
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH-Red Bud, Illinois 

Adult Bible Class- “Justification and Sanctification” (continued) 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 It is become of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 

from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who 

boasts boast in the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 6:11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 

were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

What does Paul mean by “washed”? __________________ Notice the reference to the Triune God. 

What do we notice about the order of “sanctified” and “justified”? __________________________ 

Why? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

See 1 Corinthians 15:9-11 and 57-58.  

Verse 9: How does Paul describe himself? ________________________ Why? _________________ 

Verse 10: What changed Paul? __________________ What was result of this? _________________ 

 But even Paul’s work was really “the _____________ of God that was ____________ me.” 

Verse 57: Why do we thank God? “He gives us the ______________ through our Lord _________

  _____________” 

Verse 58: What is the result of this in our lives? “Therefore….stand ___________” (sanctification) 

“Always __________ yourselves fully to the ____________ of the Lord (objective genitive, our work 

for God) because you know that your ______________ in the _________ is not in __________.” 

 

See Philippians 3:12-16. Paul uses the image of a foot race to describe our daily Christian life. 

Verse 12: What has Paul not already obtained? (see verse 11) “resurrection from the __________” 

What else has not happened? “already been made ______________ but I press on to take ________ 

of that (sanctification) for which Christ Jesus took ___________ of me.” (justification) 

Verse 13: We are to be all God has made us to be, but that is at the finish line of this life. We need to 

have our focus forward (‘forgetting what is behind”), with our eyes on this prize, in order to run the race 

(marathon) of the Christian life most faithfully.  

Verse 14: “I _____________ on toward the ____________ to win the _____________ (sanctification) 

for which God has ______________ me heavenward in _____________   _________.” (justification) 

 

See 1 Peter 1:13-16. 

Verse 13: What seems odd about “prepare your minds for action”? __________________________ 

 “set your ___________ (theme) fully on the __________ to be ___________ you when….”  

There is a “now but not yet” aspect to our Christian lives. The promise of life by which we now live only 

will be fulfilled when Jesus returns.  

Verse 14: What we are now (“_______________ children”) as opposed to what we were before our 

conversion (“_________________”). 

Verses 15-16: What is the reason that we are to “be holy”? _________________________________ 

 

Augsburg Confession of 1530 

 

 

 

 

 



Commenting on 1 Corinthians 15:58- “The hope of the Gospel should energize them to labor 

diligently in their respective vocations, serving their families and neighbors wholeheartedly. The 

final phrase is significant: labor done ‘in the Lord’ is never in vain. The Christian on earth may not 

ever perceive the fruit of his labor. Hard and faithful work may go unrecognized by the church. But 

the Lord knows the labors of each of His servants, and the day is coming when each faithful servant 

will receive the commendation of his Lord and the eternal reward by grace.” (Gregory Lockwood, 1 

Corinthians, CPH, Concordia Commentary, 2000, page 606) 

 

Small Catechism, Question 156 “What is the special work of the Holy Spirit?” Answer: “The Holy 

Spirit sanctifies me (makes me holy) by bringing me to faith in Christ, so that I might have the 

blessings of redemption and lead a godly life (sanctification in the wide sense).” Note: “The word 

sanctification  is used in two ways: 1. The wide sense—the whole work of the Holy Spirit by which 

He brings us to faith and also enables us to lead a godly life. 2. The narrow sense—that part of the 

Holy Spirit’s work by which He directs and empowers the believer to lead a godly life.  

 

Small Catechism, Question 162 “Besides faith, what else does the Holy Spirit create in you by the 

Gospel?” Answer: “The Holy Spirit sanctifies me in the true faith, that is, by faith He works a 

renewal of my whole life—in spirit, will, attitude, and desires—so that I now strive to overcome sin 

and do good works (sanctification in the narrow sense).” 

 

Small Catechism, Question 163 “What are good works in God’s sight?” Answer: “In God’s sight a 

good work is everything that a child of God does, speaks or thinks in faith according to the Ten 

Commandments, for the glory of God, and for the benefit of his or her neighbor.” 

 

Smalcald Articles, III, 13 “How a Person Is Justified and Concerning Good Works” 

 

 

 


