
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH-Red Bud, Illinois 

Adult Bible Class- “Justification and Sanctification” (continued) 

Large Catechism, Part II, “The Creed” 

“Neither you nor I could ever know anything about Christ, or believe in Him and receive Him as 

Lord, unless these were offered to us and bestowed on our hearts through the preaching of the gospel 

by the Holy Spirit. The work is finished and completed; Christ has acquired and won the treasure for 

us by His sufferings, death and resurrection, etc. But if the work remained hidden so that no one 

know of it, it would have been all in vain, all lost. In order that this treasure might not remain buried 

but be put to use and enjoyed, God has caused the Word to be published and proclaimed, in which 

He has given the Holy Spirit to offer and apply to us this treasure, this redemption. Therefore being 

made holy is nothing else than bringing us to the Lord Christ to receive this blessing, to which we 

could not have come by ourselves.” Paragraphs 38-39 (Kolb, page 436) 

“Meanwhile, because holiness has begun and is growing daily, we await the time when our flesh 

will be put to death, will be buried with all its uncleanness, and will come forth gloriously and arise 

to complete and perfect holiness in a new, eternal life. Now, however, we remain only halfway pure 

and holy. The Holy Spirit must always work in us through the Word, granting us daily forgiveness 

until we attain to that life where there will be no more forgiveness. In that life there will be only 

perfectly pure and holy people, full of integrity and righteousness, completely freed from sin, death 

and all misfortune, living in new, immortal and glorified bodies. All this, then, is the office and work 

of the Holy Spirit, to begin and daily increase holiness on earth through these two means, the 

Christian church and the forgiveness of sins. Then, when we pass from this life, in the blink of an 

eye He will perfect our holiness and will eternally preserve us in it…” paragraphs 57-59 (Kolb, 

pages 438-439) 

 

Formula of Concord, Epitome, Article IV, “Concerning Good Works” (Kolb, pages 498-499) 

“Good works follow from true faith as certainly and without doubt as fruit from a good tree. 

We also believe, teach and confess that at the same time, good works must be completely excluded 

from any questions of salvation as well as from the article on our justification before God (Romans 

4:6-8 and Ephesians 2:8-9). 

All people, particularly those who have been reborn and renewed through the Holy Spirit, are 

obligated to do good works. 

We also believe, teach and confess that not our works, but only God’s Spirit, working through faith, 

preserves faith and salvation in us. Good works are a testimony of His presence and indwelling.” 

 

Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III, Section 1 “Sanctification Defined” 

“In its wide sense, sanctification comprises all that the Holy Ghost does in separating man from sin 

and making him again God’s own, so that he may live for God and serve Him. It includes the 

bestowal of faith, justification, sanctification as the inner transformation of man, perseverance in 

faith, and the complete renewal on Judgment Day…In its narrow sense, sanctification designates the 

internal spiritual transformation of the believer or the holiness of life which follows upon 

justification…Sanctification is here taken as the new spiritual nature, created through justification, 

while the good works are the acts flowing from this new nature…In another respect good works are 

identical with sanctification, since sanctification in concreto takes place through the performance of 

good acts, the believer avoiding, internally and externally, the evil and accomplishing, internally and 

externally, the good.” (pages 3-5) 



Section 2, “The Essential Difference Between Sanctification and Justification” 

“Justification takes place outside man. God declares a man righteous who in himself is not righteous, 

but unrighteous, “ungodly.” But the sanctification which follows upon justification, is a divine 

action within man. In sanctification God changes the unrighteous into a righteous man.” (page 6)  

 

Section 3, “The Relation of Justification to Sanctification” 

“There is an inseparable connection between justification and sanctification; where there is 

justification, there is in every case also sanctification. But the cart must not be placed before the 

horse, that is, sanctification must not be placed before justification, but must be left in its proper 

place as the consequence and effect of justification.” (page 7) 

“Scripture teaches that wherever the Holy Ghost works faith in the Gospel in a man, He immediately 

works also sanctification and good works in that same man through that faith. Though justification 

precedes sanctification, they both take place at the same time. It is therefore correct to say that where 

there is no sanctification, there is also no faith.” (page 8) 

“Scripture strongly emphasizes the fact that sanctification is indissolubly connected with 

justification. We may not be able to explain fully the “psychological connection” between these two 

occurrences, but the fact that they are closely connected is clearly stated in Scripture…Convince a 

man of this wondrously great love of God for him, and he cannot help loving God in return and 

avoiding sin for the sake of his love to God. And God knows how to convince and assure man of His 

great love….He simply presents this great love as a fact, and by this preaching of the Gospel the 

Holy Ghost creates faith in the love of God….And when this faith in the Gospel, faith in the love of 

God in Christ, has been kindled in man’s heart, he will, as a matter of course, love God and hate sin. 

Thus there is a “psychological connection” between justification and sanctification.” (pages 9-10) 

“When the Holy Ghost has created faith in the heart He does not cease working, but through faith He 

continues His work in the heart; from within He sustains man’s faith in justification and by 

sustaining his faith promotes sanctification as the fruit of faith.” (page 12) 

“Sanctification must not be placed before justification. Sanctification is the consequence, never the 

cause, of justification. The natural man protests against this divine order. According to his 

conception of religion, works must be place before justification…Because the flesh still clings to 

them, even Christians are always prone to assign to works a place before justification…Scripture 

tells us that in every case where good works are placed ahead of justification, two things ensue. In 

the first place, men do not thereby gain justification, but call down upon themselves the curse. And, 

in the second place, the very opposite of sanctification and good works results, namely, sin is 

increased.” (pages 12-13) 

  

Section 4, “Who Effects Sanctification?” 

“God, who creates faith, also produces sanctification by His infinite power (1 Thess. 5:23-24). But 

in this work of sanctification the Christian also plays a part. In conversion man merely experiences 

the working of God, but in sanctification the Christian plays an active role; he cooperates…but the 

activity of the new man is always and fully subordinated to God’s activity. It is the Holy Ghost who 

produces the activity of the new man; the new man remains the organ of the Holy Ghost.” (page 14) 

“To the question as to who takes the initiative in generating the individual spiritual impulses or 

individual good works, the new man or the Holy Ghost, Scripture answers that the first suggestion 

and impulse to every good work proceeds from the Holy Ghost. Scripture traces even every good 

thought to God as its Author (2 Corinthians 3:5) 


