
      THE PRELUDE    
THE RINGING OF THE BELL calls us to holy worship. 

 
OPENING HYMN: 385 “From East to West” (please stand for last stanza; sing “A-men”.) 

 

Divine Service Three, page 184ff.  
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: pages 184-185  

P In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

 Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, C: who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  C: Amen. 

We Share God’s Peace With and Greet One Another 
 

INTROIT: Jeremiah 31:15–17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1    

 

When Israel was a child, I / loved him,              and out of Egypt I / called My son. 

Thus says the LORD: "A voice is heard in / Ramah,  lamentation and bitter / weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her / children;       she refuses to be comforted, because they / are no more." 

Thus says the LORD: "Keep your voice from / weeping,  and your / eyes from tears. 

There is a reward for your work, de- / clares the LORD;  come back from the land of the / enemy. 

There is hope for your future, / says the LORD,    your children will come back to their / country." 

Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost; 

as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men. 

Lord, have mer-cy up-on us. Christ, have mer-cy up-on us, Lord, have mer-cy up-on us. 

GLORIA: (sung to the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”)  

“Glo-ry be to God on high!” This is now our joy-ful cry. 

Peace to all who live on earth, Grace and fav-or for new birth. 

You we praise and glo-ri-fy, Wor-ship You, O Lord most high. 

Gra-cious Fa-ther, heav-‘nly King, to Your name a-lone we sing: 

Praise the glo-ry of Your name, Now and ev-er-more the same! 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY: 
P: The Lord be with you. C: (sung) And with thy spirit. P: Let us pray.  

C: O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your 

Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him 

who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  (please be seated) 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:                           Isaiah 63:7-14  
I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the 

LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel, that He has granted them according 

to His compassion, according to the abundance of His steadfast love. For He said, “Surely they are My 

people, children who will not deal falsely.”And He became their Savior.  

In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; in His love and 

in His pity He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled 

and grieved His Holy Spirit; therefore He turned to be their enemy, and Himself fought against them. 

Then He remembered the days of old, of Moses and His people.  

Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is He 

who put in the midst of them His Holy Spirit, who caused His glorious arm to go at the right hand of 

Moses, who divided the waters before them to make for Himself an everlasting name, who led them 

through the depths?  Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. Like livestock that go down into 

the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So You led Your people, to make for Yourself a 

glorious name.
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GRADUAL:  Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given;   and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,      Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song,    for He has done marvelous things! 

 

THE EPISTLE READING:  Galatians 4:4-7 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because 

you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no 

longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.                        C: Thanks be to God. 

 
(please stand if able) ALLELUIA: page 190 (sung) “Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia.” 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:                            Matthew 2:13-23 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2

nd
 chapter.  C: (sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Rise, take the child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy Him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother 

by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called My son.”  

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent 

and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken 

by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel 

weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

saying, “Rise, take the child and His mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 

child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and His mother and went to the land of Israel. 

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 

to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived 

in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a 

Nazarene.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C: (sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  

 
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: Creed (inside back cover of the hymnal) 

(Saturday) The Apostles’ Creed: page 192   (Sunday) The Nicene Creed: page 191 

 

(please be seated) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE SONG: (Saturday) (Children’s Hymnal #296) 

As each hap-py Christ-mas  dawns on earth a-gain, 

Comes the ho-ly Christ Child  to the hearts of men. 

En-ters with His bless-ing  in-to ev-‘ry home,  

Guides and guards our foot-steps  as we go and come. 

All un-known, be-side me  He will ev-er stand, 

And will safe-ly lead me  with His own right hand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 362 “O Sing of Christ” 

 
SERMON: “The Many Good Things Our Lord Has Done for Us” Isaiah 63:7-9 

I. The Lord Said, “Surely They Are My People” 

II. The Lord Became Our Savior 
III. We Will Recount the Steadfast Love of Our Lord 

(please stand if able) OFFERTORY: pages 192-193 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 

(please be seated) OFFERING  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (please stand if you are able) 
(Each petition ends “let us pray to the Lord” and we respond, “Lord, have mercy.”) 

HEALING AND COMFORT: Leonard Vogt, Helen Winkelman, C. John Prigge, Ed Luttman, Curtis 

Hartmann, Larry Ebers, Pat Malik, Jane Donjon, Julie Ratz, Stuart Langrehr, Roger Kozora, Lori Rees; 

Family and Friends of St. John’s Members: Lori Voges, Brenda Manning, Derrick DeWilde, Grace 

Urspruch, Elda Guebert, Pat Wilson, Nancy O’Dell, Guy Lautenschlaeger, Dorothy Gross, Cheryl 

Zanders. Help us keep this list current! 
MILITARY: (Please call with names.) Army- Jonathan Koen, Casey Vallett, Tanner Valleroy, Nathan 

Koen, Tim Healy, Jacob Adams, Donald Roberts, Matthew Kraus, Paul Craft, Jr., Dustin Krack, Austin 

Scheibe, Trevor Buckner, Jessica DeMarco, Jeremiah Brandt, Benjamin Boeder, Christopher 

Dupertius, Garrett Carnahan, Tyler Wahlman, Gavin Roche-Voss; Navy- Brad Koester, Carl Muehler; 

Air Force- Gage Baldwin, Brian Hubbard, Jason Nehrt, Curt Hatten, Terry Koester, David Livingston, 

Matt Sabo, Ryan Kozarich; Marines- Alex Renner, Cody Koch, Tailor Neuhaus, Josh Butterworth, 
Brent Knop, Keenan Turnure 

The Saturday service continues with the Lord’s Prayer and a Closing Prayer. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION: page 202 
 

CLOSING HYMN: 390 “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
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(Sunday) SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT: page 194ff. 

PREFACE: page 194 SANCTUS: page 195 LORD’S PRAYER: page 196 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD AND PAX DOMINI: page 197 

 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C: (sung) A-men. 

THE AGNUS DEI: page 198 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: (please be seated) 
(Lord Jesus, I pray You to make me, unworthy as I am, worthy through Your grace; 

so that Your body and Your blood may be for me a strengthening of my faith, 

a proof of my forgiveness, a closer union with You and Your people, an increase of holiness, 

the basis of a glad resurrection, and a pledge of everlasting life. Amen.) 

 360 “All My Heart Again Rejoices” 

 375 “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” 
 389 “Let All Together Praise Our God” (stand for last stanza, “A-men.”) 

   
  NUNC DIMITTIS: “Song of Simeon” pages 199-200 

 

THANKSGIVING, SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS: pages 200-202 

 


