
      
THE PRELUDE:  “Cold December Flies Away”  arranged by Donald Busarow  

 

THE RINGING OF THE BELL calls us to holy worship. 

 

OPENING HYMN: 344 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  

 (please stand if able for the last stanza)  

   

Divine Service Three, page 184ff.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: pages 184-185 

 

We Share God’s Peace With and Greet One Another 

INTROIT: Psalm 80 

  

Restore us, | O God;    let Your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph | like a flock! 

    You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 

You brought a vine out of | Egypt;  it took deep root and | filled the land. 

Restore us, O | God of hosts;   let Your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Restore us, | O God;    let Your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

KYRIE: (sung)  

Lord, have mer-cy up-on us. Christ, have mer-cy up-on us, Lord, have mer-cy up-on us. 

(We omit the Gloria in Excelsis during Advent.) 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY: 

P: The Lord be with you. C: (sung) And with thy spirit. 

L: Let us pray.  C:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen.    (please be seated) 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, comfort My people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 

and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the 

glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD 

has spoken.”  

A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is 

like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows 

on it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will 

stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 

strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold 

your God!” Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and His arm rules for Him; behold, His 

reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him. He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He 

will gather the lambs in His arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are 

with young.    L: This is the Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL: 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.   Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

Behold, your king is coming to you;   righteous and having salvation.  
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 

THE EPISTLE READING:        2 Peter 3:8-14 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 

repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 

with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 

that are done on it will be exposed. 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 

of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 

which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 

burn! But according to His promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 

righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found 

by Him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  

L: This is the Word of the Lord.                C: Thanks be to God. 

   Second Sunday in Advent    
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(please stand if able) ALLELUIA and VERSE: page 190  

 (sung) Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:             Mark 1:1-8 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1
st
 chapter.  C: (sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the 

prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of 

one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight,’” John 

appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair 

and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, 

“After me comes He who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  

 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: Creed: 

(10:30 a.m.) The Nicene Creed: page 191 (5 p.m. and 8 a.m.) The Apostles’ Creed: page 192    

 

(please be seated) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE SONG: (5 p.m. and 8 a.m.) 

Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope, 

 He brings hope to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 

  Light one candle for peace, one bright candle for peace,  

   He brings peace to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 

Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy,  

 Ev’ry nation will find salvation in Beth-l’em’s baby boy. 

  Light one candle for love, one bright candle for love, 

   He brings love to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 

    He brings love to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 
Text: Copyright © 1976 by Hinshaw Music, Inc. Used by permission; CCLI#3196726 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 338 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

 

SERMON: “Christmas Cards: The Lord Is Patient” 2 Peter 3:8-14 

 (please stand if able) OFFERTORY: pages 192-193 

 

(please be seated)  

OFFERING: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”  arr. by Charles Callahan  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (please stand if you are able) 

(Each petition ends “Lord, in Your mercy” and we respond, “hear our prayer.”) 

HEALING AND COMFORT: Wilma Uffelmann, Bill Smith, Nina Guebert, Lorine Reinhardt, C. John 

Prigge, Edward Luttman, Donald Kueker, Paulette Kueker, Iona Burgdorf, Floyd Wolter, Jane Donjon, 

Diana Becker, David W. Stellhorn; Family and Friends of St. John’s Members: Lori Voges, Elaine Goetting, 

Harlan Burmester, Jamie Brandt, Eric Frazier, Rev. Mike and Melanie Maddick, Ethel Montroy, Dwain 

Schrader, Brian Ulione, Brenda Manning, Bobby Wood, Derrick DeWilde, Donna Sandersfeld, Dan Krebel, 

Michelle Gibbs, Jane Lucht, Caleb Oakley, Collin Ratliff, Con Healey, Boniface Becker. Help us keep this 

list current! 

MILITARY: (Please call with the names to include in prayer.) Army- Nathan Koen, Jonathan Koen, Tim 

Healy, Christopher Dupertius, Jacob Adams, Donald Roberts, Casey Vallet, Matthew Kraus, Paul Craft, Jr., 

Dustin Krack, Andy Pfeiffer, Austin Scheibe, Trevor Buckner; Navy- Brad Koester, Carl Muehler; Air 

Force- Brian Hubbard, Jason Nehrt, Curt Hatten, Terry Koester, David Livingston, Matt Sabo, Ryan 

Kozarich, Christina Cavan, Tanner Hackstadt, Ched Wagner; Marines- Alex Renner, Cody Koch, Josh 

Butterworth, Garrett Carnahan, Brent Knop, Thomas Lewis 

+those who mourn: the family of Anthony Andrashie, Sr., brother-in-law of John & Eunice Wiatr 

+those suffering from the wildfires in the Los Angeles area 

The 5 p.m. and 8 a.m. services continue with the Lord’s Prayer and a Closing Prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION: page 202 
 

CLOSING HYMN: 348 “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 

 

THE POSTLUDE: “The Lord, My God Be Praised”        arranged by G. F. Kaufmann  
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are 

from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

(10:30 a.m.) SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT: page 194ff. 

PREFACE: page 194 SANCTUS: page 195 LORD’S PRAYER: page 196 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD AND PAX DOMINI: page 197 

 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C: (sung) A-men. 

THE AGNUS DEI: page 198 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: (please be seated) 
(Lord Jesus, I pray You to make me, unworthy as I am, worthy through Your grace; 

so that Your body and Your blood may be for me a strengthening of my faith, 

a proof of my forgiveness, a closer union with You and Your people, an increase of holiness, 

the basis of a glad resurrection, and a pledge of everlasting life. Amen.) 

 

 347 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 

 623 “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” 

 794 “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” (please stand if able for last stanza) 

    

  NUNC DIMITTIS: “Song of Simeon” pages 199-200 

THANKSGIVING, SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS: pages 200-202 

 


