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St. John’s Lutheran Church- Red Bud, Illinois

New Year’s Eve

December 31, 2020

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S! At the end of one year and the beginning of another our God calls us
to put our trust in Him for our lives. We gather together to praise the great name of Jesus Christ who
is our Savior for every year of our lives.
WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION THIS EVENING: In this Supper of our Lord we receive
the true body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ in, with and under the bread and wine for the
forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. As this sacrament is a sign of our common
confession of the Christian faith, we welcome to the Lord’s Table all those who are confirmed
members of congregations of our Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The cups of white wine in the
center of the tray are non-alcoholic wine for those who prefer this option.

“A Service of Praise at the Changing of the Year”
THE PRELUDE: AND THE RINGING OF THE BELL calls us to joyful worship.

OPENING HYMN: 370 “What Child Is This”
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(please stand if you are able)
THE CALL TO WORSHIP: (selections from Psalm 90)
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
P: Lord, You have been our dwelling place
C: throughout all generations.
P: Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the earth and the world,
C: from everlasting to everlasting You are God.
P: You turn men back to dust,
C: saying, “Return to dust, O sons of men.”
P: For a thousand years in Your sight are like a day that has just gone by,
C: or like a watch in the night.
P: The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have the strength;
C: yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly
away.
P: Teach us to number our days aright,
C: that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
P: Satisfy us in the morning with Your unfailing love,
C: that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
P: Make us glad for as many days as You have afflicted us,
C: for as many years as we have seen trouble.
P: May Your deeds be shown to Your servants,
C: Your splendor to their children.
P: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
C: establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our
hands.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY:
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray: O Lord God, heavenly Father, because You sent Your onlybegotten Son to this world for our salvation and gave Him the name Jesus, grant
that we may begin the new year trusting in His saving name and live all our days
in His service to the praise and glory of His holy name; C: in the name of Jesus
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen. (please be seated)
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 30:15-17
For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel,
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your
strength.” But you were unwilling, 16 and you said,
“No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away;
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift.
17
A thousand shall flee at the threat of one;
at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left
like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill.
P: This is the Word of our Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 8:31b-39
If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son
but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all
things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.
34
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who
was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
35
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
P: This is the Word of our Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
THE GRADUAL:
P: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
C: Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth;
P: The Lord has made known His salvation;
C: His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations.
THE GOSPEL READING: (please stand if you are able)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter.
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C: Glory to You, O Lord.
(Jesus said) “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be
like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast,
so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks.
37
Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.
Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at
table, and he will come and serve them.
38
If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake,
blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be
broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect.”
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
OUR NEW YEAR’S PROFESSION OF FAITH: (in unison)
I believe in God the Father almighty, who made heaven, earth and all
things, and who provides and cares for His creation every day of every year.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, whose miraculous birth,
painful death, and glorious resurrection from the dead make us new and
redeemed creatures through faith in Him and offer to us the hope of
everlasting life.
I believe in the Holy Spirit who gives us new life every day through the
water of our baptism and makes us part of the Holy Christian Church here
in time and also in the timeless world to come. Amen. (please be seated)
HYMN OF THE DAY: 733 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
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Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day.
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O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! Public domain

SERMON: “God’s Faithfulness: Our Comfort at the Turn of the Year” Joshua 23:14
(Joshua said) “And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your
hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that
the LORD your God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them
has failed.”

THE CONFESSION OF OUR SINS: (please stand if you are able)
P: As we reflect on the past year, we know that we have done wrong, O God.
C: Against You only have we sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, O Lord.

P: As we look upon all of our deeds we confess that we have sinned and fallen
short of Your glory, O God.
C: Hide Your face from our sins and blot out our iniquities, O Lord.
P: As we come to the beginning of a new year, we sincerely repent of the sins we
have committed, O God.
C: Do not cast us from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from us, O Lord.

