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From Lutheran Church Charities 

Give God Your First Fruits 

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits 

of all your crops; Proverbs 3:9 

Solomon wrote: ‘Honor the LORD with your 

wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your 

barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will 

brim over with new wine’ (Proverbs 3:9-10). The people 

who heard those words lived off their land and their 

livestock. Whenever they reaped a harvest or birthed 

new cattle, they’d take the first sheaf or the firstborn calf 

to the temple and offer it to the Lord. These were called 

‘firstfruits’. By doing this they were acknowledging that 

‘everything I have comes from God, and belongs to God. 

And everything I’ll need for the future depends upon 

God’s goodness to me.’  

Today, you’ll probably come across Christians who 

have very different views on tithing (giving 10 per cent 

of your income to the church). Some might say we 

should tithe because it shows our trust in God, others 

might say we don’t have to because Jesus’ sacrifice on 

the cross means we’re no longer bound by Old 

Testament laws. Whatever you choose to do, remember 

the advice in 2 Corinthians 9:7: ‘Each of you should 

give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver’. We should be praying for God’s 

guidance before deciding how much to give, remember 

that God is the owner of all things. We are to use that 

which is His to do His will. It is not a matter of “giving” 

but a matter of what we are doing with all that is His. 

God honors that attitude and reality of Him. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for all that 

You entrust to me. Help me be faithful in how I manage 

and use that which is Yours – always bringing praise to 

You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen 

 

Your Pastors’ Ponderings 

Having been the pastor of a congregation with a day 

school ministry for almost 22 years, I have seen the 

benefits of such ministry for a congregation and 

community. I have noticed this as a negative though. 

There becomes a mindset that the only activity of the 

congregation takes place within the school year time 

frame. We have the idea that when school is off for the 

summer, that the whole congregation should shut down. 

Worship attendance drops. Christian education ends 

(except for Vacation Bible School). Bible studies take a 

break. Organizations do not meet. It is as if we feel the 

need, or deserve the reward, of taking a break from God. 

God never takes a break from us. His blessings to 

us continue through the summer months. Please continue 

to gather for worship regularly during the summer. 

Consider what ways you can remain in God’s Word and 

encourage others in your family of faith to be in that 

Word even though our regular schedule of activities may 

not be as active. Let me know any ideas that you have! 

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark Nebel 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

With May being the month in which we remember 

our mothers, I thought we could take some time to 

consider some special attributes of our mothers. 

A mother can be almost any age, but she won’t 

admit to anything over thirty.  A Mother has soft hands 

and smells good. A Mother likes new dresses, music, a 

clean house, her children’s hugs and kisses, her washer 

and dryer and Daddy.  A Mother doesn’t like having her 

children sick, muddy feet, temper tantrums, loud noise 

or bad report cards. A Mother can bake good cakes and 

pies and chocolate cookies; but she likes to see her 

children eat vegetables.  A Mother can read a 
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thermometer and give directions using the local scenery 

and land marks (but don’t ask her which way is north or 

left). 

 A mother has a way to make pain go away. A 

Mother can stuff a baby into diapers and clothes in 

seconds and can kiss sad little faces and make them 

smile.  A Mother is underpaid, has long hours and gets 

very little rest. She worries too much about her children, 

but she says she doesn’t mind at all.  And no matter how 

old her children are, she still likes to think of them as her 

little babies. She is the guardian angel of the family, the 

queen, the tender hand of love.  A Mother is love. 

I thank God every day for my Mother and for Lauri, 

the Mother of our children.  This month I join with all of 

you in thanking God for your Mothers and all the 

Mothers of the world including those who served in a 

motherly position.  

Not everyone can be a mother. God wants mothers 

to take the responsibility seriously. Mothers have a 

unique and crucial role in the lives of their children. 

Motherhood is not a chore or unpleasant task. Just as a 

mother bears a child during pregnancy, and just as a 

mother feeds and cares for a child during infancy, so 

mothers also play an ongoing role in the lives of their 

children, whether they are adolescents, teenagers, young 

adults, or even adults with children of their own. While 

the role of motherhood must change and develop, the 

love, care, nurture, and encouragement a mother gives 

should never cease. 

God tells us in Titus 2: 4-5 “to train the young 

women to love their husbands and children, to be self-

controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive 

to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 

reviled.” 

 I pray that our Lord will continue to guide and 

direct the Mothers of our world to live His love, know 

and share His forgiveness, and teach the will and mercy 

of God to their children. 

