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From Lutheran Church Charities 

Already Overcome 

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 

word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so 

much as to shrink from death. Revelation 12:11 

Jesus defeated Satan at the cross. And His victory is 

also our victory. His authority is also our authority. We 

must acknowledge the existence of the devil, but shouldn’t 

be afraid of him. The Bible says: ‘the one who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world’ (1 John 4:4). And 

God’s spirit is within us. ‘Don’t you know that you are 

God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?’ (1 

Corinthians 3:16). God is greater than Satan, He’s more 

powerful and He’s already been ultimately victorious. And 

we’ve got God on our side. ‘If God is for us, no one can 

defeat us’ (Romans 8:31). God’s given us the key to 

overcoming Satan’s power in our lives: ‘And they overcame 

him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony.’ When we understand that Jesus’ death means 

we’ve been given authority over Satan, and we’ve been 

given victory and the promise of eternal life, the devil’s 

schemes won’t affect us in the same way. And when we 

share our testimony, or our story about how God’s worked 

in our life, we build up our faith. Remembering what God’s 

done for us helps us to trust Him and to believe that He’s 

faithful. So when we feel like we’ve come under attack 

from the devil, we can know that we can rely on God to 

bring us through, just like every other time. However 

strong the attack may feel, we can overcome it when we 

remember that we’ve already been given the victory and 

we’ve got a trustworthy, faithful and good God with us 

every step of the way. 

Prayer Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us the 

victory over Satan because of Your victory. Help me rely on 

Your strength and not my own. In Jesus’ Name, Amen 

 

From the Pastors’ Desks 

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 

you are still in your sins… But in fact Christ has been 

raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep…For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:17, 20, and 22) 

Our Christian faith is firmly founded on the fact of the 

resurrection of God’s own eternal Son living in our human 

flesh, Jesus the Christ, crucified as the full and complete 

sacrifice for our sins, but now raised from the dead in 

victory over sin, death and the devil for us. 

We are God’s resurrection people, refreshed and 

renewed for life in Jesus’ name now and forever by the 

power of the Holy Spirit at work in God’s word of the Holy 

Bible and the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper. 

Living in Jesus’ name now we return to our Triune 

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, our worship and praise 

from the blessings He first has given to us of our time, our 

talents and our treasures. 

Living in Jesus’ name we share with others the good 

news of God’s love, forgiveness and life to us through 

Jesus with those whom He places into our lives, both in the 

words that we speak and the works that we do. 

I look forward to serving you this month in the 

worship of our risen and living Lord and Savior Jesus!  

 Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark Nebel 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Forgotten 

 A young child was reciting John 3:16 and as young 

children often do, he mixed up some of his words.  He 

recited “God so loved the world that He gave His 

only forgotten Son…”   

 Elijah thought God had forgotten him as he was 

hiding in a cave from Queen Jezebel. I Kings 19: 9-10 says: 

“when the word of the LORD came to him, and he said to 

him, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’  He said, “I have 

been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the 

people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 

your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, 

even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it 

away.’” 

The Epistle  
April 2018 
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  Jesus Himself felt “forgotten” while He was hanging 

on the cross dying for our sins He prayed “My God, My 

God why have You forsaken Me?”  The disciples felt 

forgotten, as they were “hiding behind locked doors for fear 

of the Jews”. They were wondering what they should do 

next now that their rabbi was crucified a few days earlier. 

 Sometimes in our lives we may feel “forgotten”, 

when everything seems to go wrong; when a loved one dies 

and we are left behind, or when an illness is slowing taking 

control of our body.  Jesus reminds us that being 

“forgotten” is the farthest things from the truth. He is 

patiently waiting for us to open His Bible so He can remind 

us of His endless love for us. He has refreshed us with the 

presence of the Holy Spirit in us through Baptism. Paul 

reminds us: “In him (JESUS) you also, when you heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 

him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.” He comes 

to us “in, with and under” the bread and wine of His Supper 

to strengthen our faith and to prepare us to walk in His 

forgiveness each day.  Be at peace, for God has not 

forgotten us. God promises us “I will never leave you nor 

forsake you.” 

  God is with us every day and throughout each night: 

He is always here.  We only need to look to His cross and 

confess: My God and My Lord, open my heart that I too 

may see Your presence in my life.  Teach us to walk in the 

forgiveness You have given us through Your Son Jesus 

Christ. Remind us that we are not Your “forgotten” 

children.  Help us to trust Your promises, “I am with you 

always to the end of time”. 

   Your brother in Christ, Rev. Russell E. Koen 

 

2018 Confirmation Class 

Service of Questioning- April 19, 7 p.m. 

The Rite of Confirmation- April 22, 10:30 a.m. 

Jesse Lee Crafton- Isaiah 40:31 

Maxwell David Diewald- Psalm 89:1 

Maggie Irene DuFrenne- 2 Samuel 22:33-34 

Molly Rose Ellner- Joshua 1:9 

Allyson Nicole Fruth- Psalm 62:1-2 

Lindsey Marie Fruth- Jeremiah 29:11 

Caleb Thomas Guebert- Psalm 27:1 

Jason Kolton Guebert- Proverbs 3:5-6 

Megan Danielle Henry- Isaiah 41:10 

Mason Alexander Kinney- 1 Chronicles 16:11-12a 

Addison LeeAnn Liefer- Psalm 116:1-2 

Colton James Liefer- Ephesians 4:32 

Easton Cole Lucht- Philippians 4:12b-13 

Taylor Laine Luthy- 2 Timothy 4:7-8a 

Ashley Jean Ottoson- Isaiah 43:1 

Madison Elaine Pensoneau- Colossians 3:17 

Katherine Grace Schneider- John 10:27-28 

Hannah Marie Sievers- Proverbs 31:30 

Michael Jeffrey Joseph Watters- Romans 1:16 

PTL Dinner Auction 

The 10
th
 annual PTL Dinner Auction was held on 

March 17 at the Hecker Community Center. Around 300 

people enjoyed the meal and activities. The event raised 

over $100,000 for the PTL’s work in supporting our 

Christian ministry through our day school. We thank 

everyone who served on the committee, worked that 

evening, donated an item or service and attended the event! 

