
 As We Gather: On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, a Roman Catholic monk of the 

Augustinian order who also was a doctor of theology at the University of Wittenburg 

in Germany nailed to the door of the town church an invitation for debate. Luther 

posted 95 statements, or theses, challenging his Roman Catholic Church’s practice of 

selling indulgences. These were pieces of paper offering the forgiveness of sins for 

oneself or for others based on the price one was willing to pay. Luther considered this 

a horrible abuse of the Bible’s teaching of the free forgiveness of our sins based on the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for us. 

   With the aid of the newly developed printing press, Luther’s words found an 

audience among thousands of people across the Holy Roman Empire who were 

burdened by the legalistic teachings of their church. They, too, desired to hear the pure 

gospel preached once again. The Reformation of the church had begun! Under the 

theme, “Scripture Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone,” people heard the good news of 

our eternal salvation from sin. Our Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod throughout the 

world and our Lutheran congregations in this area continue this reformation of the 

church by preaching “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” as our Savior from sin. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Prelude: “A Mighty Fortress”   arranged by Johann Pachelbel 

 

The Ringing of the Bell calls us to reverent worship and joyful praise. 

 

The Invocation and Call to Worship: (please stand if you are able) 

Pastor: In the name of the Father who made us; in the name of the (+) Son who frees 

us from our sins; and in the name of the Holy Spirit who creates saving faith within us. 

Congregation: Amen. All praises be to our Triune God! Amen. 

P: God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble. 

C: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

P: though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea. 

C: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
The Processional Hymn: 656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

 (please face the cross as it enters the sanctuary)     

 

Our Confession and God’s Absolution: 

P: Let us pray together:        Page 1    

C: Father of all mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of Your 

people, turning us from our sin to live for You alone. Give us the power of Your 

Holy Spirit that we may attend to Your word, confess our sins, receive Your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Redeemer. Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 

C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, 

my brothers and sisters in the faith, that I have sinned in thought, word and deed 

by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; therefore I pray 

You, Lord God, to have mercy on me, to forgive me all my sins, and to bring me 

to everlasting life. 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ as His called and 

ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

We Share God’s Peace With and Greet One Another 

 

The Introit: (sung in unison) 

 
 

I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, | O Lord, 

           and shall not be | put to shame. 

I will bless the LORD at | all times; 

          His praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast | in the LORD; let the humble hear | and be glad. 

Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;  I will teach you the fear | of the LORD. 

The LORD redeems the life of His | servants; 

            no one who takes refuge in Him will | be condemned. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, | O Lord, 

           and shall not be | put to shame. Page 2 



The Collect of the Day: 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.    

P: Let us pray.  C: Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy 

Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect 

and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to 

Your Church Your saving peace; through  Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
Amen.  (please be seated) 

 

(10:30 a.m.) Choral Anthem: “How Firm a Foundation” (arr. by John Leavitt) Choir 

 

The First Reading: Revelation 14:6-7 

 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to 

proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and 

people. And he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give Him glory, because the 

hour of His judgment has come, and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea 

and the springs of water." 

 P: This is the Word of our Lord.  C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The Gradual: 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised   

    in the city of our God, 

Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers,  

    Consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels, 

That you may tell the next generation    

    that this is God, our God forever and ever. 
     

The Epistle Reading: Romans 3:19-28 

 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in His 

sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all  
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have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation 

by His blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because 

in His divine forbearance He had passed over former sins. It was to show His 

righteousness at the present time, so that He might be just and the justifier of the one 

who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what 

kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is 

justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

 P: This is the Word of our Lord.  C: Thanks be to God! 

 

(please stand if you are able) 

Hymn for the Bible Readings: 582 “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in Him, "If you abide in My word, 

you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free." They answered Him, "We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that You say, 'You will become free'?" Jesus answered 

them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you 

free, you will be free indeed. 

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.  

(please be seated) 

 

The Sermon Hymn: 682 “God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons” 

 

The Sermon: “Cracked Pots Proclaim the Power of a Timeless Treasure” 

1 Samuel 16:7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: 

man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

2 Corinthians 4:7a But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the 

surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 

 

(please stand if you are able) 

Our Confession of Faith: 953 “We All Believe in One True God”  Page 4 



THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
HEALING AND COMFORT: Alice Smith, Kenneth Koester, Orville Liefer, C. John 

Prigge, Sharon DeRousse, Pat Malik, Peggy Hanebutt, Jane Donjon, Wayne Liefer, Stuart 

Langrehr, Susie Harms; Family and Friends of St. John’s Members: Lori Voges, Brenda 

Manning, Derrick DeWilde, Robin Steinmann, Bobby Wood, Kate Snyder, Jeff 

Westbrook, Bob Stirnaman, Ruby Muench, Danielle Anderson, Ruth Hecht, Dave 

Baldwin, Henry Hunter, Sheri Boothe, Evelyn Luehrs, Alan Deterding, John Hudak, 

Jennifer King, Ruby Hering, Margarette Schrader. Help us keep this list current! 

