
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH-Red Bud, Illinois 

Adult Bible Class- “Justification and Sanctification” (continued) 

 Galatians 3:21-22 What is wrong with God’s law? ____________ Why can’t the law give us life? _____ 

 Our problem with God’s law as not being the means of our salvation is not with the law. It is with our 

sinful nature. The law would save us just fine if we could keep it perfectly, completely, wholly, fully, etc. But 

that is not possible in any way, shape or form as sinners who sin. God’s Law and Gospel work together. 

“the whole world is a ________________ of ________ “What visual image comes to your mind? 

What is it that frees us from our sin? “what was _______________, given through faith in __________   

_____________, might be given to those who _______________.” 

 

Galatians 3:23-25 Paul speaks about us before conversion, as unbelievers locked up for an eternity of death, 

until saving faith was revealed to us. In verse 24 Paul speaks of the law as a paidagogos. This was a slave who 

was in charge of the master’s son. He went with the freeborn boy wherever he went and had discipline authority 

over him. This is like today’s nanny in elite society. The difference is between have a babysitter versus 

watching yourself when your parents are gone or being driven to school on a bus by a bus driver or driving 

yourself to school in your own car. God’s law and its condemnation of our sins lead us to God’s Gospel and its 

forgiveness of our sins through faith in Jesus. 

 

Galatians 5:3-5 Paul is addressing those Galatian Christians who have been convinced by the Judaizers that 

they need to be circumcised to be “true” or “real” Christians because this is obedience to the law. He points out 

that once we go the way of salvation by obeying the law, we have to go all the way (like taking the express 

lanes or toll road on the interstate limits freedom to exit the road).  

If we try to be justified by God’s law, what will be our relationship to Christ? ______________ 

If we go the way of faith, “we await through the Spirit the __________________ for which we ______” 

 

Titus 3:5b-8 What is “the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit”? ___________________ 

How has the Holy Spirit been “poured out on us generously”? “through Jesus Christ our __________” 

What does it mean for us now that we have “been justified by His grace”? “we might become _______ 

having the __________ of eternal __________” 

But now that we have trusted in God what are we to be careful to do? “devote themselves to ________ 

what is ___________” (sanctification, for the good of “everyone”) 

 

James 2:20-26 And now, a view from the other side of the coin, that faith which is not visible, should be active 

in deeds that are able to be seen by others. As Paul appealed to Abraham as an example of being righteous in 

God’s sight through faith in God’s promise, James appeals to Abraham as being righteous in God’s sight for 

obeying God’s command to sacrifice his son Isaac, saying that his faith and actions “were working together.” 

James even uses the same passage from Genesis 15:6 that Paul cited in Romans 4. 

“You see that a person is _______________ by what he __________ and not by __________ alone.” 

James even refers to Rahab the _________________ as being righteous for hiding the Israelite spies when they 

were scouting out Jericho before the nation crossed over the Jordan River (Joshua 2). Despite her chosen 

“profession” she appears in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1. “As the body without the ____________ is 

dead, so faith without ____________ is dead.” Just as breath proves life but does not cause it, so also works 

show faith, but do not cause it.  

 

Augsburg Confession, Article IV “Justification”    

 “Furthermore, it is taught that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God through 

our merit, work, or satisfaction, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God out of 

grace for Christ’s sake through faith when we believe that Christ has suffered for us and that for His sake our 

sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are given to us. For God will regard and reckon this faith as 

righteousness in His sight, as St. Paul says in Romans 3:21-26 and 4:5.” 


