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EPIPHANY 3B   “Journey With Jesus: ‘Become Fishers of Men’”   Mark 1:14-20 

In the beginning God created humans in His own image. Since then we have been trying to return the favor. That 

is, we have been re-creating God in our image, in the way we want God to be and expect God to act. We hear it this 

way, “My God would never allow such and such to happen.” When we want God to give us the stuff that we desire, we 

picture Him as our rich and generous favorite uncle. When we want God to overlook our sins, we see Him as a 

somewhat senile old man, smiling at us and patting us on the head. When we want God to let us do whatever we feel 

like doing, we envision Him as a swinging party guy giving us two thumbs up and saying, “go for it.” When we expect 

God to punish us for our wrongs, we look upon Him as being the top cop or a stern judge who is out to get us. 

Our incorrect re-creations of God are proved wrong when they are brought into the light of God’s revealed Word, 

the Holy Bible. There we see our God made clear to us in the person of His own eternal Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus calls 

upon us to repent of our sins, that is, our rejection of God’s holy will and our rebellion against His good ways for our 

lives. Jesus then invites us to believe His gospel message, the good news of God’s forgiveness of us in Jesus. Jesus 

finally commissions us with the work of sharing His saving message with those around us. 

I. Jesus Calls Us 

A. “The Time Is Fulfilled” 

“The time has come,” Jesus proclaims. God’s ancient promises of an anointed Savior for His people now are 

being fulfilled. All that 2000 years of Old Testament history had pointed ahead to is now here. So far in Mark’s gospel 

Jesus has been baptized by John the Baptist. Jesus has withstood the devil’s temptations in the wilderness. Now that 

John has been arrested by King Herod Antipas of Galilee, it is time for Jesus to go public with His own preaching 

ministry. It is the decisive time in the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan. This plan is for the freedom and salvation of all 

the world from the sin that holds us in a deadly slavery. Whenever Jesus steps into our lives as He does so in Holy 

Baptism, through the Bible, and by means of the Lord’s Supper, it is the right time for us. When Jesus is present with 

us it is the time of our forgiveness, the time of our holiness, and the time of our life in the sight of our God. 
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B. “The Kingdom of God is at Hand” 

Either Jesus was such a popular preacher because His sermons were so short, or the gospel writer Mark is simply 

summarizing the contents of Jesus’ message into its basic points. “The kingdom of God is at hand.” This kingdom is 

not a physical place we can point to on a map. We cannot program it into our GPS. We cannot plan a mid-winter 

vacation there hoping that it is warmer than here. The kingdom of God is not limited by earthly space and time. The 

kingdom of God is not a military victory won by a political hero. Instead, the kingdom of God is a condition of our 

God-given lives that has no end. It is God’s quiet and peaceful takeover of our souls. It is where God lives and rules in 

the hearts and minds of those who love Him. That kingdom is near in that Jesus Himself brings it to us. The kingdom of 

God is where Jesus is present and active for our salvation. The kingdom of God is where Jesus’ saving word is 

proclaimed, a message which gathers people together to live under His life-giving promises. 

C. “Repent” 

Life in the kingdom of God means stepping out from under our natural slavery to sin, death and the power of the 

devil. In order to see what Jesus offers us for our holy future, we have to deny and reject our sinful past. For only when 

we are free from our past rebellion are we able then to live in the glory of God’s future. “Repent,” part of our re-

creation of God is that we think Jesus is sugar and spice and everything nice, without a harsh word to say about or to 

anyone. Not so! From the beginning of His earthly ministry Jesus speaks a strong word of warning against our sin. To 

repent is to change our hearts and minds about the selfish way we have been living. To repent is to turn back from our 

natural hatred of God, His will and His ways, and to end our free fall away from our Creator. 

D. “…and Believe in the Gospel” 

But in order for us to turn away from the sinful nature that is spiritually, physically and eternally harmful to us, 

there must be something better for us to hang onto in hope. The other side of the coin in Jesus’ preaching is His 

wonderful offer and invitation, “believe in the gospel.” This good news is Jesus Himself and everything about Him. 

The gospel is that the eternal Son of God lives as a human, among us and with us. The gospel is His sinless life lived 

according to God’s holy will. The gospel is His sacrificial death upon the cross in our place which takes away the sin of 
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the world. The gospel is His resurrected life as the complete conqueror of death and the power of the devil. “Believe” 

this good news, says Jesus. Not earn it, deserve it or accept this gospel, just grab hold of it, trust in it, know that it is 

meant for you. The life, death and resurrection of God’s Son living in our human flesh as the sacrifice for all the world 

is intended for each and every one of us personally and individually.  

II. Jesus Calls Us to Call Others 

A. Jesus Calls His First Followers 

The work of the world’s salvation has been accomplished by Jesus Christ and Him alone. However, spreading 

His message of freedom from sin into all the world is work that Jesus gives us to do. So, early in His earthly ministry 

Jesus calls others to follow Him as His disciples, His students. These are common people, ordinary guys who are tired 

and sweaty at the end of a hard day’s work. They most likely have heard of Jesus from the preaching of John the 

Baptist. They likely have listened to Jesus’ own early preaching as well. Maybe these men already have followed Jesus 

a little bit here and there. Now Jesus tells them it is time for them to get serious about Him. They are to leave what they  

do and where they live to join Him in fulltime ministry. 

B. “I Will Make You Become Fishers of Men” 

 Jesus makes use of their chosen occupation of fishing to describe for them what He will train them to do. “I will 

make you become fishers of men.” Simon, Andrew, James and John know how to cast a net from their boat into the Sea 

of Galilee in order to catch fish. They know all about cleaning, mending and folding those nets after emptying them of 

a day’s catch. But to be fishers of men, that is unknown to them. Will they now have to throw those same nets around 

other people and force them to follow Jesus? Likewise, do we today have to hook our neighbors for the Christian faith 

by using a rod, reel and bait? As these men then and we today learn, to be fishers of men is to catch others for the 

kingdom of God. We do so by using the equipment the Holy Spirit gives us, the faith-creating, life-giving Word of the 

Holy Bible, and the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

C. Jesus’ Followers Respond in Faith 
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The Fab Four of this passage, this quartet of fine fishermen, right away respond in faith to Jesus’ invitation. They 

leave family, business, and homes to follow Jesus and to learn from Him on a daily basis. In doing so they abandon all 

that they hold dear, giving up all the earthly security they have achieved in life. Leaving what little they have, they will 

gain both a lifetime calling and an eternal home by their relationship with Jesus.  

Jesus promises to make them fishers of men. Over the next three years He will train them to catch the world for 

the kingdom of God. Their story is our story. Jesus has called us to follow Him in faith, to place Him before the things 

of this earthly life. Through the water and word of our holy baptism Jesus invites us to become fishers of other people. 

He equips us for this privilege by the dwelling of His Holy Spirit in our lives, with His gospel message of our 

forgiveness, and with the tools of His Word and Sacraments. 

We may like the god that we create for ourselves. That god may work for us for a little while. But such an 

individual, made-up god cannot give us what we truly need for life in this world and for life beyond this world. The 

only true God, and the one that we truly need, is Jesus Christ who steps into our lives and says, “The time is fulfilled, 

the kingdom of god is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel!” Amen. 

 

 