Evening Guild News 

Evening Guild Gathering: Tuesday, April 17 at 7:00 

p.m. We are inviting the congregation to hear Rev. Micah 

Glenn and Deaconess Dorothy Glenn with Lutheran Hope 

Center in Ferguson, MO. Serving the Lord in Ferguson!  

LWML Lower Kaskaskia Zone Spring Rally is 

Thursday, April 5 at St Paul’s Lutheran Church in New 

Athens. “Women of Faith” is the theme. The cost $8. 

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Opening devotions are at 

9:30 a.m. with Pastor Lukomski. Our special guest will be 

Barbara Kay portraying Katie Luther.  The in-gathering 

collection will be for the Concordia Historical Institute and 

zone expenses.  

A Time for Everything! A spring mini-retreat will be 

at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Waterloo on Saturday, 

April 28 from 9-11 a.m. Begin the morning with a yummy 

breakfast followed by a bit of music and a wonderful 

speaker, Jessica Bordeleau, followed by a bit more music & 

singing, all while praising and giving glory to God!  The 

theme for this year’s retreat is based on Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. 

 The quilting schedule for April is Tuesdays from 

12:30 to 3:00 p.m. and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The quilting room is a great place for fellowship! 

Baldwin Sight Center: Volunteer your time to help 

make large print books at the Baldwin Center on the 2
nd

 

and 4
th
 Thursdays of the month. We will do the 12

th
 and 

26
th
 in April. Call Mary Ann Wegener (282-2893) or come 

to the church parking lot at 1 p.m.  

 “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman 

who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her of the fruit of 

her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.” 

Proverbs 31:30-31 

Adult Bible Class Opportunities 

Sunday: 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. Fellowship Hall, “Prayer” 

 (Pastor Nebel) 

Sunday: 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. School Library, “Psalms: 

 Lifelight” (Pastor Koen) 

Wednesdays: 9:30 a.m. FH (Women’s) “Advanced Bible 

 History” (Doris Mueller) 

Wednesdays: 7:30 p.m. FH “Numbers” (Pastor Nebel) 

Thursdays, 6:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall “To the Hebrews” 

Thursdays: 8:15 a.m. FH (Women’s) “To the 

 Thessalonians” (Julie Fehr) 

1
st
 and 3

rd
 Saturdays: FH, Men’s Bible Breakfast 

 “Angels” (Pastor Nebel)  
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From the Principal’s Pen 

Easter Blessings to you!  I pray that you and your 

family have a wonderful time together celebrating the 

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   

March was busy! The girls Cheerleading team placed 

2
nd

 in State at the Lutheran Sports Association competition 

in Chicago. Congratulations to the girls who have worked 

so hard and Lesley Fruth, the cheerleading coach!  The 

girls Volleyball team won Regional’s with another great 

night of competition in our gym.  Congratulations to these 

fine athletes and their coaches, Beth Diewald, Tonya 

Wagner, Amber Piel and Natalie Guebert. Michael Watters 

qualified for the State Geography Bee which will be held 

on April 6. We wish him well!  Anna Wolters received a 1
st
 

Place Superior at the District Music Contest and qualifies 

for State!  The Regional Science Fair was held at 

Carbondale with Grace Guebert, Mitchell Fleming, Ashton 

Liefer, Noah Tepe and Riley Candler representing our 

school.  Christine Liefer, Hailey Proctor, Eva Kinney, 

Crewe Wagner, Grace Guebert, Carolyne Mulherin and 

Easton Lucht represented our school at the Art Contest held 

at Valmeyer. Chase Lucht won 1
st
 place in the essay contest 

held by the Randolph County Soil and Water Conservation 

District. Both Chase and Mrs. Schnepel will receive a 

check from them. Mrs. Schnepel’s check will be used for 

items in the classroom. Third quarter awards were 

presented with the following students being recognized:  

3
RD

 QUARTER AWARDS:  

Kindergarten: Perfect School- Colton Albert, Landon 

Bumann, Amelia Cheek, Cooper DeWilde, Kellen 

Herriman, Aubrey Kiefer, Payton Liefer, Jozlynn Palm, 

Easton Ruebusch. Perfect Church & Sunday School- Henry 

Sachtleben.  

1
st
 Grade: Perfect School- Ella Cowell, Maya 

Macbeth, Lyle Schlueter, Tessa Stenzel & Brendyn 

Wegener. Perfect Church- Ella Cowell, Jack Sachtleben, 

Cailyn Wilson. Perfect Sunday School- Jack Sachtleben, 

Cailyn Wilson.  

2
nd

 Grade: Perfect School- Mallory Arbeiter, Josef 

Biffar, Cason Birch, Louis DeWilde, Kade Liefer, 

Madeline Luther, Lilly Meyer, Addy Schloemann. Perfect 

Church- Cason Birch, Molly Kuehn, Brian Liefer, Norah 

Wagner. Perfect Sunday School- Mallory Arbeiter, Cason 

Birch, Brian Liefer, Norah Wagner.  

3
rd

 Grade Mrs. Valleroy: Perfect School- Annika 

Herriman, Kate Krack, Landon Ruebusch, Eve 

Schwartzkopf. 

3
rd

 Grade Mrs. Koen: Perfect School- Ian Moll, Milla 

Neff and Colby Voss. 

4
th

 Grade: Perfect School- Ava Clifford, Kadin Liefer. 

Honors- Morgan Kent. High Honors- Densil Cogar, Jack 

Crafton, Grayson Herriman, Lily Kent, Austin Kiefer, 

Emma Kiefer, Addie Meyer, Kerrigan Zeiger. Highest 

Honors- Evan Kiefer, Addyson Piel, Alexa Wegener.  

