
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Red Bud, Illinois 

Faculty Meeting Bible Studies 

“Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 

 

Devotion: “A Despised Heritage” (Psalm 127:3) 

I. The Lord Builds the House 

Have you been involved in the building of a house? ________ If so, how did that go? __________________ 

 

Psalm 127 (page 518) 

Superscription: What two things does this tell us?  

 1) __________________________________ (What’s that?) 

 2) _____________________ (Who’s that? __________________, _____________________________) 

 (This is one of two psalms that Solomon authored.) 

 What else do we know about him? W______________, W________________, W_______________ 

 Who was his mother? _________________________ What was that story?  

 

Verse 1: What do you notice about God’s name here? _________________ (reflects the Hebrew “Yahweh”) 

 What house did Solomon build for the LORD? ______________ (place of God’s promised presence) 

 What happens if we build our “house” (life, church, family, etc.) apart from the LORD? 

 ___________________________________________ 

 The LORD’s protection extends from the individual house to the entire community. In the 

ancient world one or more men would stay awake throughout the night to keep watch and warn the 

citizens of danger or attack. Without the LORD, though, that job could not be done. 

 

Verse 2: The vanity of living without the LORD extends to our work. How is vain work described here? 

1) ________________________;  

2) __________________________;  

3) _____________________________ 

 

What does the LORD call His own? _________________ What does He give them? ____________  

 

Verse 3: How are children described here? ____________________________ and _____________________ 

Verse 4: What image is used of those children here? __________________________ (not politically correct) 

Verse 5: What is the benefit of those children? __________________________________________________ 

 The children we will have this year are not biological gifts of God to us personally, but are entrusted to 

us by God for their spiritual, intellectual and emotional well-being. We can look upon them in the way Solomon 

describes them in these verses. 
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Psalm 118 (pages 511-512) 

This is the final of the six psalms sung at the Passover meal (Psalms 113-114 before the meal 

and Psalms 115-118 after the meal, similar to the traditional hymns we sing at Thanksgiving). 

This section would have been on Jesus’ lips and fresh in His mind as He led the disciples from 

the Upper Room to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

 

Verses 19-20: Where are these gates? ___________________  

 To whom do they belong? _______________________ 

 Who are going through them? ___________________ 

 For what purpose? _____________________________ 

 

Verse 21: Why thank the LORD (“Yahweh”)? _________________________________   

 How has He answered? ________________________________________ 

 

Verse 22: Why might the builders have rejected this stone? 

 _______________________________________ 

 What is the importance of the “cornerstone”? 

 ____________________________________________ 

 What significance does a cornerstone have in today’s construction? ____________ 

 

Verse 23: Something that humans looked upon as unworthy has become that which the LORD 

has made the most important part, the foundation, of His new building, His new people.  

 Who is the fulfillment of this cornerstone? _____________________ 

 What word describes this work of the LORD in our lives? ______________________ 

 

Verse 24: This is one of those familiar Bible passages that we have memorized but may not 

know where to find it in the Bible. If our life is going great or the weather is wonderful or our 

students are well-behaved and turning in their homework on time and complete, these words 

come easily to our lips. However, according to the context, the day referred to is a special day 

for our rejoicing and gladness.  

What day would this be? (think back to verse 22)__________________________ 
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Matthew 21:40ff. (page 827) (parallel in Luke 20) 

 Jesus has just told the parable (“an earthly story with a heavenly meaning designed to 

bring the hearer to a decision about Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit”) about the tenants of 

a vineyard who beat the servants and killed the son of the property’s absentee owner in order to 

avoid paying the rent and ultimately taking control of the vineyard for themselves. (It was 

common in Galilee to have property owned by some “furinner” who lived far away.) His 

hearers know what will happen to those tenants. Jesus’ question causes His opponents to 

pronounce their own sentence. 

Verse 41: How do Jesus’ hearers describe the tenants of this vineyard? ________________ 

 What two things do they say the owner of the vineyard will do to these tenants? 

 _________________________________ ________________________________ 

 What will the owner rightly expect from these new tenants? ____________________ 

 

 Jesus then quotes from Psalm 118:22-23 and makes application to His hearers. God’s 

kingdom will be taken away from the Jews (especially their leaders) 

Verse 43: To whom will be given the kingdom of God? _____________________________ 

 What are these “fruits?” ________________________________________________ 

 How do we produce them? ______________________________________________ 

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is 

that bears much fruits, for apart from Me you can do nothing.” 

Verse 44: What happens if we don’t pay attention to the stones that are beneath our feet? 

 ____________________________________ 

 What happens if we have our heads down and don’t pay attention to what is above 

 us? ________________________________ 

Verses 45-46: The Jewish leaders are smart enough to know that Jesus is talking about them. 

