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EASTER 4 B “Salvation is in the Name of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd”  Acts 4:12; 1 John 3:23, John 10:14 

 

 Before us today is a group of good character; or perhaps it is a good group of characters. It works either 

way. It has been the privilege of Pastor Koen and myself to have taught these young people the Christian faith 

over the last few years. Before that it was the privilege of day school, Sunday School and Vacation Bible 

School teachers. It also has been the privilege of you, their parents and sponsors. They have come to learn of 

their Savior Jesus Christ in whose name they are baptized. Today they confess Him publicly as their Lord. 

I. Acts 4:12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved 

 In the first reading today we hear Jesus’ disciple Peter speaking to same group of Jewish leaders which 

recently had condemned Jesus to death for “blasphemy.”  He already had spent previous night in jail for his 

preaching the resurrection of the dead in Jesus. But in the face of powerful opposition he does not apologize or 

back down. Instead he doubles down on his preaching of Jesus. The passage tells us that this is because he is 

filled with the Holy Spirit. Human power and earthly pressure is powerless against the spirit of the almighty, 

eternal Triune God. Peter explains how the day before a lame man at the temple was healed. This was done in 

name of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen from the dead.  

 For this Jesus is not just a miracle worker as the Jewish leaders thought. He is the foundation of the faith 

upon which God will build our lives, saved lives, freed from sin lives, eternal lives, only-in-Jesus kind of lives.  

This Jesus is the One who claimed you as His own in your baptism. This Jesus is the One who speaks to you in 

the revealed and inspired words of the Holy Bible. This Jesus is present for you with His body and blood in the 
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Lord’s Supper. This Jesus is forgiveness of your sins. Do not give up His saving name for there is no other 

name that saves, not yours, not anyone else’s. 

 In the next few years to come you will be pressured by the world to give up Jesus’ name and to conform to 

its sinful ways. Hold on to the Jesus who has you in His hands, for there is no other name under heaven by 

which we are saved. 

II. 1 John 3:23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and 

love one another, just as He has commanded us 

 During this year we relearned and reviewed God’s Ten Commandments.  They liked to ask for open book 

memory quizzes, but they didn’t get any. Jesus summarizes them this way: “Love God with all you are and love 

your neighbor as yourself. Thankfully this group gets along well (sometimes too much so, we can’t get them to 

be quiet). In today’s Epistle reading the Apostle John describes Jesus’ summary of commandments.  

 First, believe in the name of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. He is true God from eternity with all the power, 

essence and attributes of the Lord of the universe. All the fullness of the Deity dwells in Him bodily.  But He is 

also truly human, born as us, lived among us, died for us. His was a sacrificial suffering and an innocent death 

for He lived a sinless life. Jesus’ name means “God saves.” He kept God’s law perfectly where we cannot. His 

death is in our place so we can live in His place. Christ means the “Messiah, Anointed One.” Jesus is the 

world’s only Savior from sin. He is the One Mediator between God and us. We are to believe in His name.  

 Then we are to love one another. God’s great and sacrificial love for us in Jesus Christ leads us to love 

others. The Greek word used here is agape. This means sacrificial love. As God gave Himself for us we now 

show that self-giving love to those around us, putting others before us, being Jesus to them. 
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III. John 10:14 “I am the Good Shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me.” 

 Jesus teaches us this sacrificial love with an image well known to His 1
st
 hearers and cherished by His 

people ever since then. That is the image of the Good Shepherd. Defenseless sheep need a wise, caring and 

loving shepherd to lead, guide and tend to them. This shepherd leads them to still waters and green pastures. He  

protects them from vicious wolves and prowling thieves. The relationship of shepherd and sheep is close and 

intimate. While all sheep look alike to me, their shepherd knows one from another. Not only can he tell them 

apart, he gives them names and calls them by their name. Sheep know the voice of their own shepherd. 

Otherwise dumb animals, sheep will not answer to the call of another of the village’s shepherds. They will 

follow only their own.  

 In your holy baptism, Jesus has named you. He has placed His saving name upon you. Jesus knows you by 

that name. He calls you to follow Him in faith. He nourishes you with His Word and Sacraments. He protects 

you from what would harm you in this world. Vicious sins want to destroy your life. False shepherds want to 

steal you away from Jesus to follow their false teaching of the faith. Instead, listen to Jesus’ voice. Follow Him 

as He leads you in this life through the valley of the shadow of death to the green pastures of life with Him. 

Enjoy His goodness and mercy to you now as He prepares you to dwell with Him in the house of the Lord 

forever. AMEN 