5
th
 Grade Mrs. Nebel: Perfect School- Chloe Cowell, 

Taylor Guebert, Eva Kinney, Summer Luttman, Bruce 

Quinn, Lucas Schwartzkoph, Daniel Stapleton. Perfect 

Church- Makayla Liefer, Christine Liefer, Bruce Quinn. 

Perfect Sunday School- Christine Liefer, Daniel Stapleton. 

Honors- Bruce Quinn. High Honors- Christine Liefer, Torie 

Muench, Daniel Stapleton, Crewe Wagner. Highest 

Honors- Jakob Biffar, Chloe Cowell, Sofia Jones, Eva 

Kinney.  

5
th
 Grade Mrs. Letcher: Perfect School- Blake Henry, 

Hailey Proctor, Samuel Roscow, Cadin Voss. Perfect 

Church- Connor Jordan, Samuel Roscow. Perfect Sunday 

School- Connor Jordan, Samuel Roscow. Honors- Hailey 

Proctor, Karson Liefer. High Honors- Cadin Voss, Grant 

Krack. Highest Honors- Emme Deterding, Blake Henry 

Samuel Roscow, Derek Whelan.  

6
th
 Grade- Perfect School- Dylan Minemann, Isaac 

Moll, Dustin Salger, Byron Schlueter, Ben Whelan, Sam 

Wright. Perfect Church- Cash Langrehr, Josie Meyer, 

Olivia Schluter, Kaci Trost. Honors- Ben Whelan, Lucas 

Guebert, Josie Meyer, Isaac Moll, Byron Schlueter. High 

Honors- Claire Diewald, Cash Langrehr, Dustin Salger, 

Olivia Schluter, Trace Wagner. Highest Honors- Melayna 

Crafton, Addi Dilley, Chase Lucht, Ryker Papenberg.  

7
th
 Grade: Perfect School- Grace Guebert, Madison 

Kirkland, Ashton Liefer, Simone Liefer, Kyle Loughner, 

Aubrey Piel, Carolyne Mulherin, Noah Tepe. Perfect 

Church- Ashton Liefer, Kane Trost. Perfect Sunday 

School- Ashton Liefer. Honors- Ashton Liefer, Simone 

Liefer. High Honors- Anna Wolter, Grace Guebert, Aubrey 

Piel, Carolyne Mulherin, Madison Proctor, Noah Tepe, 

Logan Salger. Highest Honors- Mitchell Fleming.  

8
th

 Grade: Perfect School- Allyson Fruth, Lindsey 

Fruth, Caleb Guebert, Megan Henry, Mason Kinney, David 

Koester, Colton Liefer, Ashley Ottoson, Katie Schneider. 

Perfect Church- Mason Kinney. Honors- Lindsey Fruth, 

Mason Kinney. High Honors- Molly Ellner, Nick Fehr, 

Allyson Fruth, Caleb Guebert, David Koester, Camden 

Langrehr, Easton Lucht, Taylor Luthy. Highest Honors- 

Megan Henry, Ashley Ottoson, Katie Schneider, Michael 

Watters.  

Many thanks to all who supported the Annual PTL 

Dinner Auction!  It was a great success!  The committee 

works very hard to plan, organize, set up and clean up all 

the items required to make it a success.  They set a goal to 

raise $100,000 and the auction exceeded the amount by 

over $2,000!  The PTL has a meeting on April 10 to verify 

how the money will be used to improve the school and 

grounds.  Again, thank you to everyone for working 

together!  All praise is given to God! 

April starts off with our celebration of Easter!  Pastor 

Nebel shared with us that Easter and April’s Fool day have 

not coincided since 1956!  So, enjoy Easter and maybe the 

pranks can wait for another time! 
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Our Annual Spring Musical will be April 6 with a 

dress rehearsal a 10 AM and an evening performance at 7 

PM. The title of the musical is “Sermon on the Mound”. A 

Scholastic Book Fair and Fellowship time with lemonade 

and cookies will follow the performance. 

Our track season began in early March and we will 

have several meets in April. Please follow the school 

calendar for dates, places and times. The Rite of 

Confirmation will take place on April 22 with questioning 

taking place on April 19. Our Volunteer luncheon will take 

place on April 20 at noon.  April 20 is a day we have a 

scheduled early dismissal at 11:18 AM. 

The 8
th

 grade class will leave for Washington DC and 

other historic places early morning, 12:15 AM, on April 28. 

As always, I look forward to the trip and experiencing our 

nation’s history through travel.  Please pray for safe travel 

and favorable weather. 

Looking ahead, we will have our last day of school on 

May 15. Our Awards Night for Sports will be on May 16 in 

the old gym and Graduation is set for May 17 at 7 PM at 

church. The year always flies by so quickly! 

God’s blessings to you, Mrs. Deitt Schneider 

 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Girls’ Basketball team gathers for a 

pep rally before their trip to the Lutheran State 

Tournament in the Chicago suburbs on March 2
nd

 and 3
rd

. 

 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Cheerleading squad gathers for a pep 

rally before their trip to the Lutheran State Tournament in 

the Chicago suburbs on March 2. 
 
They won second place! 

 
Eighth Grade Night for Girls’ Volleyball was on March 12. 

The St. John’s team won the regional championship on 

March 15. They won their first round match in the state 

tournament at Herrin on March 24. Congratulations also 

to our girls on the Red Bud Elementary School volleyball 

team. They won their regional championship and also 

participated in their state tournament. 

