give thanks to the Lord.

          C: Thanks be to God. 

P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. (silence for meditation) 

P: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and 

 our whole life to Christ, our Lord.    C: To You, O Lord. 
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P: O God, from whom come all holy desires…God forever. C: Amen. 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, …the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P: Let us bless the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C: Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

you. C: Amen.  

 

Closing Hymn: 427 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
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Postlude: “Rathbun”    setting by Ithamar Conkey    

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Serving Us in Worship Today 

Preacher/liturgist: Pastor Mark Nebel       Reader: Elder Eric Fritsche 

 Organist: Mrs. Joan Ruwald        Acolyte: Barrett Wagner 
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES continue next Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. The 

Lenten supper (Mexican) will be served at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The theme for 

next Wednesday’s service is “Witnesses to Christ: Barabbas.” 


