
PURSES BIBLE STUDY 

 

Do you carry a purse? _________  

 

Are there other names for what you carry? _________________________________________ 

 

Can you name some brands of purses? ______________________________________________ 

 

What do you have in your purse? ___________________________________________________ 

 

How much do you think it weighs? ___________________ Are you willing to test this? 

 

How does that compare to other things you hold/carry? 

  

 In 536 BC King Cyrus of Persia allowed the exiles of Judah to return home to Jerusalem after 

up to seventy years of exile in Babylon. They rebuilt their own houses but left the temple of God 

lying in ruins. Now the year is 520 BC. On August 29
th

 of that year God first spoke to a man named 

Haggai. Over the next four months Haggai would serve as God’s prophet to the people of Jerusalem 

telling them that they needed to rebuild the temple. 

Haggai 1:3-6
 
 Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 

4 
“Is it a time for 

you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 
5 
Now, therefore, thus 

says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 
6 

You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, 

but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no 

one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.” 

Verse 4: “paneled houses”: indicates the luxury of the houses that the people built for themselves 

 “this house lies in ruins”: Which building is God speaking of? ______________________ 

 

 Verse 6: What does it mean for a bag to have a hole in it? _______________________________ 

 Do you ever look into your purse and say “where has the money gone?” Why?  

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 What is the meaning of this whole verse?        

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Luke 10:1-4 Jesus sends His followers on a brief mission outreach journey. 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of Him, two by two, into 

every town and place where He Himself was about to go. 
2 
And He said to them, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into His harvest. 
3 
Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of 

wolves. 
4 

Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road.”   

 

Verse 1: 72 = 12 tribes of Israel times 6 from each tribe (textual note: 70. This was the traditional

 number of the non-Jewish nations of the world. This would indicate the universality of this

 mission journey). 

 “two by two”: “A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses” 

  (Deuteronomy 19:15) 

 



Verse 2: There is a plentiful harvest waiting, not of grain, but of people for God’s eternal kingdom. 

 

Verse 3: “lambs” = ________________________ “wolves” = _________________________ 

 

Verse 4: As followers of Jesus we are to trust in God to provide for our physical needs. 

 “greet no one on the road”: How does this sound to us? ___________________________  

  The urgency of the Christian mission message is so great that those carrying that word are 

not to waste time visiting about unimportant matters. 

 

Luke 12:32-34 

(Jesus said) 
 
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 

33 
Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow 

old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 

destroys. 
34 

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
 

Verse 32: “little flock”: Like the lambs of Luke 10:3 this is a reference to believers in Jesus. 

 “kingdom”: Life with God that is both spiritual and eternal. God’s kingdom is where He lives 

and rules in the hearts and minds of those who love Him. 

 

Verse 33: How long does the average purse last you? _________________________ 

 The purse that will not wear out is our treasure that is in heaven, that is, eternal life. 

 

 When we do not focus on our earthly wealth that does not last, we then can turn our thoughts 

and hopes to our heavenly riches that are eternal. 

 

Verse 34: What is most important to us (“where our treasure is”) is what becomes our god (“there 

your heart will be also”). Martin Luther on the First Commandment in the Large Catechism: “to 

have a god is nothing else than to trust and believe in that one with your whole heart…Anything on 

which your heart relies and depends, I say, that is really your God…The correct interpretation of this 

commandment is that to have a god is to have something in which the heart trusts completely.” 

 

Luke 22:35-36  Jesus is with His disciples in the Upper Room on Maundy Thursday. He just has 

celebrated the Passover Meal with them and given them the Lord’s Supper. On the next day He will 

be crucified. 

35 
And Jesus said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you 

lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 
36 

He said to them, “But now let the one who has a 

moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy 

one.”  

Verse 35: God provided for their needs on their first mission journey in Luke 10:4. 

 

Verse 36: Jesus tells His disciples that they are to be prepared for mission work after His 

resurrection and ascension. On the first mission journey they were dependent on generous 

hospitality. Future opposition will require them to take their own purses, for they will have to pay 

their own way. Needing a sword is symbolic of the opposition they will face (e.g. the martyrdom of 

Stephen in Acts 7 and the execution of James in Acts 12:1-2).  