 

Welcome to Our Family of Faith 

March 5 Transfer in of David, Cari, Samantha, Easton and 

Chase Lucht from Trinity Lutheran Church, Prairie 

 

We Bid a Fond Farewell 

March 19 Death of Paulette Kueker 

March 25 Death of Dorothy Peters 

 

Men’s Club Meeting 

     We will not meet on our regular date, the second 

Thursday of the month, but instead we will gather with the 

ladies of the Evening Guild on the third Tuesday, April 17, 

at 7 p.m. to hear from Rev. Micah Glenn of the Ferguson 

Hope Center. He had been our scheduled speaker for our 

February Valentine’s Day Dinner. 

 

The Southern Illinois Lutheran Laymen's Board is 
meeting on Tuesday, April 17 at SID Headquarters at 7:30 

p.m.  Anyone who is interested in keeping our District a 

viable organization are welcome to come and assist in 
advancing Christ's work in Southern Illinois and 

throughout the world. Thanks, 
Jim Roeckeman, SID/LHM President 

 

Lutherans for Life 

The Southwestern Illinois Lutherans for Life will be 

collecting baby items for Safe Haven Baby Boxes. This 

organization is working with several overseas orphanages 

who take in babies who have been abandoned, most of 

which are disabled, and providing items for the babies. 

They are asking for donations of NEW baby items 

including, but not limited to, receiving blankets, burp rags, 

newborn socks, newborn hats and baby wipes. There is a 

collection box in the Fellowship Hall, or items can be 

dropped off at the school office. I will need to ship the 

items to Safe Haven by April 9th so please have your 

donations in by that date. Contact Jennifer Roscow (618-

972-5366 or swillinoislutheransforlife@yahoo.com if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

tel:%28618-972-5366
tel:%28618-972-5366
mailto:swillinoislutheransforlife@yahoo.com
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Senior Youth Activities 

What's our Senior Youth up to?  Just another busy 

April.....Serving Easter breakfast for everyone in the school 

gym Easter morning, starting at 8 a.m. until 9:15 a.m. 

Our April monthly meeting will be Saturday, March 

31 immediately following setting up for Easter 

breakfast. We'll meet in the church basement about noon.  

I'll order pizza for lunch and we will watch the movie “The 

Passion of the Christ.” 

Our Youth Lock-In is scheduled for 7 p.m. on 

Saturday, April 14 to 6 a.m. on Sunday, April 15. 

Senior Youth will host a reception in the Fellowship 

Hall following questioning on Thursday, April 19 for the 

confirmands and families. 

“Escape the Room” event is scheduled for Saturday, 

April 28.  Time to be determined by number of youth that 

reserve a spot.  The RSVP, along with $25, is due at the 

Easter Sunday breakfast. 

Our May meeting will be Sunday, May 6 at noon in 

the “Youth Hang-Out”, aka, the church basement. 

The Senior Youth thanks everyone who attends our 

BBQ's.  Whether we raise funds for a cause or for our own 

group, your support is much appreciated.  Thank you!

 God's blessings, Susie and Terry 

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble 

and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their 

strength. Isaiah 40:30 

Junior Youth Activities 

The next Junior Youth event will be at Lock-In with 

the Concordia Youth Ministry on Saturday, April 14th at 7 

p.m. to Sunday, April 15th at 7 a.m. There is no cost for 

this event.  A parent/guardian will need to sign the child in 

and out for the event.  If your child will be late for the 

event, please advise us prior to the event since the doors 

will be locked by 7:15 p.m.  Your child will need to bring a 

sleeping bag, pillow and a change of clothes.  Cell phones 

and other electronic devices will NOT be allowed during 

the event. Your child may leave his or her phone with one 

of the adult chaperones in case they need to contact you 

during the event.  Two of the classrooms will be available 

(one for the girls and one for the boys) to sleep.  Pizza, 

snacks and drinks will be provided for the youth that night. 

Please RSVP to Jennifer Roscow (618-972-

5366 or mroscow@htc.net or comment on the Junior Youth 

Facebook page) no later than April 12th. 

 

Pictorial Directories Available 

Copies of our recent pictorial directory are available 

for purchase from our office for $50. This money goes 

for our congregation’s debt relief. This would make a 

great gift for that family member who has moved away 

from Red Bud but would still like to keep in contact with 

people here at St. John’s. 

April Assistants from the Altar Guild 

Flower Servers: Irma Birkner and Sharon Koester 

Chancel Paraments: Virginia Moeller 

Communion Cloths: Lynn Langrehr  

Sunday School News 

Perfect Attendance for March- Nursery: Jackson 

Carnahan, Connor Liefer, Elsie Liefer, Henry Schnepel; 

Pre-Kdg: Aiden Arbeiter, Alexa Cheek, Natalie Kassing, 

Sydney Krick, Jackson Neff; Kindergarten: Amelia Cheek, 

Payton Liefer; 1
st
 Grade: Carson Bowles, Clare Carnahan, 

Jacob Liefer; 2
nd

 Grade: Mallory Arbeiter, Josef Biffar, 

Sydney Kassing, Lilian Meyer, Norah Wagner; 3
rd

 Grade: 

Emily Bowles, Milla Neff; 4
th

 Grade: Noah Kassing; 5
th

 

Grade: Bruce Quinn, Jr., Sam Roscow, Daniel Stapleton; 

7
th

 Grade: Ashton Liefer 

Get To Know a Sunday School Class- Mrs. Kathy 

Liefer’s First Grade Class  and what are their favorites: 

Name  Subject  Food  Color 

Carson     ?  popcorn  red 

Keegan  Math  pizza  black 

Caleb  Handwriting chocolate red 

Jacob  Handwriting candy  blue 

Clare  Reading  pizza  orange 

Brynlee  Math  candy  pink 

Tessa  Math  pizza  pink 

Brooke  Math  pizza  pink 

Estella  Math  pizza  pink 

Carson  Science  chicken  blue 

Singing in Worship- The primary Sunday School 

children will sing in the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, 

April 8. Their song will be “Make Me a Servant.”  