Being a mother is a very important role that the 

Lord chooses to give to many women. 

   Your brother in Christ, Rev. Russell E. Koen 

 

Evening Guild News 

Evening Guild Gathering: On Tuesday, May 15 at 

6:30 p.m. Dutch Treat Night will be held at The Bistro in 

the “108 Room”. Our business meeting will follow 

dinner with the instillation of officers. (This is our last 

gathering until September 18.) Devotions:  Neva Liefer. 

The SID LWML Biennial Convention is  Sept. 28 

and 28 at Christ our Rock Lutheran High School in  

Centralia.  Registration forms are available on the web 

site at www.sidlwml.com  

 The quilting schedule for May is Tuesdays from 

12:30 to 3:00 p.m. and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. The quilting room is a great place for fellowship! 

Baldwin Sight Center: Volunteer your time to help 

make large print books at the Baldwin Center on the 2
nd

 

and 4
th
 Thursdays of the month. We will do the 10

th
 and 

24
th
 in May. Call Mary Ann Wegener (282-2893) or 

come to the church parking lot at 1 p.m.  

 “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a 

woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her of 

the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the 

gates.” Proverbs 31:30-31 

 

Adult Bible Class Opportunities 

Sunday: 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. Fellowship Hall, “Prayer” 

 (Pastor Nebel) 

Sunday: 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. School Library, “Psalms: 

 Lifelight” (Pastor Koen) 

Wednesdays: 9:30 a.m. FH (Women’s) “Advanced Bible 

 History” (Doris Mueller) 

Wednesdays: 7:30 p.m. FH “Numbers” (Pastor Nebel) 

Thursdays, 6:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall (24
th
 & 31

st
 only)  

1
st
 and 3

rd
 Saturdays: FH, Men’s Bible Breakfast 

 “Angels” (Pastor Nebel)  

From the Principal’s Pen 

Another school year is coming to a close.  This year 

seems to have flown by!  We have been blessed in so 

many ways.  Our school families have been a blessing to 

others as we have helped each other out in times of need.  

Thanks be to God for this wonderful church and school 

family! 

Several students have been recognized for different 

activities. Michael Watters competed in the State 

Geography Bee on April 6, one of 100 students in the 

whole State of Illinois to do so. VFW poster winners 

from our school were Lilyana and Gabriella Hess and 

Eva Kinney. At the District level Lilyana received 2
nd

 

place and Eva placed 1
st
.  Eva’s essay will be sent on to 

the state competition to be judged in Springfield in June 

at the state convention.  Chase Lucht won 1
st
 place in the 

essay contest held by the Randolph Co. Soil and Water 

Conservation District.  He received a cash prize as well 

as the school for his accomplishment.  Kole Guebert and 

Malayna Crafton represented our school at the Monroe-

http://www.sidlwml.com/
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Randolph Co. Spelling Bee. Malayna placed 4
th
 in her 

competition.  Madi Proctor attended the Young Authors’ 

Conference and had her Language Arts Book on display 

and received a reward.  We are proud of all the students 

and what they have achieved.   

The track season is going very well. The Senior 

Boy’s Track team placed 1
st
 in the OVC competition and 

the Senior Girl’s Track team placed 2
nd

.  Both teams 

received a plaque.  At the Jr. OVC competition our boy’s 

team placed 1
st
 and the girl’s team placed 3

rd
.  Results 

from the Red Bud Catholic meet were 1
st
 for the Boy’s 

and 2
nd

 for the Girl’s team.  Overall, our school came in 

1
st
 out of nine schools participating!  Great job!  Several 

more meets are in the near future. The track team 

members are all working to qualify for the Lutheran 

State Track Meet which will be held on May 19 and 20 

in River Forest. 

 
Girl’s Track (l-r; first row) Carolyne Mulherin, Claire 

Diewald, Sofia Jones, Tori Muench, Eva Kinney; (second 

row) Coaches Sandra Ottoson and Julie Fehr, Ashley 

Ottoson, Grace Guebert, Megan Henry, Abby Vallett, 

Aubrey Piel, Simone Liefer and Coach Bill Becker 

 
Boys’ Track (l-r; first row) Byron Schlueter, Chase Lucht, 

Trace Wagner, Isaac Moll, Lucas Guebert, Ashton Liefer, 

and Sam Wright; (second row) Coaches Sandra Ottoson 

and Julie Fehr, Landon Luthy, Logan Salger, David 

Koester, Max Diewald, Easton Lucht, Nick Fehr, Noah 

Tepe and Coach Bill Becker 

Many classes are taking their last field trips for the 

year.  The 8
th
 grade class will travel to Washington DC 

and other historic places April 28-May 5. Forty-four 

people will be making the trip.  Our new stop this year 

will be visiting the Museum of the Bible which opened 

last fall in Washington DC.  We are excited to have tours 

of the White House, Pentagon, Capitol and National 

Cathedral.  Please keep us in your prayers, praying for 

safe travel and favorable weather. 