P: For this new year we look to Your mercy and ask for Your forgiveness, O God.
C: Cleanse us with hyssop and we will be clean; wash us and we will be
whiter than snow, O Lord.
P: Strengthen our faith to do Your will and walk in Your ways this coming year,
O God.
C: Create in us a pure heart and renew a steadfast spirit within us, O Lord.
GOD’S FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS:
P: Our heavenly Father, in His boundless mercy, has heard our cries of
helplessness in sin and has sent to us a Deliverer, His Son, Jesus Christ, to rescue
us from eternal death. In His place and by His command, as a called and ordained
servant of His Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of
the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION:
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts in praise to God. C: We lift them to the Lord.
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is good and right so to do.
P: It is good, right and proper for us always to give You thanks, holy Lord and
gracious Father, through Jesus Christ, who by His resurrection triumphed over
death bringing to us eternal life. Therefore, with all the saints and angels in
heaven we glorify Your mighty name, saying:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of Your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
THE LORD’S PRAYER: (sung to the tune: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”)
Our Fa-ther, Lord on heav’ns high throne
Most ho-ly be Your name.
Your king-dom come. Your will be done
On earth—in heav’n the same.
Give us this day the food we need; For-giv-en may we be;
In-to temp-ta-tion do not lead; From e-vil set us free.
Yours is the king-dom; un-to You In grate-ful love we bow;
And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view
Your might-y pres-ence now.
The glo-ry Yours; Your praise be sung
By an-gel hosts and men
In ev’-ry land, by ev’-ry tongue For-ev-er-more! A-men.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P: …The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you. (please be seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:
390 “Let Us All With Gladsome Voice”
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880 “Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow”
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My loved ones, rest securely, For God this night will surely
From peril guard your heads. Sweet slumbers may He send you
And bid His hosts attend you And through the night watch o’er your beds.
899 “Across the Sky the Shades of Night”
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Then, gracious God, in years to come, We pray Your hand may guide us,
And, onward through our journey home, Your mercy walk beside us
Until at last our ransomed life Is safe from peril, toil, and strife
When heav’n itself shall hide us.

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012179. Public domain

PRAYER AT THE CHANGE OF THE YEAR: (please stand)
P: O Lord God, You have guided us through this past year by Your grace. Your
mercies were new to us every day. You have strengthened us in faith through
Your Word and Sacraments. As we begin a new year of life in Your name, we
ask for Your continued blessings upon us and all we do. By the power of Your
Holy Spirit enable us to use our lives as a witness for Your glory;
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C: through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THE BENEDICTION:
P: May the God of all grace, the Father, the (+) Son and the Holy Spirit keep you
as His redeemed people every day of this new year.
C. Amen. Fill our lives this new year, O Triune God! Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: 887 “Now the Light Has Gone Away”

THE POSTLUDE:
++++++++++++++++++
Serving Us in Worship This Evening
Preacher: Pastor Clifford Adair Liturgist: Pastor Mark Nebel
Organist: Mrs. Lindsey Hudak Acolyte: Cadin Voss
WE WISH YOU A JOYOUS NEW YEAR UNDER GOD’S BLESSINGS!
Pastor Mark and Cindy Nebel and their family
OUR NEW YEAR’S DAY Matins Service is tomorrow at 10 a.m. It will be a totally
different service from this evening.
OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2021 are available on the table in the Fellowship Hall. If you
do not find your box of envelopes please call the church office.
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PORTALS OF PRAYER for the first quarter of 2021 are available in the entryway.
DAY SCHOOL resumes for the third quarter on Monday, January 4, at 8:05 a.m.
OUR MONTHLY afternoon Holy Communion service will be Thursday, January 7 at 2 p.m.
MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST is Saturday, January 9, at 7 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We
are studying the book of Job.

As the Old Year Ends…
We Thank God for
His Goodness in the Past.
As THE NEw YEAr BEgiNs…
We Ask God to
Bless Us in the Future.
Our Lord Has and Will
Continue to Bless Us
Through His Son,
Our Savior Jesus Christ.