 

Event Reminders on Your Cell Phones 

We are offering you another method of receiving 

information about events here at St. John’s. It is Remind 

Me.com, a free system that will allow us to send text 

messages to you reminding you of what is happening in our 

family of faith. However, it does not allow for group 

discussions so that there will not be continued unwanted 

messages from anyone in the group receiving the text.  

To join this remind system for St. John’s, simply text 

the message @2h9de to the number 81010. If you have any 

questions about this please contact our office at 282-2394. 

Thank you! 

Family Fun Night at School 

St. John’s Kindergarten and Preschool is hosting a 

Family Fun Night. The books, games, snacks and activities 

will be out of sight! Preschool and kindergarten aged 

children and their families are invited. We hope everyone 

who comes to school on Tuesday, April 17 at 6:00 p.m. will 

be excited. The fun for the night is inspired by Dr. Seuss. 

The characters from his books will be on the loose. This 

event is being funded by Thrivent Financial. 

tel:%28618-972-5366
tel:%28618-972-5366
mailto:mroscow@htc.net
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Volunteer Recognition 

Spring is the time when we recognize those who go 

above and beyond.  April is National Volunteer Month. 

Winston Churchill said, "We make a living by what we get, 

but we make a life by what we give."  We will recognize 

our school volunteers in several ways this month.  At 

church services on the weekend of April 14/15, volunteers 

will be asked to stand and be recognized.  Throughout the 

week at school we will highlight our volunteers in the daily 

announcements.  Finally, on April 20, an appreciation 

luncheon will be held to honor them. We love our 

volunteers' servant hearts.  Thank you so much. 

Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today? 

Life Line Screening will be here on Monday, April 9, 

2018 offering safe, painless, non-invasive preventive health 

screenings that are typically not a part of a routine physical. 

To learn more about your risk of having a stroke or 

vascular disease, there is no time like the present to take 

advantage of this limited-time offer, being extended to our 

members only! In order to receive your special member 

pricing, and first choice of appointment times, you 

MUST pre-register via one of the methods below. 

CALL:  the pre-registration phone number from any 

printed flyer, poster, etc.OR 

VISIT: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircleOR 

TEXT: the word ‘circle’ to 797979 OR 

EMAIL ME: Via the Participant Name, Phone, Address 

Cheryl Porter, Health Service Coordinator 

Life Line Screening 

Phone: (800) 897-9177 11286 

Fax: (866) 836-7156 

Email: cheryl.porter@llsa.com 

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 

 

Red Bud Community Prayer Breakfast 

On Thursday, May 3
rd

 at 7 a.m. there will be a Prayer 

Breakfast in the ground floor auditorium of Red Bud 

Regional Hospital in observance of the National Day 

of Prayer. Red Bud Regional Hospital is hosting this in 

cooperation with the Rotary Club of Red Bud, the Red Bud 

Lions Club, and the Red Bud Chamber of Commerce. Sara 

Decareaux, author of From Here to Heaven, will be the 

guest speaker. A $10 suggested donation is requested to go 

towards the buffet, with all proceeds going to the Human 

Service Center.  Seating is limited, so please RSVP to Julie 

Hudson at julie_hudson@quorumhealth.com or 282-5456 

by April 20th. 

 

Acolyte Schedule 

Fri. March 30  8:30 a.m. Dylan Minemann  

   7:00 p.m. Sam Wright 

 

Sat. March 31  5 p.m. Hannah Sievers 

Sun. April 1  6:30 a.m. Riley Candler 

   10:30 a.m. Simone Liefer 

 

Sat. April 7  5 p.m. Max Diewald 

Sun. April 8  8 a.m. Megan Henry 

   10:30 a.m. Lyla Hess 

 

Sat. April 14  5 p.m. Kole Guebert 

Sun. April 15  8 a.m. Ashton Liefer 

   10:30 a.m. Maggie Brown 

 

Sat. April 21  5 p.m. Trace Wagner  

Sun. April 22  8 a.m. Riley Candler 

   10:30 a.m. Ashlynn Crafton 

 

Sat. April 28  5 p.m. Grace Guebert 

Sun. April 29  8 a.m. Madison Pensoneau  

   10:30 a.m. Jeremy Collins 

If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please switch 

with another acolyte and contact the office with the change. 

 

Worship Greeter Schedule 

I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1  

Sat. March 31 5 p.m. Miriam Poston  

Sun. April 1 6:30 a.m. Ken & Joan Voges; Lisa Quinn 

  10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel; 

                       Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

 

Sat. April 7 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. April 8 8 a.m. Kalin and Kathy Liefer;  

   Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

  10:30 a.m. Jim and Judy Guebert; 

   Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

 

Sat. April 14 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. April 15 8 a.m. Roger and Peggy Hanebutt; 

   Ken and Joan Ruwald 

  10:30 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers; 

   Vernon and Evelyn Muench 

 

Sat. April 21 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried  

Sun. April 22  8 a.m. Milton and Mary Ann Weber; 

   Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

  10:30 a.m. Bob and Arlene Pratt; 

   Omer and Neva Liefer 

 

Sat. April 28 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. April 29 8 a.m. Wil and Martha Krick; 

   Cindy Steele & Olivia Schmitz 

  10:30 a.m. Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

There is an opening in our 10:30 a.m. schedule for a 

couple or for two individuals to serve as greeters. Please 

call the church office if you are willing to help! 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
tel:(800)%20897-9177
tel:(866)%20836-7156
mailto:cheryl.porter@llsa.com
https://c.na29.content.force.com/email/www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
mailto:julie_hudson@quorumhealth.com
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April Church and School Calendar 
Saturday, March 31-  

9:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt on the north lawn of the school 

10:00 a.m. Senior Youth set-up for Ester Breakfast in the old gym 

Noon Senior Youth meeting in the church basement 

5:00 p.m. Easter Festival Service with Holy Communion 

SUNDAY, April 1- The Resurrection of Our Lord  

6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service with Holy Communion     

8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast in the school’s old gym 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes   

