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For Muslims Islam may mean peace in its traditional sense, i.e., insofar as they, the non-Muslims, 

have submitted to the conditions Islam imposes upon them. However, Islamically speaking, Islam 

has never meant peace for idolaters unless the idolaters abandon idolatry and embrace Islam. Nor, 

Islamically, has Islam meant peace for the People of the Book (Jews and Christians), unless the 

People of the Book submit to Islamic political rule and the dhimmi conditions which the Shari’ah 

imposes upon them as the People of the Book (Ernest Hahn, “Jihad in Islam: Is Islam Peaceful or 

Militant? And an Initial Christian Response,” Issues in Christian Education, Fall 2004, page 25). 

A. History: Muhammad’s Early Life 

Muhammad was born in AD 570. Little is known of his childhood. He became an orphan at age 7 and 

was raised by a grandfather after his parents died. They were poor so Muhammad had to work hard. His 

hometown was Mecca, on the west side of the Arabian peninsula not far from the Red Sea. It was an important 

link in the trade route between Yemen in the south and Syria to the north. Goods from Africa, India and the Far 

East were carried by camel through Mecca on a 40-50 day, 1000 mile journey north to Damascus.  

Muhammad began working as a youth. He became a trusted employee of a large caravan operator 

named Khadija (female). He may have had contacts with Christians in Syria during his years as a camel driver 

and merchant trader. His boss later married him in AD 595 when she was 40 years old and he was 25. This 

changed his life. Now that he did not have to work for a living he could take long retreats into the desert where 

he would meditate on the nature of religion and the nature of God. 

  

B. Numbers and Growth 

“Islamization begins when there are sufficient Muslims in a country to agitate for their religious 

privileges. At 2% to 5%, they begin to proselytize from other ethnic minorities and disaffected groups, often 

with major recruiting from the jails and among street gangs” (Dr. Peter Hammond, Slavery, Terrorism and 

Islam: The Historical Roots and Contemporary Threat).  

In 1981 there were 720 million Muslims in the world, one-sixth of the population. In that year there 

were two million Muslims in the United States. In 1990 there were over 800 million Muslims, nearly one-fifth 

of the world’s population. There were four million Muslims in the United States that year. In 1995 there were 

one billion Muslims in the world with about five million of them living in the United States. 

 

C. Sources 

The Hadith- For most Muslims the words and deeds of Muhammad, the recipient of revelation, are also 

inspired. These are various collections of his words and deeds, carefully scrutinized by pious Muslims to 

separate the true traditions from the false ones. This is the “oral” tradition of Muhammad. (“Boring” is how Dr. 

Adam Francisco of Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne describes it.) 

  

D. Teaching 

Prayer (Salat)- Prayers are to be said five times each day, upon rising, at noon, mid-afternoon, after 

sunset and before going to bed. They are to be prayed while facing Mecca. The prayers consist of set formulas 

with prescribed bowings and prostration. On Fridays  Muslims gather at a mosque for community prayers, 

either men only, or men and women separated. These prayers are led by an imam. In heavily Muslim areas, 

recorded prayers are broadcast five times a day, beginning at 5:30 a.m., from towers called minarets. 



The primary purposes of these prayers are to praise Allah and to ask Allah for help. But there is more: 

“According to the Koran, the most difficult lesson for man to learn is that he is not God; the prayers keep man 

humble before Allah. Secondly, the set times for prayer create for the Muslim a sense of participation in a 

worldwide fellowship, even if he is isolated from other Muslims” (Philip Lochhaas, How to Respond to Islam, 

CPH, 1981, page 16). What do you think of the purpose of prayer in Islam? _________________________ 

Do we as Lutheran Christians have something that gives us a sense of worldwide fellowship? __________ 

 

E. Divisions (Sunnis, Shi’ites, and others) 

Islam is not a monolithic religion. Not long after Muhammad’s death, factions arose among his 

followers. There are two major divisions Sunnis and Shiites, and over 70 identifiable sects within Islam today. 

Both major groups sponsor terrorism. Al-qaeda is Sunni; Hezbollah is Shiite. They both want to destroy Israel. 

They both preach Muslim conquest of and the imposition of Islamic law on the world. And they hate each other. 

When Muhammad died one group of his followers claimed that he had chosen his cousin and son-in-law 

Ali to be his successor. They felt that future successors should be physical descendants from the prophet’s 

family. They became known as Shiites, a shortened form of the words “the party of Ali.” Another group felt that 

Muhammad wanted future leaders to be chosen by the consensus of the other leaders. They picked 

Muhammad’s father-in-law, Abu Bakr, to be the “caliph.” His followers became the Sunnis, a word for 

followers of the “tradition.” 

A civil war followed, which the Sunnis won. The Shiites kept their allegiance to the prophet’s line. After 

Ali died, Muhammad’s grandson became the “2nd imam.” He was murdered by the Sunnis in AD 680. Shiites 

still commemorate this event by whipping themselves bloody with chains. There were 10 more imams who 

descended from the prophet. The 12th imam mysteriously disappeared in AD 874, leading to the Shiites’ belief 

that he will appear again after a time of lawlessness and violence to establish Islamic law in all the earth. Fifteen 

percent of Muslims are Shiites, but they are concentrated in Iran and Iraq. Iran’s government is influenced by 

this “messianic” idea that the 12th imam, the Mahdi, is about to return which they can hasten by creating chaos. 

 

F. Correspondence and Contrasts Between Islam and Christianity 

Dating, “common law” marriage (a.k.a. living together), abortion and homosexuality are prohibited in 

Islam. The same American media that attacks biblically faithful Christians for opposition to homosexual 

marriage is strangely silent about Islam’s aggressive reaction against and violent opposition to homosexuality.  

Shiites teach mutah “temporary marriage” where a man pays a woman, says the words of marriage, has 

sex with her, and then says the words of divorce, enabling him to keep the law while satisfying his desires. 

 How might a young, hormone-controlled, man react to this teaching? ______________________  

 

G. Christian Witness to Muslims (Focus on Jesus!) 

1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts set apart _______________ as Lord. Always be ______________ to 

give the reason for the ___________ that you have. But do this with gentleness and ______________. 

Hospitality: Friendship celebrated at table is a custom of Easterners that Westerners may do well to 

follow. Hospitality need not involve elaborate preparations. Muslims are forbidden from eating pork or drinking 

alcohol. Do not bring your dog into the place where you are inviting a Muslim (“angels don’t visit such 

places”). Do not speak negatively about Muhammad. Be respectful, ask friendly questions and avoid the topic 

of politics. “God is not so much concerned with your ability as with your availability” (Randall Duncan, “There 

is No God But Allah…” Lutheran Witness, March 1995, page 9). 

  “I was a __________________ and you _________________ Me in” Matthew 25:35 