MILITARY: (Please call with the names to include in prayer.) Army- Nathan Koen, 

Jonathan Koen, Tim Healy, Christopher Dupertius, Jacob Adams, Donald Roberts, Casey 

Vallett, Matthew Kraus, Paul Craft, Jr., Dustin Krack, Austin Scheibe, Trevor Buckner, 

Jessica DeMarco; Navy- Brad Koester, Carl Muehler; Air Force- Brian Hubbard, Jason 

Nehrt, Curt Hatten, Terry Koester, David Livingston, Matt Sabo, Ryan Kozarich, Tanner 

Hackstadt, Ched Wagner; Marines- Alex Renner, Cody Koch, Tailor Neuhaus, Josh 

Butterworth, Brent Knop, Thomas Lewis 

+favorable weather for farming, safety in the fields and blessings on the harvest 

+the Christian ministry of our Lutheran schools, St. John’s and Christ Our Savior 

 

The Prayer Litany:  

P   God of grace and glory, we give You thanks for the comfort of the Gospel restored 

to Your Church on earth through the work of Martin Luther and other faithful 

pastors and leaders during the Reformation era. We praise You that by Your rich 

grace we have come to the sure knowledge that we stand justified before You, not 

by what we have done, but rather by faith in what Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

has done on our behalf.  We ask that You would defend Your Church from all 

enemies of Your saving Word. Cause the good news of the Gospel to be 

proclaimed in this time to every nation and tribe and language and people on earth, 

and graciously preserve the fruits of the Gospel for generations to come. O God, 

our refuge and strength,  

C   in Your mercy, hear our prayer.               

 

P   Almighty, everlasting God our heavenly Father, we thank You for the dedicated 

service of those in our nation’s Armed Forces. We ask that You would bless them 

with Your loving presence. We pray for their safety and joyful return home for 

those who are deployed in hostile areas. O God, our refuge and strength,  

C   in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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P   Lord God, we thank You for Your blessings upon those who work the land in Your 

name and for Your glory. We are grateful for the bounty of the harvest that has 

been gathered this year and we ask for Your blessings upon that which is yet to be 

harvested. We trust that You will use it for the benefit of those who make their 

living from it and of those who are nourished by the produce it provides us. O God, 

our refuge and strength,  C   in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P    Healer of our every ill, touch the minds, bodies and hearts of those broken by 

sickness and injury and all those recovering from surgery. Especially do we 

remember by name Alice, Kenneth, Orville, C. John, Sharon, Pat, Peggy, Jane, 

Wayne, Stuart, Susie, Lori, Brenda, Derrick, Robin, Bobby, Kate, Jeff, Bob, Ruby, 

Danielle, Ruth, Dave, Henry, Sheri, Evelyn, Alan, John, Jennifer, Ruby, 

Margarette, and those we name in our hearts that they may be restored to health 

and life according to Your good and gracious will and as You best see fit. Let Your 

face shine upon them that they may be kept in Your peace. O God, our refuge and 

strength, C   in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord of the Church, You have given us Your Holy Spirit that we may boldly 

proclaim Your saving gospel to all our world. We ask that You would strengthen 

the efforts of Lutheran schools such as our St. John’s Elementary and Christ Our 

Savior Lutheran High School in teaching Your Word of life in Christ. We ask that 

in this work all glory would be given to Your holy name. O God, our refuge and 

strength, C   in Your mercy, hear our prayer.                                 

 

P   Merciful Lord, our Sun and our Shield, through His blood Your Son stands before 

You as our Great High Priest. By Your Spirit prepare our hearts to worthily receive 

the body and blood of our Savior who was sacrificed for us on the cross, believing 

His promise: "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins." O God, our 

refuge and strength, C   in Your mercy, hear our prayer.   

  
P  O Lord of all life, we place into Your gracious care and keeping all those who 

mourn the loss of loved ones to physical death. We ask that You will comfort them 

with fond memories of their lives, with thanks for their faith in Jesus as Savior, and 

with joy in the resurrection to eternal life that Jesus won for them and now has 

fulfilled for them in this heavenward calling. O God, our refuge and strength, 

C  in Your mercy, hear our prayer.      Page 6 



 

P  Holding fast to our confidence in Your Son and boasting in the glory of His 

resurrection, we entrust ourselves and all for whom we pray to Your loving care, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. C   Amen. (please be seated) 

 

The Offering: “All Glory Be to God Alone”  arranged by J. Wayne Kerr 

  

(please stand if you are able) 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT: page 160ff. 

 

PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: page 160 

SANCTUS and PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: page 161 

LORD’S PRAYER AND THE WORDS OF OUR LORD: page 162 

THE PAX DOMINI: 

 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C: (sung) “Amen.” 

 

THE AGNUS DEI: page 163 

 

 (please be seated) DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

 (10:30 a.m.) “Set Free Within” (arr. by David N. Johnson) Choir 

 617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

 948 “All Glory Be to God Alone” 

 556 “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 

 

 (please stand if you are able) 

  POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Nunc Dimittis” page 165 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: page 166 

BENEDICTION: page 166 

 

The Closing Hymn: 655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

 

The Postlude:  “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” arr. by Benjamin M. Culli 

 
Acknowledgments: Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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