10:30 a.m. Easter Festival Service with Holy Communion   

Monday, April 2- No School!  
7:00 p.m. Board of Elders meets in the Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, April 3-  

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, April 4- 

8:30 a.m. School Chapel Service at church led by 2nd grade 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Doris Mueller in the FH 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. 6th-8th grades Public School Confirmation classes 

7:30 p.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (Numbers)  

Thursday, April 5-  

6:30 a.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (Hebrews) 

8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Julie Fehr in the FH 

6:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice in the church balcony 

Friday, April 6-   

10:00 a.m. School musical dress rehearsal 

7:00 p.m. School musical in the school’s old gym   

Saturday, April 7-    

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
SUNDAY, April 8-   

8:00 a.m. Divine Service    

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes   

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

2:00 p.m. Pastor Nebel has devotional service at RB Care Center 

Monday, April 9- 

8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Lifeline screenings in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m. Board of Parish Education meeting in school library 

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school’s music room 

Tuesday, April 10-  

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service at Red Bud Care Center 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pastors’ Circuit Conference at Emmanuel, Percy 

12:30 to 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. PTL meeting in the school library 

Wednesday, April 11- Senior OVC Track Meet at Red Bud HS 

8:30 a.m.  School Chapel Service at church led by 5th grade 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Doris Mueller in the FH 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. Grades 6-8 Public School Confirmation classes 

7:30 p.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, April 12-  

6:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the FH (“To the Hebrews”) 

8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Julie Fehr in the FH 

1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center in Baldwin 

No Men’s Club today; they meet with Evening Guild on the 17th 

Friday, April 13-  

8:30 a.m. Early Childhood Chapel led by Amanda Falkenhain 

6:00 p.m. Liefer-Heinen wedding rehearsal 

Saturday, April 14-  

1:00 p.m. Liefer-Heinen wedding 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service   

7:00 p.m. Junior and Senior Youth Lock-in begins  

SUNDAY, April 15-   

7:00 a.m. Junior and Senior Youth Lock-in ends 

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion   

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Adult and Youth Bible Classes 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service (Alternative) 

5:30 -7:00 p.m. 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat at church  

Monday, April 16-   

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school music room 

7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting in the school library 

Tuesday, April 17-  

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m. Preschool/Kindergarten Family Fun Night 

7:00 p.m. Evening Guild/Men’s Club gathering in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, April 18- Junior OVC Track Meet at Red Bud HS 

8:30 a.m. School Chapel Service at church led by 3rd grades 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Doris Mueller 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

1:18 p.m. Early school dismissal 

2:00 p.m. 8th grade Public School Confirmation class 

7:30 p.m. Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, April 19-  

6:30 a.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (Hebrews) 

8:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Julie Fehr 

6:00 p.m. Bell choir practice in the church balcony 

7:00 p.m. Junior Confirmation Questioning Service 

Friday, April 20-  

8:30 a.m. Early Childhood Chapel led by  

Noon Volunteer luncheon in the school cafeteria 

Saturday, April 21- Red Bud Catholic Track Meet 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

SUNDAY, April 22- 

8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible Classes  

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion and the Rite of 

 Confirmation 

Monday, April 23-  

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school music room 

Tuesday, April 24-  

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

1:30 p.m. Holy Communion Service at Garden Place 

Wednesday, April 25-  

8:30 a.m. School Chapel Service at church led by 7th grade 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Doris Mueller 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. 6th-8th grades Public School Confirmation classes 

7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, April 26- Randolph County Track Meet (Chester?) 

6:30 a.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (“to the Hebrews”) 

8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Julie Fehr in the FH 

1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center in Baldwin 

6:00 p.m. Bell choir practice in the church balcony 

Friday, April 27-  

8:30 a.m. Early Childhood Chapel service led by Mrs. Steele 

Saturday, April 28- Regional Track Meet 

12:15 a.m. 8th Grade class trip leaves for Washington DC 

??? Senior Youth Escape the Room event  

5:00 p.m. Divine Service  

5:00 p.m. Christ Our Savior Dinner Auction at Evansville 

SUNDAY, April 29-  

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion   

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes   

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Monday, April 30- 

7:00 p.m. Sunday School Teachers’ meeting in the school library 

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school music room 
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Set Up Direct Payments Through ACH 

Routine payments to St. John’s now can be made by 

direct electronic withdrawal.  If you choose, payments for 

such as offerings, school lunches, preschool tuition, and 

daycare can be automatically withdrawn securely from the 

bank account you designate at either bi-weekly or monthly 

intervals. To set up this option, simply fill out a form in the 

school office and select each payment account you would 

like to have automatically withdrawn.  It is free to set up. 

You can make changes or cancel at any time at no cost.  If 

there are insufficient funds in the specified account at the 

time of payment, no funds will be withdrawn and the user 

will be notified.  We hope that this option offers 

convenience to users and will result in a greater level of 

efficiency for our congregation. This is completely 

optional. No one is required to sign up. If you feel more 

comfortable continuing to make payments via cash or 

check, please do so!   Kara Wagner, Treasurer 

Review Of The Reformation 

(The following message was given by David Snyder at 

our School Alumni Dinner on Saturday, February 3. It is 

a continuation of an article in the March newsletter. It is 

printed with his permission. Thank you!) 

“Help me! And I will become a monk!” 

On July 2, 1505 while returning to Erfurt after 

visiting his family, Luther was caught in a severe storm, 

with violent thunder and lightning. In the midst of the 

storm, after having been knocked to the ground by a 

particularly violent strike of lightning, Martin prayed to 

St. Anne and vowed: “Help me! And I will become a 

monk!”  (St. Anne is the patron saint of miners). On July 

17, Luther entered the Augustine Monastery in Erfurt, 

much to the disappointment of his father. 

