
4th Sunday After the Epiphany  Mark 1:21-28    “Jesus’ Amazing Authority Drives Out Our Demons” 

 During this church year we are hearing Gospel readings primarily from the Gospel of Mark. I, for 

one, am happy to hear from such a well-named book of the Bible. In the very first verse of this book we learn 

that it is “The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” During the book we hear the 

voice of the heavenly Father at Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration, “This is My Son, whom I love.” Near the 

end of this gospel the Roman soldier who is in charge of the execution squad at Jesus’ crucifixion watches 

Him die and says of Him, “Surely this man was the Son of God.” 

 But throughout Mark’s gospel people keep asking questions about Jesus. “Who is this?” they wonder. 

He forgives the sins of a paralyzed man, “but only God can do that.” He calms a storm on the Sea of Galilee. 

“Who is this that the wind and waves obey Him?” In today’s reading the people are amazed at the authority 

of Jesus’ teaching and His ability to drive out evil spirits. Who is this? But in Mark’s Gospel there is one 

group who knows the answer about who Jesus is and they can’t stand it. The evil spirits know that Jesus is 

the Son of God. 

 On this particular worship day of our text Jesus of Nazareth is asked to be the guest preacher in 

Capernaum’s synagogue. He can do so on the spur of the moment because Jesus does not have to prepare for 

a sermon. There is no need for Him to do word studies or consult commentaries. Jesus can teach the Word of 

God from the heart with amazing authority because He is God’s eternal Word living in human flesh. Jesus is 

the fulfillment of God’s promise to the Israelites through Moses in today’s Old Testament reading. Jesus is 

God’s prophet who has God’s words in His mouth. Apparently such a powerful proclamation of God’s Word 

had been absent from the local church in Capernaum. In their worship they had heard instead the human 

opinions of this rabbi and that rabbi. It appears that a man possessed by a demon could worship there very 

comfortably, that is, until Jesus came as the guest preacher. 

 I believe that I have seen something very similar take place. It happened on a Good Friday during my 

high school years. My home congregation holds a series of services focusing on the seven words of Jesus 

from the cross during the afternoon of Good Friday. My dad and I were there for one of those services when 

suddenly a young man in front of us stood up and shouted at our pastor as he was doing the Scripture 

readings. He pointed at the pastor, then turned and screamed at the rest of the congregation. We were close 

enough that I could see the strange look on his face. It seemed like fire was in his eyes. I was so shocked that 

I couldn’t understand a thing he was saying, but I don’t think he was making any sense at all. His father, who 

happened to be an usher for that service, quickly grabbed him and hustled him out of church. The pastor was 

visibly shaken and said something about this young man being troubled and how he had been counseling 

with him. The story ends sadly for some time later this young man killed himself. I am convinced that what I 

witnessed on that day was a case of demon possession. 



 The powerful presence of Jesus flushes evil spirits out of their hiding. The light of His glory and the 

greatness of His love is more than they can handle. The demons can’t stand to be where Jesus is. For us Jesus 

is personally present in His Word of the Holy Bible and His sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper. Thus, Jesus is here with us in Christian worship. I believe that this leads us to an answer for the 

question, “Why don’t people want to come to church?” We think the solution is having the pastor tell stories 

in his sermon, in having livelier music, or by padding the pews. But that’s not it.  

The real answer is hard for us to admit, but there is an evil spirit within each of us that does not want 

to be where Jesus is. This evil spirit does not have eyes that are fire red. It does not make us speak in growls 

or spin our head around in circles. In fact, the evil spirit within us seems very normal. It gets along quite well 

with the ways of the world around us. The demon within us is our sinful human nature. It is the natural 

opposition that each of us has to God’s loving presence and His holy will for our lives. By nature, we do not 

want to be where God is powerfully present. That includes taking part in Christian worship. 

 How does that demon within us display itself in our lives? Take your pick. There is lust, greed, 

hatred, envy, anger, stubbornness, gossip, foul language. The list goes on and on. We probably are willing to 

admit that we have one fault. After all, nobody’s perfect. There is one failure in our lives that we will own up 

to, but we prefer to keep it around. For without that fault we would be perfect, so we think, and that would 

make for a very dull life. “But if I wanted to, I could whip that demon on my own.” At least, we convince 

ourselves of that. 

 But we are like the possessed man in our text. Did you notice how his evil spirit was described in the 

plural? “What do You want with us? Have You come to destroy us? He gives orders to evil spirits and they 

obey Him.” One of my favorite movies of all time is Airplane. It is full of that dry, strange humor that just 

cracks me up. Even though this movie was made in the year I graduated from high school, it does have both 

color and sound to it. Airplane is a comedy that spoofs the Airport disaster films of the 1970s. In Airplane 

the actor Lloyd Bridges plays an air traffic controller who can’t handle the stress of his job. As the pilots of 

this one particular plane become incapacitated and a passenger has to fly and land the plane, Bridges begins 

to fall apart. He says, “I picked the wrong week to give up smoking,” as he lights a cigarette. As the drama 

builds we see him a few scenes later taking a swig out of a bottle and saying, “I picked the wrong week to 

give up drinking.” Before long he is at it again. “I picked the wrong week to give up popping pills” while he 

swallows a handful of them. 

 This movie character obviously had more than one demon to drive out. So do we. For our sinful 

human nature displays itself in so many ways. It creates brokenness and destruction in our lives. The demons 

within us separate us from our God and the people God has given us. Ultimately our demon is a deadly one. 

It takes from us first a spiritual life, then our physical life and, worst of all, our eternal life. 



 Jesus has come to destroy the works of the devil. Jesus is powerfully present in our world and in our 

lives to drive out our demons and to free us from the control of those evil spirits that want to possess us. 

Jesus is powerfully present in Holy Baptism where He orders the devil to release us from his grasp. Jesus’ 

words of forgiveness in Christian worship pull us again and again out of the clutches of our sinful nature that 

continually wants to grab hold of us. Jesus’ body and blood, given and shed for us on the cross, are present 

for us in the Lord’s Supper. At this altar Jesus says to the demons within us, “Come out of him! Come out of 

her!” When Jesus speaks such words to evil spirits, they must obey Him. 

 But doing this is only half of Jesus’ job for us. He does not empty our lives of those demons only to 

put up a vacancy sign on our souls so that other evil spirits can come in and occupy us. Jesus instead fills our 

lives with His love for us. Jesus gives us His Holy Spirit who takes up residence within our lives. Jesus gives 

us His word of salvation to fill our lives and overflow from us into the lives of those around us. Jesus 

replaces our sinful nature with a new and holy nature that wants to be where He is, including taking part in 

Christian worship. 

 Jesus’ teaching is amazing. Religions of this world tell people the things that we must do in an 

attempt to work our way back into God’s good graces. Jesus’ teaching, in fact His entire life, shows us how 

God comes to us and by His pure goodness lifts us up into His glory. Jesus’ amazing authority both drives 

out the demons from within us and fills us with His gift of new, resurrected and eternal life. 

 “Have you come to destroy us?” the demons asked Jesus. Yes, He had. Such evil spirits want to have 

a place in our lives today. Thus we need Jesus’ amazing authority teaching us through His Word and driving 

those demons out of our lives. We need to hear Jesus’ voice when we are children, when we are teenagers, 

even when we are adults. The devil and his evil spirits never take a day off in their efforts of trying to lead us 

away from our God. But even more powerfully Jesus is always present for us in His Word to drive those 

demons out of our lives and to fill us with His forgiveness, life and salvation. AMEN 