Our last school day will be May 15 with dismissal 

at 11 a.m.  We will have a closing Chapel service that 

day followed by awards and some fun activities.  No 

lunch, after school care or bus service will be 

available that day at dismissal. Please make 

arrangements to have your child/children picked up that 

day. 

On May 16, the athletic department will have their 

annual Awards Night at 6:30 p.m.  Each family is asked 

to bring a dessert or finger food to share for the evening. 

May 17 will be graduation night for our 17 8
th
 grade 

students.  The service will be held at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church beginning at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to 

congratulate these fine students and recognize them for 

their accomplishments. 

The June Epistle will list all the end of the year 

awards and recognitions of the students. I know our 

students are really working hard to set some records in 

track and I will be happy to share their accomplishments 

with you as well! 

God’s blessings to you, Mrs. Deitt Schneider 

 

Welcome to Our Family of Faith 

Transfer in of Karly Cartwright from Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Prairie 

 

April 22 Rite of Confirmation 

Jesse Crafton, Maxwell Diewald, Maggie DuFrenne, 

Molly Ellner, Allyson Fruth, Lindsey Fruth, Caleb 

Guebert, Kole Guebert, Megan Henry, Addison Liefer, 

Colton Liefer, Easton Lucht, Madison Pensoneau, Katie 

Schneider, Hannah Sievers, and Michael Watters 

 

We Bid a Fond Farewell 

Transfer out of Chelsea (Nebel) Smithson to Messiah 

Lutheran Church in St. Louis 

April 6 Death of Wilma Uffelmann 

April 22 Death of Twila Guebert 

 

May Assistants from the Altar Guild 

Flower Servers: Lori Langrehr and Darlene Liefer 

Chancel Paraments: Carol Turner 

Communion Cloths: Lynn Langrehr  
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St. John’s students hit the ball out of the park with their 

musical, “Sermon on the Mound” on Friday, April 6. 

Some of the team members who “stepped up to the 

plate” were (l-r) Mrs. Lindsey Hudak, musical director, 

Noah Tepe, Jacob Biffar, Logan Salger, Lucas 

Schwartzkopf, Easton Lucht, Megan Henry, Molly 

Ellner, Ashley Ottoson, Katie Schneider, Benjamin 

Whelan and Mr. Bill Becker, manager. 

 

Building Keys 

Anyone who had a reason to have keys for our 

church or school buildings in the past but does not have 

a reason to have those keys any longer, please return 

them to our office so that those who now do need a key 

can be issued one.  

 

Men’s Club Meeting and Fish Fry 

Our Men’s Club will meet on Tuesday, May 10 

(note date change) at 6:30 p.m. for our Fish Fry meal 

and meeting in the garage behind the church. 

      

Senior Youth Activities 

Our May meeting will be Sunday, May 6 at noon in 

the “Youth Hang-Out”, aka, the church basement. 

New Member Night is Sunday, May 20, at 6 p.m. 

Details will follow. A Benefit BBQ will be held on 

Sunday, June 10 for Derrick DeWilde. 

The Southern Illinois District will hold a High 

School Youth Retreat at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 

Ferrin on Thursday, June 21, from 1-6 p.m. The cost is 

$5. It is for students entering high school this year to 

those through sophomores in college. The event 

includes, games, activities, music, Bible study, a service 

project, speakers, supper and a worship service. RSVP to 

ferrinyouthgroup@gmail.com or call Sara Kuper at 

618/974-8369. God's blessings, Susie and Terry 

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men 

stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will 

renew their strength. Isaiah 40:30 

Junior Youth Activities 

The Junior Youth will go to Sky Zone on Saturday, 

May 5
th
 leaving our school at 9 a.m. and returning 

around 12:45pm. The cost is $23.99 for two hours of 

jump time. Sky Zone socks are required and are $2.99 to 

purchase. If you have the socks, wear them and you 

won’t have to buy any. Be sure to bring a few extra $’s 

for snacks. We may need a couple of drivers too. Please 

RSVP by 4/30. You must fill out and print a waiver 

online the Fairview Heights location. Their website 

is www.skyzone.com/fairviewheights. Please send the 

completed waiver with your child that day. 