Luther pursued his religious life with vigor, 

studying Scripture diligently and on April 3, 1507, 

Martin was ordained a priest.  It was at the monastery 

that Martin continued to struggle with how to earn 

salvation and would fast for days, did not sleep for days, 

all in an effort to find peace for the soul.  

But here God was also leading.  The head of the 

order, Johann Staupitz, has also made special study of 

the scriptures for guidance. He told Luther “There is not 

true repentance other than that which flows from the 

love of God and His righteousness.”  These words 

penetrated Luther’s soul and he searched the scripture 

and was overjoyed that Staupitz words agreed perfectly 

with the Bible.  The first seed was sown. 

Because Staupitz was appreciative of Luther’s 

independent and personal investigations and search for 

truth, he  recommended Martin to be a substitute 

professor at the newly founded University of 

Wittenberg.   Martin was only 25 years old at the time.  

This university, which was destined to play so large a 

part in the Reformation, was founded by Duke Frederick 

(the Wise), the Elector of Saxony.  Frederick was 

impressed and approved of Luther and called him to the 

University in 1508.  Martin studied as he lectured and 

received is B. Th. in 1509.  It was during his study for 

his theology degree that he found the statement by Paul 

in Romans 1:17, “The just shall live by faith”, which he 

noted  did not agree with the theology that he had 

learned. 

In 1511, Luther returned to Erfurt for 21 months, as 

his original appointment was only temporary.  However, 

he was then called back to Wittenberg.  Before he 

returned to Wittenberg, he took a pilgrimage (some say a 

mission for the Augustinians) to Rome. There he became 

disgusted and alarmed by the laxity and impurity of 

many of the Roman priests.   Even though this bothered 

him greatly, he still supported the Roman church.   

Another seed was sown.  

He returned to Wittenberg and in 1512, at the age of 

29, Luther received his Doctor of Theology and then 

took a permanent position at the University of 

Wittenberg where he lectured on the Bible and continued 

to study and preach.  It was during this time (sometime 

between 1508 and 1517) that Luther finally understood 

that God gives His righteousness as a gift in Christ. 

This discovery is often called Luther's "Tower 

Experience," because in one of his "table talks" he 

mentions that he was studying Romans 1:17 “The just 

shall live by faith”,  in the heated room (his study) of the 

tower of the Black Cloister in Wittenberg when the light 

broke upon him. (The Black Cloister was the monastery 

of the Augustinian Hermits, and later, when all the 

monks had voluntarily left, it was Luther's home). Luther 

makes it clear in several places in his writings and, 

during his “table talks” that this, not the Theses, was the 

pivotal event of his life. 

The tower experience, according to Luther was a 

conversion experience. When he had discovered that 

God gives His righteousness as a gift in Christ, he felt 

that he "was altogether born again and had entered 

paradise itself through open gates . . . Quoting from one 

of his Table Talks Luther states, and I quote “The words 

‘righteous’ and ‘righteousness of God’ struck my 

conscience like lightning. When I heard them I was 

exceedingly terrified. If God is righteous [I thought], he 

must punish. But when by God’s grace I pondered, in the 

tower and heated room of this building, over the words, 

‘He who through faith is righteous shall live’ [Rom. 

1:17] and ‘the righteousness of God’ [Rom. 3:21], I soon 

came to the conclusion that if we, as righteous men, 

ought to live from faith and if the righteousness of God 

contributes to the salvation of all who believe, then 

salvation won’t be our merit but God’s mercy. My spirit 

was thereby cheered. For it’s by the righteousness of 

God that we’re justified and saved through Christ. These 
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words [which had before terrified me] now became more 

pleasing to me. The Holy Spirit unveiled the Scriptures 

for me in this tower.”  Luther was truly converted from 

the theology of the church in Rome.  The final seed was 

sown.  

It was also during all this time (in 1517) that Pope 

Leo X declared an indulgence for the rebuilding of St. 

Peter’s in Rome.  A monk, John Tetzel, was selling 

indulgences in the area outside of Saxony, and he 

apparently was very good at it.   He was one of Pope Leo 

favorites as he obtained considerable funds for Rome. 

Luther, disgusted with Tetzel and the sale of 

indulgences, preached twice against indulgences and 

about being justified by faith, once on October 13, 1516 

and then again in February of 1517. These were really 

the birth pangs of the Reformation.  
 

Then on October 31, 1517, Luther nailed the 95 

theses on the door of his church, thus officially starting 

the Protestant Reformation.  The 95 theses were a list of 

95 propositions concerning indulgences over which 

Luther wished to debate.  He also sent a list to his area 

bishop, Albrecht of Mainz, who forwarded them to 

Rome. The Pope at first seeing these Theses, basically 

ignored them and stated that “some drunken German has 

written them and when sober again, will speak 

differently.”  This lack of interest by the Pope and the 

church, actually helped the Reformation to gain solid 

footing.  

It wasn’t until August 1518, almost a year later, 

when Luther was handed an order from the Pope to 

come to Rome and answer the charge of heresy.  

However, Duke Frederick, not wanting his star professor 

taken to Rome, insisted that his trial be held in Germany, 

resulting in a trial in the town of Augsburg.  Here Luther 

met with Cardinal Legate Cajetan and refused to recant, 

wrote a defense of his position and then returned to 

Wittenberg.  

Upon request to arrest Luther, Frederick the Wise 

refused to surrender Luther.  It was around that time that 

Philip Melanchthon joined the faculty at Wittenberg.  

Melanchthon would strongly support Luther and was the 

primary author, under Luther’s guidance, of the 

Augsburg confession, which I will touch on later.  

In November of 1518, the Pope issued a Bull 

(which is a proclamation) of warning against Luther, 

which really had no effect on Luther as he continued to 

preach and write on justification by grace through faith. 

Finally, in June of 1520, the Pope issued the bull 

Exsurge Domine, giving Luther sixty days to recant or 

be excommunicated. Luther gave his answer in 

December by burning the bull and the Code of Canon 

Law at the Wittenberg city gates.  

