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“As time goes on, it appears that many goals of the homosexual activist groups (or ‘gay community’) are being 
realized. Laws in our country may be changed, protecting or even furthering ‘gay rights.’ Increasingly the church is put 

on the defensive. Sadly, some church bodies have chosen to respond to the homosexual movement by ignoring or 

compromising the clear condemnation of homosexual behavior found in the Word of God. A church that rejects and 
ignores the doctrine of Holy Scripture is not able to extend the Law and Gospel ministry that a homosexual needs.” (A 

Plan for Ministry to Homosexuals and Their Families, LCMS, 1999, page 3) 

 
Disclaimers: 1) For the sake of this discussion, the word “homosexuality” refers to sexual behavior, not sexual 

orientation or inclination. 2) In this discussion we are not dealing with the biblical texts or the traditional Christian 

perspective since both are rejected by our post-modern world and churches that want to reinterpret the Bible. 3) This is 

not a discussion with someone who is struggling with homosexual feelings, but with those who have bought into the 
idea that homosexual behavior is an acceptable alternative lifestyle or normal sexual practice. 

 

What is the definition of the word “normal”? __________________________________________________ 
  If a definition of normal includes the idea of something that everyone can do or follow, what would happen to 

the human race if everyone were to act as a homosexual? Could something that would cause the extinction of the 

human race really be normal?  
(For example, would we allow a flu epidemic to wipe out humanity if there were a vaccine available to stop it? 

Would we allow terrorists to plant a bomb that would destroy the planet if we could stop them? Would we let an 

asteroid large enough to destroy the earth strike our planet if we had the military ability to stop it?)  

 

If homosexuality were “normal” behavior that everyone could engage in, then why are there two genders and 

not just one? 

 Homosexual couples cannot reproduce on their own. They need either legal permission to adopt children or to 
make use of scientifically artificial methods to conceive and bear children. Human bodies are made to fit together a 

certain way (illustration of the extension cord).   

 

Is someone born a homosexual, is it something one becomes or is it a choice that one makes? (Nature, Nurture, 

or Decision) 

 Even if it could be proved (which it has not been) that there is a “homosexual gene” that causes a person to be 

this way, that still would not excuse this behavior. For example, those who are “born” heterosexual still have God-
given limits on the use of that sexuality (within marriage, no polygamy, not with children; perhaps the church rightly 

can be charged with highlighting the sin of homosexual behavior while overlooking or the sins of ungodly 

heterosexual behavior). Plus, scientists also want to say that people who abuse alcohol have a genetic predisposition to 
do so. Do we then tell them that it is fine for them to drink all they want, they were born that way? Instead of excusing 

what we do by saying “the devil made me do to” are looking for reasons to say “my genes made me do it”? 

 The fact that there are many people who once practiced homosexuality but now live as heterosexuals would 

dispute the “born-gay” theory. Organizations such as Exodus International (non-denominational, 400,000 people 
served in 2005) and Keys Ministries (Lutheran) serve those who are struggling with their sexuality or who desire to 

come out of the homosexual lifestyle.  

 “There is widespread misunderstanding with respect to the findings of scientific research. People are insisting 
that scientific research has established these three assumptions: a) One is born a homosexual; b) it cannot be altered; 

and c) it is normal and healthy. What many do not realize is that these three assumptions have not been established as 

fact. They are not true. They are no more than unproven hypotheses.” (Merton P. Strommen, “Homosexuality: A 
Youth Issue” Chapter Seven of Christian Sexuality: Normative and Pastoral Principles, edited by Russell E. Saltzman, 

Kirk House Publishers, Minneapolis, 2003, page 94) 

 The nurture theory is that one becomes a homosexual while growing up. One reason for this is a lack of love 

and closeness with one’s same-sex parent during childhood. As an adolescent or adult such a person then seeks 
affection from someone of the same sex (as reported by Dr. Joseph Nicolosi in A Parent’s Guide to Preventing 

Homosexuality). “Such predisposing characteristics do not determine that one will become a homosexual. They only 



increase a person’s vulnerability to subsequent familial, psychological, social and environmental factors.” (Strommen, 

page 95). When homosexuality is portrayed as normal behavior, then more and more impressionable young people will 
consider that to be an option for them when they otherwise may not have given it a thought.  