 

Pictorial Directories Available 

Copies of our recent pictorial directory are available 

for purchase from our office for $50. This money goes 

for our congregation’s debt relief. This would make a 

great gift for that family member who has moved away 

from Red Bud but would still like to keep in contact with 

people here at St. John’s. 

Estate Fund Assistance 

Our Estate Fund Committee has money available to 

assist with the Christian Education of St. John’s 

members who are pursuing a church professional career 

and attending one of our seminaries or Concordia 

universities, as well as money to help those who 

attending a Lutheran high school. Please realize that this 

help is available as you consider your career and 

educational choices. 

Sunday School News 

Classes at all levels continue through May 27. Then 

there will be a break until our Rally Day celebration on 

August 19 and first day of classes on August 26. 

 

 
While their parents look on “eggs”-pectantly, St. John’s 

children “eggs”-citedly gather eggs on an “eggs”-

cellent Saturday morning of March 31. 

 

mailto:ferrinyouthgroup@gmail.com
http://www.skyzone.com/fairviewheights
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Event Reminders on Your Cell Phones 

We are offering you another method of receiving 

information about events here at St. John’s. It is Remind 

Me.com, a free system that will allow us to send text 

messages to you reminding you of what is happening in 

our family of faith. However, it does not allow for group 

discussions so that there will not be continued unwanted 

messages from anyone in the group receiving the text.  

To join this remind system for St. John’s, simply 

text the message @2h9de to the number 81010. If you 

have any questions about this please contact our office at 

282-2394. Thank you! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

+Vacation Bible School will be June 18-22 from 9-

11a.m. at St. John’s Lutheran Church for children who 

have just finished 3-year-old Pre-K through 6
th
 grade. 

(Please notice the change in age. It goes according to the 

grade you just finished in school rather than the grade 

you will be entering.) Youth and adult helpers will be 

needed, appreciated, and blessed! 

+Sunday, June 3
rd

 is Christian Day at the Ballpark, 

Cardinals versus the Pirates, with post-game program 

featuring Cardinals players, Manager Mike Matheny and 

Cardinals coach and Hall of Famer Willie McGee. This 

is presented by Thrivent Financial. For tickets call 

314/345-9000 or visit cardinals/com/christianday. 

+Saturday, June 9
th
 is the Bob Streuter Memorial 

Golf Scramble at Roland Barkau Memorial Course in 

Okawville. The shotgun start is at 8:30 a.m. The cost is 

$80 per person for 18 holes with cart and meal 

following. There will be a hole in one contest for $5,000. 

The proceeds benefit our Southern Illinois District 

Student Aid Endowment Fund to assist those studying 

for church professional careers. See Pastor Nebel if you 

would like to represent St. John’s on a team. 

 

Review Of The Reformation 

(The following message was given by David Snyder at 

our School Alumni Dinner on Saturday, February 3. It is 

a continuation of an article in the April newsletter. It is 

printed with his permission. Thank you!) 

“Help me! And I will become a monk!” 

On July 2, 1505 while returning to Erfurt after 

visiting his family, Luther was caught in a severe storm, 

with violent thunder and lightning. In the midst of the 

storm, after having been knocked to the ground by a 

particularly violent strike of lightning, Martin prayed to 

St. Anne and vowed: “Help me! And I will become a 

monk!”  (St. Anne is the patron saint of miners). On July 

17, Luther entered the Augustine Monastery in Erfurt, 

much to the disappointment of his father. 

Luther pursued his religious life with vigor, 

studying Scripture diligently and on April 3, 1507, 

Martin was ordained a priest.  It was at the monastery 

that Martin continued to struggle with how to earn 

salvation and would fast for days, did not sleep for days, 

all in an effort to find peace for the soul.  

But here God was also leading.  The head of the 

order, Johann Staupitz, has also made special study of 

the scriptures for guidance. He told Luther “There is not 

true repentance other than that which flows from the 

love of God and His righteousness.”  These words 

penetrated Luther’s soul and he searched the scripture 

and was overjoyed that Staupitz words agreed perfectly 

with the Bible.  The first seed was sown. 

Because Staupitz was appreciative of Luther’s 

independent and personal investigations and search for 

truth, he recommended Martin to be a substitute 

professor at the newly founded University of 

Wittenberg.   Martin was only 25 years old at the time.  