Luther was excommunicated by the papal bull 

Decet Romanum Pontificem on January 3, 1521, but 

again under protection of Frederick, Luther was 

untouched and not arrested.  Instead, he was called by 

Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, before the German 

Diet at the city of Worms, which began in January of 

1521, again asking him to recant. 

This is where Luther gave his famous response: 

“Since your Imperial Majesty wants a plain answer, I 

shall give him a plain answer without horns or teeth. 

Unless I am refuted and convicted by testimonies of the 

Scriptures or by arguments – since I believe neither the 

popes nor the councils alone, it being evident that they 

have often erred and contradicted one another – I am 

conquered by the Holy Scriptures I have quoted and my 

conscience is bound by the Word of God.  I cannot and 

will not recant anything, since it is unsafe and dangerous 

to act against one’s conscience.  Here I stand, I cannot 

do otherwise. So help me God. Amen.” 

The emperor was reluctant to seize Luther, as many 

of princes and dukes were already supporting Luther and 

he did not want to risk civil war.  Luther was allowed to 

leave, giving promise of safe passage by the emperor.  

However, fearing for Luther’s life, Frederick, again 

stepped in and secretly kidnapped him and took him to 

Wartburg Castle. Only the keeper of the Castle knew 

who Luther was. The rest of the occupants believed he 

was a visiting knight.  Most people believed Luther was 

dead. 

On May 25 of 1521, Charles V issues the Edict of 

Worms, not knowing if Luther was dead, declaring 

Luther a public outlaw and criminal and making it illegal 

to have Luther’s books.  This did not stop the 

Reformation. 

During his time at Wartburg from May 1521 to 

March 1522, Luther did one of his most important 

works, translating the New Testament into German, the 

people’s language.   Dad would say that this was 

definitely a miracle and work of the Holy Spirit through 

Luther as he did it in only 11 weeks.   The New 

Testament was published in late 1522 and the 

Reformation Movement gained further momentum.   I 

expect that dad would then also interject here that 

another action of God to help the movement was the 

invention of the printing press by Johann Guttenberg in 

1448. The growth of the printing press was a crucial 

factor on the rise and spread of the Reformation. 

In fact, Luther relied heavily on the printing press to 

publish his works. By 1519 Luther had become Europe’s 

most published author, his 45 compositions republished 

in nearly 300 editions.  By 1522 Luther had produced 

some 160 writings, all helping the spread of the 

Reformation.  The printing press, of course, helped get 

the Bible in German into the hands of the people.  
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Luther returned to Wittenberg after only 10 months 

at Wartburg, mainly to help stop a near riot and peasant 

uprising as the reformation movement had become 

radical where schools were closed and altars destroyed.  

He spent the next eight days preaching and setting the 

people straight once again. This quickly calmed the 

people.  

Following his return to Wittenberg, the ban on 

Luther was lifted and God continued to protect Luther 

through Duke Frederick, and then the Elector John the 

Steadfast, Frederick’s successor.   During all this time, 

more and more of the princes and electors in Germany 

supported Luther and changed their state church to 

follow Luther’s teaching instead of Rome.  They also 

used this change to take control of lands and properties 

that were previously controlled by the church in Rome 

and to gain further political power over the Pope.  Not 

all reasons for changing the state church were on 

theological grounds but for political reasons.  However, 

the results were essentially the same, and the message 

was distributed across Europe.    

For the remainder of his life, Luther worked hard to 

create new church structure and liturgy and to start 

schools for the common people.  There were 

considerable events and items of note, post Luther’s 

return to Wittenberg that I do not have time discuss, but 

some important ones are: 

In 1525, William Tyndale visits Luther in 

Wittenberg; influenced by Luther’s translation, 

Tyndale’s English translation of the New Testament is 

printed in Worms; over 18,000 copies eventually 

smuggled into England 

His marriage to Catherine Van Bora (and ex-nun 

who escape from the convent) in 1525 was blessed with 

three sons and three daughters. 

By 1526 masses were being held in German rather 

than Latin.  In 1527 Luther published the battle hymn of 

the reformation – “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” The 

reformers began to be called “Protestants” when they 

protested theological rulings made by the Diet of Speyer 

in 1529. Also, in April and May 1529, Luther published 

the Large and Small Catechisms, mainly as a response to 

his shock at the religious ignorance of the people.  The 

Large Catechism was to be used by clergy and the Small 

Catechism was to be used at home by the family.  In 

1530, Philip Melanchthon, wrote the Augsburg 

Confession, to explain Luther’s position for a meeting 

held at Augsburg in June.  The meeting was attempt to 

reach a compromise between Catholics and Protestants 

which did not occur.   Of course, the Augsburg 

Confession is now one of the official doctrinal 

statements of the Lutheran Church. 

The peace at Augsburg, signed in 1555, was an 

agreement that no member of the empire would make 

war against any other on religious grounds.  The 

reformation could freely proceed with local rulers 

making the choice for their land to be Catholic or 

Protestant. The entire Bible in German, after Luther 

translated the Old Testament, was published in 1534. In 

1538 Luther’s Smalcald Articles are published in 

preparation for a Roman Catholic Council which did not 

take place until after his death. The first church built to 

be Lutheran, Torgau Castle Chapel, was dedicated by 

Luther on October 5, 1544. 

I could go on and on, but I think you can see that 

The Reformation had begun as a seed in Martin as a 

child, had matured in him during his schooling, and 

come to fruition when he nailed up the Ninety-Five 

Theses. The God-provided means for the Reformation 

had taken hold and continued to grow.  The Reformation 

did not only change the religious landscape of the world 

but also caused significant political and social impacts 

that I would not have time to go into. 

After preaching his last sermon on February 14, 

Luther was called home and died in Lord on February 

18, 1546 – but we all know the Reformation didn’t die 

with him as we are living proof of that. 
 

 