 “Homosexual behavior, as with any other sinful behavior, is a choice a person makes. While the inclination 

toward homosexuality may be beyond the control of the individual, acting on this inclination is a conscious choice, a 

behavior that one can control. There is just as little evidence that one is born a homosexual.” (A Plan for Ministry, 
page 8)    

 This discussion is made difficult by the many misrepresentations in the media. Any opposition to 

homosexuality on even an intellectual, ethical or scientific level is labeled “homophobic.” (When one does not have an 
intellectual leg to stand on in an argument, that’s when the name-calling begins. Are non-Christians then 

“Christophobic”?) “Little is known about the dark side of homosexuality. It relates to a successful effort to use the 

media to normalize homosexuality in the public’s eye and avoid articles that report negative aspects of homosexuality. 
Persons who publicly expose the dark side are quickly discredited. This media stance is the result of a deliberate effort 

of gay activists to market the concept of homosexuality to America. Two Harvard graduates, Marshall Kirk and Hunter 

Madsen, authored a ‘conspiracy marketing plan’ in 1989. The purpose of their plan is to ‘normalize’ homosexuality in 

the public eye.” (Stommen, pages 91-92) 
 

Since we live in a free country, shouldn’t homosexuals be allowed to marry since it is something that does not 

affect anyone else? 
 In our “live and let live” culture, the freedom argument for homosexual “marriage” is persuasive. But is it true 

that as Americans we have the liberty to do whatever we want to do? Doesn’t our behavior, no matter how private it 

may be, still affect those around us? Isn’t what we do behind closed doors still regulated (for example, seat belt laws)? 
The strength of a society and the cornerstone of a culture is the family. Children are best provided for and raised within 

a home where a mother and father are present. What costs have our nation occurred as a result of single mothers being 

supported by a welfare check and by divorced parents paying to operate two houses between which the children go 

back and forth?  
 “The supposed rights I enjoy as a married heterosexual are not rights at all. Rather they are privileges afforded 

to a marital relationship: 1) because it creates and bears life, i.e. future citizens; 2) because such a family is the basic 

unit of society, creating and passing on to generations for perpetuity; and 3) because this basic unit of society brings 
benefits for society. Demanding these privileges as ‘rights’ for different relationships that do not accomplish such 

benefits only causes those who conscientiously disagree on the basis of their beliefs to discontinue those privileges for 

everyone (no weddings at all). This will have an adverse affect on all families, yours and mine.” (Rev. Mark Brase, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fairfield, Iowa, letter to the editor, April 2009) 
 

What about laws limiting the free speech of those who oppose homosexual behavior? 

 Canada’s 2004 Bill C-250 added sexual orientation (which could include pedophilia) to Canada’s hate 
propaganda law, thus making public criticism of homosexuality a crime. Sweden’s version of the Attorney General has 

stated that any reference to the Bible saying that homosexuality is sinful might be a criminal offense. An Anglican 

bishop in England was investigated for telling a local paper that homosexuals can reorientate themselves. In Ireland 
Roman Catholic priests were warned by the Council for Civil Liberties that they could face prosecution for circulating 

a Vatican statement opposing gay marriages. (John Leo, “Stomping on free speech,” U.S. News and World Report, 

April 19, 2004, page 14) 

 How is this going to play out in our nation? 1) Legal recognition of homosexual couples; 2) Same-sex 
marriage laws; 3) Hate-speech legislation criminalizing opposition to homosexuality (with religious exception); 4) 

Punishing pastors who publicly oppose homosexuality; and 5) Taking away the tax-exempt status of churches that 

refuse to perform homosexual marriages.  
  

“If a church were to let itself be pushed to the point where it ceased to treat homosexual activity as a departure 

from the biblical norm, and recognized homosexual unions as a personal partnership of love equivalent to marriage, 
such a church would stand no longer on biblical ground but against the unequivocal witness of Scripture. A church that 

took this step would cease to be the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.” (Wolfhart Pannenberg, “Revelation and 

Homosexual Experience” Christianity Today, November 11, 1996, page 37) 

“Let’s keep in mind the need to oppose same-sex marriage in a way that treats homosexuals as still possessing 
human dignity. Biblically, any posture that implies ‘I’m righteous and you’re not’ suggests an inadequate view of sin. 

In one sense, none of us is ‘normal,’ because sin ravages all of us.” (Marvin Olasky, “Cheers & Jeers,” World) 