This university, which was destined to play so large a 

part in the Reformation, was founded by Duke Frederick 

(the Wise), the Elector of Saxony.  Frederick was 

impressed and approved of Luther and called him to the 

University in 1508.  Martin studied as he lectured and 

received is B. Th. in 1509.  It was during his study for 

his theology degree that he found the statement by Paul 

in Romans 1:17, “The just shall live by faith”, which he 

noted did not agree with the theology that he had 

learned. 

In 1511, Luther returned to Erfurt for 21 months, as 

his original appointment was only temporary.  However, 

he was then called back to Wittenberg.  Before he 

returned to Wittenberg, he took a pilgrimage (some say a 

mission for the Augustinians) to Rome. There he became 

disgusted and alarmed by the laxity and impurity of 

many of the Roman priests.   Even though this bothered 

him greatly, he still supported the Roman church.   

Another seed was sown.  

He returned to Wittenberg and in 1512, at the age of 

29, Luther received his Doctor of Theology and then 

took a permanent position at the University of 

Wittenberg where he lectured on the Bible and continued 

to study and preach.  It was during this time (sometime 

between 1508 and 1517) that Luther finally understood 

that God gives His righteousness as a gift in Christ. 

This discovery is often called Luther's "Tower 

Experience," because in one of his "table talks" he 

mentions that he was studying Romans 1:17 “The just 

shall live by faith”,  in the heated room (his study) of the 

tower of the Black Cloister in Wittenberg when the light 
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broke upon him. (The Black Cloister was the monastery 

of the Augustinian Hermits, and later, when all the 

monks had voluntarily left, it was Luther's home). Luther 

makes it clear in several places in his writings and, 

during his “table talks” that this, not the Theses, was the 

pivotal event of his life. 

The tower experience, according to Luther was a 

conversion experience. When he had discovered that 

God gives His righteousness as a gift in Christ, he felt 

that he "was altogether born again and had entered 

paradise itself through open gates . . . Quoting from one 

of his Table Talks Luther states, and I quote “The words 

‘righteous’ and ‘righteousness of God’ struck my 

conscience like lightning. When I heard them I was 

exceedingly terrified. If God is righteous [I thought], he 

must punish. But when by God’s grace I pondered, in the 

tower and heated room of this building, over the words, 

‘He who through faith is righteous shall live’ [Rom. 

1:17] and ‘the righteousness of God’ [Rom. 3:21], I soon 

came to the conclusion that if we, as righteous men, 

ought to live from faith and if the righteousness of God 

contributes to the salvation of all who believe, then 

salvation won’t be our merit but God’s mercy. My spirit 

was thereby cheered. For it’s by the righteousness of 

God that we’re justified and saved through Christ. These 

words [which had before terrified me] now became more 

pleasing to me. The Holy Spirit unveiled the Scriptures 

for me in this tower.”  Luther was truly converted from 

the theology of the church in Rome.  The final seed was 

sown.  

It was also during all this time (in 1517) that Pope 

Leo X declared an indulgence for the rebuilding of St. 

Peter’s in Rome.  A monk, John Tetzel, was selling 

indulgences in the area outside of Saxony, and he 

apparently was very good at it.   He was one of Pope Leo 

favorites as he obtained considerable funds for Rome. 

Luther, disgusted with Tetzel and the sale of 

indulgences, preached twice against indulgences and 

about being justified by faith, once on October 13, 1516 

and then again in February of 1517. These were really 

the birth pangs of the Reformation.  

 

Acolyte Schedule 

Sat. May 5  5 p.m. Mitchell Fleming 

Sun. May 6  8 a.m. Jesse Crafton 

   10:30 a.m. Caleb Guebert  

 

Thu. May 10  8:30 a.m. Kaci Trost 

   7 p.m. Cailee Strong 

 

Sat. May 12  5 p.m. Kane Trost 

Sun. May 13  8 a.m. Maggie DuFrenne 

   10:30 a.m. Dustin Salger 

 

Sat. May 19  5 p.m. Allyson Fruth 

Sun. May 20  8 a.m. Lucas Guebert 

   10:30 a.m. Zandra Harless 

 

Sat. May 26  5 p.m. Sam Wright 

Sun. May 27  8 a.m. Jacob Kuehner 

   10:30 a.m. Ashlynn Crafton 

If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please 

switch with another acolyte and contact the office with 

the change. 

