
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH- Red Bud, Illinois 

Adult Bible Study 

“The Will of God in the Lives of His People” 

 
Introduction: 

 “Why do “bad” things happen to “good” people” is an ancient and constant question that has no 

answer which is satisfying to us. 

 Why are the words “bad” and “good” in quotation marks in the previous sentence? 

_________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 Some have answered this question by saying that God is not all-loving and thus wants “bad” things 

to happen to us. Others have answered the question by saying that God is not all-powerful and thus cannot 

prevent “bad” things from happening to us. Explanations to this dilemma are called “theodicy” (a word 

coined by the German philosopher Gottfried von Leibniz [1646-1716]). Theodicy attempts to explain how 

God governs the world in relationship to the nature of humanity. The problem is in justifying God’s 

goodness and justice in view of all the evil that there is in the world. 

 

I. Examples From the Bible 

A. The Old Testament 

Job chapters 1 and 2: God allows Satan to afflict Job with tragedy and physical trouble as both a 

test of Job’s faith and as a proof of that faith to the skeptical Satan. 

Job 42:1-2 “Then Job replied to the Lord: ‘I know that You can do all things; no plan of Yours can 

be thwarted.’” 

Jeremiah 1:4-5 “The word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.’” 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 God’s promise to His soon-to-be-exiled people of Judah. 

  

B. The New Testament 

John 6:39-40 Jesus said, “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that I shall lose none of all that 

He has given Me, but raise them up at the last day. For My Father’s will is that everyone who looks 

to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

John 10:27-28 Jesus said, “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand.” 

Romans 8:28-30 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, 

who have been called according to His purpose. For those God foreknew He also predestined to be 

conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. And 

those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also 

glorified.” (Note the flow of the verbs: foreknew →  predestined  → called  → justified   → 

glorified. Paul puts the final verb in the past tense even though it is in our future because since it 

rests in God’s promise, it is as sure and certain as if it has already happened.) 

Ephesians 1:3-12 God’s plan for us is to connect us to Himself in Jesus Christ. 

1 Timothy 2:3-4 “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth.” 

 



II. Statements from the Formula of Concord, Article XI. “God’s Eternal Foreknowledge and Election” 

“First of all, the difference between God’s foreknowledge and His eternal election must be carefully 

noted.” “God’s foreknowledge is nothing else than that God knows all things before they happen.” 

“This foreknowledge extends equally over godly people and evil people, but it is not a cause of evil. 

It is not the cause of sins, when people act wrongly, nor (the cause) of human corruption, for which 

people are responsible themselves. Instead, God’s foreknowledge provides order in the midst of evil 

and sets limits to it. It determines how long evil can continue and determines also that everything, 

even if it is evil in itself, serves the welfare of God’s elect.” (Matthew 24:21-22) 

“Predestination, however, or God’s eternal election, extends only to the righteous, God-pleasing 

children of God. It is a cause of their salvation, which God brings about. This election is not to be 

probed in the secret counsel of God but rather to be sought in the Word, where it has also been 

revealed.” 

“That ‘many are called and few are chosen’ (Matthew 20:16) does not mean that God does not want 

to save everyone. Instead, the reason for condemnation lies in their not hearing God’s Word at all or 

arrogantly despising it.” 

 

III. Statements from the Christian Dogmatics of Dr. Francis Pieper 

Distinction: God concurs in evil actions in so far as they are acts. But God does not concur in the 

evil actions in so far as they are evil. (Yet Pieper admits that this distinction does not remove the 

difficulty our minds find in this apparent cooperation of God with evil actions.) 

 

Does God permit sin? God in His righteous judgment punishes sin with sin. (Romans 1:32 

“Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not 

only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”) 

 

The fact that people live, move, and have their being in God does not make them automata 

(marionettes); they remain moral beings, free from coercion. (It is part of our sinful nature to blame 

God for the bad things that happen to us as a result of our own free will which makes the choices to 

go against God’s good will for our lives.) 

 

Must all events in the world occur just as they do occur, or could they happen otherwise? Scripture 

compels us to maintain both the necessity and the contingency. From the viewpoint of the divine 

providence the necessity obtains, from the human viewpoint the contingency (obtains). 

 

Is the end of our life changeable or unchangeable? Both are divine truths. The end of our life is fixed 

from God’s standpoint; life can be lengthened or shortened as viewed from our human standpoint. 

Conclusion: What does God want for us, His people?: 

A) never to have bodily illnesses; 

B) to have all the money we want; 

C) to avoid any tragedies in life; or 

D) to believe in Jesus as our Savior and have eternal life? 

God’s plan for all people is good. It is centered in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of our sins. Those who reject this plan of God for them will endure the ultimate bad, a life lived 

apart from the presence of God. On the other hand, those who believe this plan of God for their lives will 

enjoy the ultimate good, an eternal life lived in a personal relationship with our Triune God. 


