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Midweek Advent III “What’s the Point of Joseph Being the Father of Jesus?” Matt. 2:13-15 

 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, “Rise, take the child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy Him.” 
14 

And he rose and took the 

child and His mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15 

and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called 

My son.” 

A boy chosen to be Joseph in the Christmas program has it made. He has no lines to 

memorize! In the Bible, much is said to Joseph, but he says nothing at all in return. He 

simply listens and obeys. Perhaps he is the strong, silent type. We do know that Joseph is a 

carpenter originally from Bethlehem. He may have travelled to Nazareth because there was 

work in the area. Not far away the Romans are building the town of Sepphoris, a construction 

project that needs a skilled carpenter like Joseph. 

While there Joseph gets to know a young woman of Nazareth named Mary well 

enough that he wants to marry her. An older working man dating a teenage girl, it was 

common then but would have disqualified him from the United States Senate today. The 

legalities are carried out and they two of them are officially married but, according to the 

custom of the times, will not live together as husband and wife for the next nine to twelve 

months. 

We are not aware of all the details regarding how it became known that Mary “was 

found to be with child…” as her angelic visitor promised her. I expect that the news traveled 

fast after she returned from her three-month visit to her relative Elizabeth. There is surely 

more to the story than is recorded for us in the Scripture.  

The Bible tells us that Joseph, to whom Mary is legally married, is a righteous man. He 

is more than just a good guy. He has a God-given mix of justice and mercy about him. We 

are told that he and Mary had not “come together.” He knows that her pregnancy was not a 

result of his action! He could have dragged her before the town elders, accused her of 

adultery, and had her stoned to death as punishment. As a “righteous” man (Matthew 1:19) 

he did not want to remain married to an unfaithful wife, but he also did not want to disgrace 

her publicly. He decides to end the not-yet consummated marriage with a simple and quick 

certificate of divorce. 
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Joseph, upon learning information about Mary that is disturbing, does not rush to 

judgment of her. He does not feel a need to publicly shame her or place her at the center of 

the latest scandal. Instead, he is willing to follow God’s directive, delivered to him in a 

dream, to change his judgment of Mary. As a result, he determines to give love a chance, and 

wait for God to deliver on His Word. Joseph follows the Divine instruction and is willing to 

act according to God’s will. 

There are plenty of women today who are raising children by themselves. For one 

reason or another, a husband/father is not present. These mothers are working hard to fill the 

roles of two parents on their own. Couldn’t Mary have done just as well with Jesus on her 

own? She would have been a great example and role model for women doing the same thing 

today. After all, Mary’s child did have a Father, in fact, the almighty Lord of the universe. As 

a Father He is the best protector and provider of all. So, what’s the point of Joseph being in 

the picture? 

The familiar Christmas story reveals what God brought about as a result. Joseph 

becomes instrumental in God’s fulfillment of the prophecy that the Messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem. He is instrumental in safe travel to Egypt for Mary and the Christ child when a 

jealous murderer threatens the child’s life. When the time is right, he leads them safely to the 

city of Nazareth, where he continues to provide life’s necessities as Jesus grows and learns. 

Joseph provides the young Jesus direction for life in this world. Joseph leads the young Jesus 

in the education and worship of God’s covenant people. Joseph teaches the young Jesus a 

useful skill and understanding of hard work. Joseph is instrumental in God’s plan to provide 

a Savior for His people. 

In too many communities today it is thought that a man’s role in a family can be 

replaced by a government check. Father’s Day is a confusing occasion because the children 

either have no idea of who or what a father is, or mom has introduced them to a regular 

rotation of men in her “father-of-the-month” club. The result for our society is high 

unemployment, gang membership and street violence. Parenting a child is also difficult when 

it can only be done one day a week, every-other weekend and the occasional holidays. 

Parenting is also difficult when a father makes himself absent from the home by long hours at 

the office, late nights at the tavern, or recreation with his buddies, expecting his wife to raise 

their children largely by herself. 
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Joseph’s example is one for families today. He was a husband and father who did the 

job God called him to do. He did not complain about raising a child that was not his own. He 

did not abandon his wife when she needed him the most. A man does not abandon his wife 

and children to live selfishly without that commitment or obligation, but rather provides for 

and protects them. Nor should a woman dump the father of her children only because she 

thinks that she can do both parenting roles just fine herself. Before a village can raise a child, 

it takes a mom and a dad to do so. 

Granted, an angel may not appear in a dream to give us personal direction as happened 

with Joseph, but we certainly have the benefit of learning God’s desire for us though earthly 

messengers (parents, pastors, teachers, etc.). His encouragement to us is much the same as to 

Joseph – don’t rush to judgment as we consider others around us and be good caretakers of 

their reputation. The Bible has many references to God’s instruction that we not condemn 

others, certainly not judge others apart from God’s word. This is God’s will and God’s way. 

We have so many opportunities to rush to judgment. Not that we should wink at sin as 

if it were no big deal. But God’s encouragement to postpone judgment was not for Joseph 

only. He also directs us to take 8
th
 Commandment care as we speak about those around us. 

We also can find a way – without approving of sinful behavior – to postpone judgment of 

others by mixing justice with mercy, seek the good that God can bring out of our bad and to 

give His love for us in Jesus as a gift to others in their need. 

The eternal Son of God living in human flesh, Jesus the Christ, needed a faithful 

father, a devoted dad, and a righteous role model of earthly life. His heavenly Father chose 

and provided the proper person in the just Joseph, a merciful man who maintained his 

marriage to Mary and raised her child, God’s Son, as one of his own. AMEN. 

 