 

Worship Greeter Schedule 

I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1  

Sat. May 5 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried  

Sun. May 6 8 a.m. John and Norma Preston; 

   Loren Harms & Lois Mesnarich 

  10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel; 

                       Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

 

Thu. May 10 7 p.m. Cliff and Arlou Papenberg 

 

Sat. May 12 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. May 13 8 a.m. Ken & Joan Voges; Lisa Quinn  

  10:30 a.m. Jim and Judy Guebert; 

   Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

 

Sat. May 19 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. May 20 8 a.m. Kalin and Kathy Liefer;  

   Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

  10:30 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers; 

   Vernon and Evelyn Muench 

 

Sat. May 26 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. May 27  8 a.m. Roger and Peggy Hanebutt; 

   Ken and Joan Ruwald 

  10:30 a.m. Bob and Arlene Pratt; 

   Omer and Neva Liefer 

 

Sat. June 2 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried  

Sun. June 3 8 a.m. Milton and Mary Ann Weber; 

   Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

  10:30 a.m. Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

There is an opening in our 10:30 a.m. schedule for a 

couple or for two individuals to serve as greeters. 

Please call the church office if you are willing to help! 
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May Church and School Calendar 

Monday, April 30- 

7:00 p.m. Sunday School Teachers’ meeting in the school library 

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school music room 

Tuesday, May 1- Pastor Nebel at training w/ LCMS Foundation 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. District Pastors’ Conference at Columbia  

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, May 2-  

Pastor Nebel at training w/ LCMS Foundation 

8:30 a.m. School Chapel Service at church led by 1
st
 grade 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Doris Mueller in the FH 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. 8
th
 grade Public School Confirmation classes 

7:30 p.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (Numbers)  

Thursday, May 3- Pastor Nebel at training w/ LCMS Foundation 

7:00 a.m. National Day of Prayer Breakfast at Red Bud Hospital 

Friday, May 4- 

8:30 a.m. Early Childhood Chapel led by Mrs. Schmitz 

4-7 p.m. PTL Rummage Sale in the school’s old gym   

Saturday, May 5-    

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

8 a.m. to noon PTL Rummage Sale in the school’s old gym 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:00 p.m. 8
th
 grade class trip returns 

SUNDAY, May 6-   

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes   

10:30 a.m. Divine Service  

11 a.m. 7
th
 Grade BBQ and PTL Plant Sale in school parking lot 

Noon Senior Youth meeting in the church basement 

Monday, May 7- 

7:00 p.m. Board of Elders meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school’s music room 

Tuesday, May 8-  

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service at Red Bud Care Center 

12:30 to 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. Men’s Club Fish Fry and meeting in church garage  

Wednesday, May 9-  

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Doris Mueller in the FH 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. Grade 8 Public School Confirmation classes 

7:30 p.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (Numbers) 

Thursday, May 10- Ascension Day! 

8:30 a.m. Ascension Day Holy Communion service at church 

1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center in Baldwin 

8:30 a.m. Ascension Day Holy Communion service at church 

Saturday, May 12- Lutheran District Track meet at Belleville 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service   

SUNDAY, May 13- Happy Mother’s Day!  

8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Adult and Youth Bible Classes 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion   

Monday, May 14-   

8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Confirmation Field Trip to LCMS IC 

6:00 p.m. Board of Parish Education meeting in school library 

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school music room 

Tuesday, May 15- Last Day of School! 

8:30 a.m. Closing Chapel Service 

11:00 a.m. Final school dismissal 

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. Worship Committee meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, May 16- 

8:00 a.m. School staff meeting 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Doris Mueller 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

6:30 p.m. School Sports Banquet 

7:30 p.m. Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall (Numbers) 

Thursday, May 17- No Bible class in the Fellowship Hall  

7:30 p.m. Eighth Grade Graduation Service at church 

Friday, May 18-  

7:00 p.m. Graduation at Christ Our Savior Lutheran HS 

Saturday, May 19- Lutheran State Track Meet at Chicago 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

SUNDAY, May 20- The Day of Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible Classes  

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Monday, May 21- Pasor Koen on vacation through the 27th  

7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting in the school library 

Tuesday, May 22-  

8:00 a.m. School staff meeting 

a.m. Pastor Nebel at seminary Field Education Supervisors’ Conf.  

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

1:30 p.m. Holy Communion Service at Garden Place 

Wednesday, May 23-  

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Doris Mueller 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

7:30 p.m. Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall (Numbers) 

Thursday, May 24-  

6:30 a.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall  

8:00 a.m. School staff meeting 

1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center in Baldwin 

Saturday, May 26-  

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

5:00 p.m. Christ Our Savior Dinner Auction at Evansville 

SUNDAY, May 27- Trinity Sunday and Freedom Celebration  

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion   

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes   

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

Monday, May 28- Memorial Day; Office Closed 

Wednesday, May 30- 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

7:30 p.m. Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall (Numbers) 

Thursday, May 31- Epistles Articles are due! 