 What did they want to do to Jesus? ___________________________  

 Why didn’t they do it? ___________________________________________ 

 What did the crowd think about Jesus? _______________________ 

 

 Prayer: Heavenly Father, keep us united by faith to Christ, our source of life, lest we ever 

turn away, reject Him, and so lose our hope of salvation. Amen. (Lutheran Study Bible, 

page 1630) 
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Ephesians 2:17-22 (page 977) 

 For centuries Jews and Gentiles saw each other as spiritual opposites, if not spiritual  enemies. 

They each had separate revelations from God/gods, different ways to worship God/gods, and separate 

paths to a right life with God/gods. The Jews called the Gentiles “dogs.” This was not God’s plan for 

His ancient people. They were to be “a light to the nations” (Isaiah 42:6). 

 The challenge for the early church was the integration of Jew and Gentile into one family of 

faith, one body of believers, with Christ Jesus as the Head. His life, death and resurrection are the way 

of salvation for all people and the means of peace between all people. The access to the heavenly 
Father is the same for all, in the Spirit through Christ Jesus.  

Verse 17: Who is the “he”? (the antecedent is in verse 13) ____________________ 

 What has He done? _______________________________________ 

 Who are “you who were far off”? ________________________________________ 

 Who are “those who were near”? ________________________________________ 

 Which group does Paul expect to be reading this letter originally? _____________ 

 

Verse 18: Each person of the Holy Trinity is mentioned. 

 What does Jesus give us? _______________________________________________ 

 John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except  

 through Me.” 

  

Verse 19: How does Paul describe the relationship of these people to one another before they 

  knew Christ? __________________ and _____________________ 

 What are they now to one another and all saints and members of God’s household? 

 _____________   _______________ (How easy would that be for them to accept?) 

 

Verse 20: Paul’s reference to the “household of God” leads him into the image of a building.  

 What is the importance of a good foundation to a building? _____________________ 

 What is the foundation of God’s household? ________________________________   

 (teaching or people?) 

 Where is the place of Christ Jesus in this household? ________________________ 

 

Verse 21: What is based upon Christ then grows into what?__________________________ 

 That growth of the temple happens when the individual parts are  

  _______________   ________________. 

Prayer: Lord, forgive our prejudices and teach us to see Your Son in every Christian. Amen.  

 (Lutheran Study Bible, p. 2020) 
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1 Peter 2:4-10 (pages 1014-15) 

Verse 4: How does Peter describe the Lord (“him”)? ______________________  

 Why does this sound odd? _______________________________________ 

 How else does Peter describe this “living stone” ______________________________ 

 How else does Peter describe this living stone “in the sight of God”? ______________,  

  _____________________ 

Verse 5: Because of Jesus we, too, are living stones being built up as a spiritual house. The sacrificial 

system is not dead, it is just different. We are a holy priesthood. Our sacrifices are not of animals or 

grain, but worshipful acts of a new spirit, deeds acceptable to God through faith in His Son Jesus.  

 

Verses 6-8: Peter quotes from Old Testament passages that speak of this stone/cornerstone.  

 The second half of verse 8 is debated. It is used to support the idea of “double predestination,” 

that is, not only has God chosen believers for salvation, He has predestined all others for 

condemnation. This is one way to answer the question “why some, not others?” Our understanding is 

that the credit for our salvation is God’s alone and the blame for our condemnation is ours alone. As 

example of this is God confirming Pharoah’s own unbelief (“the hardening of his heart”). 

 

Verses 9-10: This was the favorite passage of the first president of the LCMS, Dr. C.F.W. Walther. The 

first word of verse 9 emphasizes a transition. What comes after it changes what was before it. What 

God had promised the Israelites at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19:5-6) He now fulfills among us.  

What are we now in God’s sight? 

a) _________________________   b) ________________________________ 

c) _______________________   d) ________________________________ 

 Our new life is not a static condition. We are not museum pieces on a shelf behind glass. We are 

not oddities for the amusement of others. We have a purpose. We have a mission. We have work to do. 

This mission makes our teaching not a job but a calling.  

 What are we to do? ______________________  Why? ______________________________ 

 The image of sin and unbelief as darkness and forgiveness and faith as light is a basic one in the 

Bible. Darkness is simply the absence of light. Craig Gross (XXXChurch.com) said in a session at the 

youth gathering in San Antonio, “We can’t blame the dark for being dark if we haven’t shined the light 

into it.” Do our students live in this darkness? What can we do for them? 

 Verse 10 highlights the Law and Gospel contrast twice. Like Hosea’s second son, Lo-Ammi, we 

once were not God’s people, but now in Christ we are. Once we did not have God’s mercy, now we do 

(Hosea 1:9; 2:23). 

 What is mercy?_____________________________________________________________ 

 How is this different from grace?______________________________________________ 

 How can we show both of these to our students? __________________________________ 


