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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL Red Bud, Illinois 

Midweek Advent Service I, December 2, 2020 7 p.m.  

Order of Worship: Evening Prayer, page 243ff. 

Pre-service Christmas Carol: “The First Noel” 

1. The first No-el the an-gel did say 

Was to cer-tain poor shep-herds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they  lay, keep-ing their sheep, 

On a cold win-ter’s night that was so deep. 

Refrain: No-el, No-el, No-el, No-el! Born is the King of Is-ra-el. 

 

2. They look-ed up and saw a star 

Shin-ing in the east be-yond them far; 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it con-tin-ued both day and night. (refrain) 

 

3. This star drew near to the north-west, 

O’er Beth-le-hem it took its rest; 

And there it did both stop and stay 

Right o-ver the place where Je-sus lay. (refrain) 

 

“Oh, How Joyfully” 

1. Oh, how joy-ful-ly, Oh, how mer-ri-ly 

Christ-mas comes with its grace di-vine! 

Grace a-gain is beam-ing, Christ the world re-deem-ing: 

 Hail, ye Christ-ians, hail the joy-ous Christ-mas-time! 

 

2. Oh, how joy-ful-ly, Oh, how mer-ri-ly 

Christ-mas comes with its peace di-vine! 

Peace on earth is reign-ing, Christ our peace re-gain-ing: 

 Hail, ye Christ-ians, hail the joy-ous Christ-mas-time! 

 

3. Oh, how joy-ful-ly, Oh, how mer-ri-ly 

Christ-mas comes with its life di-vine! 

An-gels high in glo-ry Chant the Christ-mas sto-ry: 

 Hail, ye Christ-ians, hail the joy-ous Christ-mas-time! 

 

The Prelude: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” arranged by Rudolph Moser 

The Ringing of the Bell calls us to holy worship. 

Opening Hymn: 357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
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6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!  Public domain 

Service of Light Please stand if you are able 
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Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

Cong. (sung) the light no dark-ness can o-ver-come. 

P: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening. 

C: (sung) and the day is al-most o-ver. 

P: Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C: (sung) and il-lu-mine Your Church. 

Phos Hilaron  

P: Joy-ous light of glo-ry: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Light 

P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 

Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and 

You love Your whole creation  

C   and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Please be seated Psalmody: Psalm 141  
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L Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 

loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the 

Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. C Amen. 

 

The Responsive Psalm Reading: Psalm 40:1, 3, 13, 16-17 

P: I waited patiently for the Lord; 

C: He inclined to me and heard my cry. 

P: He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 

C: May will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 

P: Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me! 

C: O Lord, make haste to help me! 

P: But may all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; 

C: May those who love Your salvation say continually, “Great is the Lord!” 

P: As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me. 

C: You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God! 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

 beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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The Readings and Responses:  

Hebrews 2:14-18 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself 

likewise partook of the same things, that through death He might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject 

to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that He helps, but He helps the offspring of 

Abraham. 17 Therefore He had to be made like His brothers in every respect, so that He might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the 

sins of the people. 18 For because He Himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to help 

those who are being tempted. L: O Lord, have mercy on us. C: Thanks be to God. 

(please stand if you are able) Luke 1:1-4; 2:1-4 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile 

a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the 

beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed 

good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 

account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the 

things you have been taught….In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child.  L: O Lord, have mercy on us. C: Thanks be to God. 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. (please be seated) 

 

THEME HYMN: 353 “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” 
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Sermon: “Jesus Came” 

 

Magnificat: 933 “My Soul Rejoices” 
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© 1991 Stephen P. Starke Public domain; admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012179. 

 

Prayer: page 249 Please stand if able (spoken) 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord:  C   Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our synodical and district president, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the 

Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 

L For our nation’s president, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect 

us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:   

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 
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abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord:  

C  Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who are ill and seeking your healing and those who are suffering from natural and 

manmade turmoil [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here]  let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Silence for individual prayer 

 L  Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our 

 whole life to Christ, our Lord:  

C   To You, O Lord. 

 

Collect For Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction  

P Let us bless the Lord. C (sung) Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the (+) Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. C (sung) Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn:  877 “God, Who Made the Earth and Heavens” (sing “A-men”) 
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Public domain 

Postlude: “Fugue in G Minor”      arranged by J.S. Bach  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Serving Us in Worship Today 

Preacher/Liturgist: Pastor Mark Nebel  

Organist: Mrs. Lindsey Hudak 

Acolyte: Samantha Kuehner 

 

MIDWEEK ADVENT services continue next Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. under our 

theme, “The Three-fold Coming of Christ.” Next week we will focus on “Christ Comes” to us 

in His Word and Sacraments. 