6:30 a.m. Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 



8 
 

Set Up Direct Payments Through ACH 

Routine payments to St. John’s now can be made by 

direct electronic withdrawal.  If you choose, payments for 

such as offerings, school lunches, preschool tuition, and 

daycare can be automatically withdrawn securely from the 

bank account you designate at either bi-weekly or monthly 

intervals. To set up this option, simply fill out a form in the 

school office and select each payment account you would 

like to have automatically withdrawn.  It is free to set up. 

You can make changes or cancel at any time at no cost.  If 

there are insufficient funds in the specified account at the 

time of payment, no funds will be withdrawn and the user 

will be notified.  We hope that this option offers 

convenience to users and will result in a greater level of 

efficiency for our congregation. This is completely 

optional. No one is required to sign up. If you feel more 

comfortable continuing to make payments via cash or 

check, please do so!   Kara Wagner, Treasurer 
 

Review Of The Reformation 

(The following message was given by David Snyder at 

our School Alumni Dinner on Saturday, February 3. It is 

a continuation of an article in the May newsletter. It is 

printed with his permission. Thank you!) 

Then on October 31, 1517, Luther nailed the 95 

theses on the door of his church, thus officially starting 

the Protestant Reformation.  The 95 theses were a list of 

95 propositions concerning indulgences over which 

Luther wished to debate.  He also sent a list to his area 

bishop, Albrecht of Mainz, who forwarded them to 

Rome. The Pope at first seeing these Theses, basically 

ignored them and stated that “some drunken German has 

written them and when sober again, will speak 

differently.”  This lack of interest by the Pope and the 

church, actually helped the Reformation to gain solid 

footing.  

It wasn’t until August 1518, almost a year later, 

when Luther was handed an order from the Pope to 

come to Rome and answer the charge of heresy.  

However, Duke Frederick, not wanting his star professor 

taken to Rome, insisted that his trial be held in Germany, 

resulting in a trial in the town of Augsburg.  Here Luther 

met with Cardinal Legate Cajetan and refused to recant, 

wrote a defense of his position and then returned to 

Wittenberg.  

Upon request to arrest Luther, Frederick the Wise 

refused to surrender Luther.  It was around that time that 

Philip Melanchthon joined the faculty at Wittenberg.  

Melanchthon would strongly support Luther and was the 

primary author, under Luther’s guidance, of the 

Augsburg confession, which I will touch on later.  

In November of 1518, the Pope issued a Bull 

(which is a proclamation) of warning against Luther, 

which really had no effect on Luther as he continued to 

preach and write on justification by grace through faith. 

Finally, in June of 1520, the Pope issued the bull 

Exsurge Domine, giving Luther sixty days to recant or 

be excommunicated. Luther gave his answer in 

December by burning the bull and the Code of Canon 

Law at the Wittenberg city gates.  

Luther was excommunicated by the papal bull 

Decet Romanum Pontificem on January 3, 1521, but 

again under protection of Frederick, Luther was 

untouched and not arrested.  Instead, he was called by 

Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, before the German 

Diet at the city of Worms, which began in January of 

1521, again asking him to recant. 

This is where Luther gave his famous response: 

“Since your Imperial Majesty wants a plain answer, I 

shall give him a plain answer without horns or teeth. 

Unless I am refuted and convicted by testimonies of the 

Scriptures or by arguments – since I believe neither the 

popes nor the councils alone, it being evident that they 

have often erred and contradicted one another – I am 

conquered by the Holy Scriptures I have quoted and my 

conscience is bound by the Word of God.  I cannot and 

will not recant anything, since it is unsafe and dangerous 

to act against one’s conscience.  Here I stand, I cannot 

do otherwise. So help me God. Amen.” 

The emperor was reluctant to seize Luther, as many 

of princes and dukes were already supporting Luther and 

he did not want to risk civil war.  Luther was allowed to 

leave, giving promise of safe passage by the emperor.  

However, fearing for Luther’s life, Frederick, again 

stepped in and secretly kidnapped him and took him to 

Wartburg Castle. Only the keeper of the Castle knew 

who Luther was. The rest of the occupants believed he 

was a visiting knight.  Most people believed Luther was 

dead. 

