
PROPER 14 C    “Look Up For God’s Gifts”      Genesis 15:1-6 

There was no internet, computers, television, movies, radio or even electricity 3000 years ago at the time of our 

text. People would work during the daylight hours, but what would they do after dark? The older generation would tell 

stories, or the family would go outside and gaze at the stars. Without the glare of today’s city lights those stars 

appeared very bright. People in the ancient world gave them names and charted their movements.  

The passage tells us about the stargazing of Abram, or, as we better know him, Abraham. In looking up into the 

sky he is hoping for many descendants. He is not simply wishing upon a star, but trusting in God’s promise. This is a 

promise that humanly speaking seems impossible due to Abram’s advanced age and the fact that his elderly wife Sarai 

has not been able to bear children. 

But doing the impossible is part of God’s job description. Despite gloomy appearances to the contrary, Abram 

trusts God’s word of promise. That is faith. Such trust in God’s promises is all that He looks for in His people. God’s 

promises to us now are centered in one of Abram’s many promised descendants, the one who also is truly the Son of 

God, Jesus Christ. By faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin we are the spiritual offspring of Abram and inheritors of 

God’s gift of eternal life. 

I. We Fret Over What God Has Not Given Us 

My grandpa Nebel drove until he was 94 and lived to be 97. As long as he was complaining about something, we 

knew that he felt good. When he stopped complaining is when we realized something was wrong with him. That is how 

our sinful nature works. Nothing is ever good enough for us. God bears the brunt of most of our moaning and groaning. 

We don’t believe that He takes care of us as He should. We expect God to give us a bigger house, more land, better 

paying job, newer car, nicer neighbors, etc. We want God to make us taller, thinner, blonder; younger, older, smarter; 

prettier, studlier, stronger; healthier, wealthier, happier. We just know that our shortcomings are not our fault. If we 

can’t pin the blame on someone else, then obviously it must be God’s mistake. 



In this passage Abram complains but, unlike us, he has good reason to whine to God. We blame God for things 

He never promised to us, like making us healthy, wealthy and wise. But God has promised Abram a son, and not just 

one offspring, but an entire race of numerous descendants. But years have passed since God made that promise, and 

Abram still does not have a child. The very name Abram means “great father.” Consider the irony of this. Every time 

someone called Abram by name he realized that not only was he not a great father, he was not a father at all. It would 

be similar to me getting the nickname “Slim” in my younger days and then having people from my past still call me 

that. It would be a harsh reminder that I should lose weight. Abram’s very name, “great father,” is a mockery of his life 

and the source of his complaint to God. 

II. God Gives Us a Very Great Reward 

Childlessness is not Abram’s only concern. The previous chapter of Genesis records how he had to rescue his 

nephew Lot from four local kings. Today we would say that their gangs had car-jacked Lot and kidnapped him and his 

family. Abram has to expect that those thugs are plotting their revenge against him. Would he be able to defend himself 

from their attack? God gives Abram comforting words in a vision. God is his “shield” who will protect Abram from 

any attack that comes his way. “Your reward will be very great.” Though Abram already is rich in terms of property, 

his true wealth is in having God’s presence and promises in his life. 

God’s words of comfort are echoed 2000 years later by God’s own Son Jesus to His followers and to us in 

today’s Gospel reading. “Fear not,” for our heavenly Father is pleased to give us His kingdom, but not one of this 

world, instead it is the reward of eternal life. But this is not earned by our worth, value or merits. Instead, this gift of 

God has been won for us by the sinless life, sacrificial death and stunning resurrection of God’s own Son, Jesus Christ. 

Born as a human descendant of Abram, Jesus has fulfilled those promises of God that Abram and all God’s Old 

Testament saints believed for their salvation. 

III. God-given Faith is What is Right in God’s Sight  



If God would not make good on His promise of a son to Abram, he would have to take matters into his own 

hands. He would adopt a servant born in his household to inherit his estate. But there will be no need for that. God’s 

delays are not denials. God’s timing is not on our clocks. A son will be born to Abram and Sarai, whom God will 

rename Abraham and Sarah to reflect His promise to them. There will be many more offspring to come from that son. 

Abram’s descendants by race will become as numerous as the stars in the sky. But there will be even more offspring by 

faith, including us who share in the faith of Abram, a trust that believes in God’s saving promises. 

A very familiar Hebrew word describes Abram’s response of trust in our text. We all know it. We say it and sing 

it a number of times in worship, “Amen.” That amen is all that God looks for in us for Him to consider us right, or 

righteous, in His sight. God speaks to us in His Word of the Holy Bible telling us that we have disobeyed His righteous 

will for our lives. In faith, we say “Amen.” God sends His Son Jesus to live, die and rise from the dead for the 

forgiveness of our sins. In faith, we say “Amen.” God is present for us in the Bible, our baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

by the power of the Holy Spirit to claim us as His chosen children and to nourish us for our lives as His people in this 

world. In faith, we say “Amen.” God promises to call us out of this life to live with Him forever in the presence of our 

Lord Jesus. When that happens, in faith we will say “Amen.” Saying “Amen” to God’s promises is big enough, strong 

enough and certain enough to get us through anything in this life that threatens to harm us. 

Conclusion 

Abram by age is as good as dead with a wife who is barren. Yet God tells him that his descendants will be as 

numerous as the stars. The chances of Abram having countless offspring looks like a longshot. But because it is God’s 

promise, it happens as Abram believes that it will. Likewise, the chances of weak, sinful, common, and ordinary people 

like us being God’s saints having the gift of eternal life seem impossible. But because it is God’s promise to us in His 

Son, Jesus, and one that we hold on to by faith, that is what we are and what we have. To that great gift of God to us in 

Jesus Christ all God’s people then say, “Amen!”  (please stand if you are able) PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  