On May 25 of 1521, Charles V issues the Edict of 

Worms, not knowing if Luther was dead, declaring 

Luther a public outlaw and criminal and making it illegal 

to have Luther’s books.  This did not stop the 

Reformation. 

During his time at Wartburg from May 1521 to 

March 1522, Luther did one of his most important 

works, translating the New Testament into German, the 

people’s language.   Dad would say that this was 

definitely a miracle and work of the Holy Spirit through 

Luther as he did it in only 11 weeks.   The New 

Testament was published in late 1522 and the 

Reformation Movement gained further momentum.   I 

expect that dad would then also interject here that 

another action of God to help the movement was the 

invention of the printing press by Johann Guttenberg in 

1448. The growth of the printing press was a crucial 

factor on the rise and spread of the Reformation. 



9 
 

In fact, Luther relied heavily on the printing press to 

publish his works. By 1519 Luther had become Europe’s 

most published author, his 45 compositions republished 

in nearly 300 editions.  By 1522 Luther had produced 

some 160 writings, all helping the spread of the 

Reformation.  The printing press, of course, helped get 

the Bible in German into the hands of the people.  

Luther returned to Wittenberg after only 10 months 

at Wartburg, mainly to help stop a near riot and peasant 

uprising as the reformation movement had become 

radical where schools were closed and altars destroyed.  

He spent the next eight days preaching and setting the 

people straight once again. This quickly calmed the 

people.  

Following his return to Wittenberg, the ban on 

Luther was lifted and God continued to protect Luther 

through Duke Frederick, and then the Elector John the 

Steadfast, Frederick’s successor.   During all this time, 

more and more of the princes and electors in Germany 

supported Luther and changed their state church to 

follow Luther’s teaching instead of Rome.  They also 

used this change to take control of lands and properties 

that were previously controlled by the church in Rome 

and to gain further political power over the Pope.  Not 

all reasons for changing the state church were on 

theological grounds but for political reasons.  However, 

the results were essentially the same, and the message 

was distributed across Europe.    

For the remainder of his life, Luther worked hard to 

create new church structure and liturgy and to start 

schools for the common people.  There were 

considerable events and items of note, post Luther’s 

return to Wittenberg that I do not have time discuss, but 

some important ones are: 

In 1525, William Tyndale visits Luther in 

Wittenberg; influenced by Luther’s translation, 

Tyndale’s English translation of the New Testament is 

printed in Worms; over 18,000 copies eventually 

smuggled into England 

His marriage to Catherine Van Bora (and ex-nun 

who escape from the convent) in 1525 was blessed with 

three sons and three daughters. 

By 1526 masses were being held in German rather 

than Latin.  In 1527 Luther published the battle hymn of 

the reformation – “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” The 

reformers began to be called “Protestants” when they 

protested theological rulings made by the Diet of Speyer 

in 1529. Also, in April and May 1529, Luther published 

the Large and Small Catechisms, mainly as a response to 

his shock at the religious ignorance of the people.  The 

Large Catechism was to be used by clergy and the Small 

Catechism was to be used at home by the family.  In 

1530, Philip Melanchthon, wrote the Augsburg 

Confession, to explain Luther’s position for a meeting 

held at Augsburg in June.  The meeting was attempt to 

reach a compromise between Catholics and Protestants 

which did not occur.   Of course, the Augsburg 

Confession is now one of the official doctrinal 

statements of the Lutheran Church. 

The peace at Augsburg, signed in 1555, was an 

agreement that no member of the empire would make 

war against any other on religious grounds.  The 

reformation could freely proceed with local rulers 

making the choice for their land to be Catholic or 

Protestant. The entire Bible in German, after Luther 

translated the Old Testament, was published in 1534. In 

1538 Luther’s Smalcald Articles are published in 

preparation for a Roman Catholic Council which did not 

take place until after his death. The first church built to 

be Lutheran, Torgau Castle Chapel, was dedicated by 

Luther on October 5, 1544. 

I could go on and on, but I think you can see that 

The Reformation had begun as a seed in Martin as a 

child, had matured in him during his schooling, and 

come to fruition when he nailed up the Ninety-Five 

Theses. The God-provided means for the Reformation 

had taken hold and continued to grow.  The Reformation 

did not only change the religious landscape of the world 

but also caused significant political and social impacts 

that I would not have time to go into. 

After preaching his last sermon on February 14, 

Luther was called home and died in Lord on February 

18, 1546 – but we all know the Reformation didn’t die 

with him as we are living proof of that. 
 

 


