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For Your Devotions 

 

 

 

 

 

From Lutheran Church Charities 

Praying According To God’s Will 

And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 

accordance with God's will. Romans 8:27 

Since we sometimes pray outside of God’s will, 

part of the Holy Spirit’s job is to change our minds - not 

convince God to give us what we want. That’s why the 

Spirit ‘searches our hearts’ in prayer. Sometimes words 

are inadequate; you don’t always know what someone’s 

really thinking or wants based on what they say. But if 

you could see inside their heart you’d know exactly how 

to interpret their words. That’s what the Spirit does when 

He searches our hearts and interprets our requests to the 

Father. But if the Holy Spirit is going to intercede for us 

(appeal to God on our behalf) we’d better learn what 

God’s will is. And where do we learn that? In His Word. 

Before we can pray in the will of God two things have to 

happen. First, we must have a regular intake of 

Scripture. God’s mind is revealed in His Word, so when 

you read the Bible you learn how to pray the way you 

should. Second, if our prayers are going to hit the mark 

we need to practice meditating on the Scriptures. Just as 

a good cook allows a stew to simmer in order to bring 

out all the flavors, we need to ‘marinate’ our minds in 

Scripture and allow it to become part of us. When that 

happens we’ll start to see things change in our prayer 

lives because the Spirit’s intercession is tied to God’s 

will, which is tied to His Word. In the final analysis you 

may think you know what you want, but God knows 

what you need! 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to meditate on 

Your Word and to pray knowing that You know what I 

say and mean. In Jesus’ Name, Amen 

From the Pastors’ Desks 

Something is happening this year that has not 

happened since 2006! Christmas Day and New Year’s 

Day fall on a Monday. Ok, that is not earth-shaking 

information. But, for those of us who plan special 

worship services, it has caused some concern. 

First, do we plan both weekend worship schedules 

and holiday worship schedules? That would mean six 

worship services in 65 hours on December 23-25 and 

five worship services in 66 hours on December 31-

January 1. That is a lot for pastors, organists, ushers and 

custodians. 

Second, how should be consolidate services on 

those weekends? Do we shorten the weekend schedule 

or abbreviate the holiday schedule? We discussed this 

first at Worship Committee, then at the Board of Elders, 

then with the Church Council, and then presented it to 

the Voters Assembly as part of the Worship Calendar 

that was in last month’s Epistle. 

Here is what will happen. There will be Saturday 

services as usual at 5 p.m. on Dec. 23 and 30. There will 

be only one morning service, 10 a.m., on Sunday, Dec. 

24 and 31. There will be two Christmas Eve Holy 

Communion services, 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 

24, and Christmas Day Holy Communion on Monday, 

Dec. 25 at 9 a.m. 

There will be a New Year’s Eve Holy Communion 

Service on Sunday, Dec. 31 at 5 p.m. and a New Year’s 

Day Matins Service on Monday, Jan. 1, 2018 at 10 a.m. 

There will be an Intergenerational Bible Class for 

all ages in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Dec. 24 at 9 

a.m. Sunday School (at school) and Bible class will be 

held as normal on Sunday, Dec. 31, but from 9-9:45 a.m. 

On Sunday, December 17, we will hold a German 

Christmas Service at 3 p.m. Rev. Dr. Darwin Schrader, a 

Ruma native, will preach. This is part of our contribution 

The Epistle  
December 2017 

St. John’s Lutheran 

Red Bud, Illinois 

Church: 508 Bloom Street 

618/282-2394 

School: 808 South Main Street 

618/282-3873 

618-282-4087 (fax) 

office@stjohnsredbud.org 

www.stjohnsredbud.org 

Worship: Saturdays at 5 p.m. 

Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m. 

Christian Education Hour: 

Sundays from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

We preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, administer 

the sacraments and provide Christian education in 

service to all people. 

Rev. Mark A. Nebel, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Russell E. Koen, Pastor 

Mrs. Lindsey Hudak, Director of Parish Music 

Mrs. Deitt Schneider, Principal 
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to Red Bud 150
th
. On Wednesday, December 20 we will 

have a Midweek Advent Service at 7 p.m. in church with 

carol singing beforehand. 

My family and I are leaving after worship on 

December 25 to spend a few days with Cindy’s brother’s 

family in Jacksonville, Florida. We will return on 

December 30. 

May God bless your celebration of the birth of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ this month! 

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark Nebel 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

In this December Newsletter I would like to share 

with you an article that a friend gave me. It shows a 

different aspect of our Christmas culture.  May God 

speak to you in these words and in this 

Advent/Christmas Season.  

THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 

 Just a week before Christmas I had a visitor.  This 

is how it happened… 

I just finished the household chores for the night 

and was preparing to go to bed, when I heard a noise in 

the front of the house.  I opened the door to the front 

room and to my surprise, Santa himself stepped out from 

behind the Christmas tree.  He placed his finger over his 

mouth so I would not cry out. 

 “What are you doing?” I started to ask.  The words 

choked up in my throat, and I saw he had tears in his 

eyes.  His usual jolly manner was gone.  Gone was the 

eager, boisterous soul we all know. 

 He then answered me with a simple statement. 

“Teach the children!” I was puzzled; what did he mean? 

He anticipated my question, and with one quick 

movement brought forth a miniature toy bag from 

behind the tree.  As I stood bewildered, Santa said, 

“Teach the children! Teach them the old meaning of 

Christmas. The meaning that todays Christmas forgets.” 

Santa then reached in his bag and pulled out a FIR 

TREE and placed it before the mantle.  “Teach the 

children that the pure green color of the stately fir tree 

remains green all year round, depicting the everlasting 

hope of mankind, all the needles point heavenward, 

making it a symbol of man’s thoughts turning toward 

heaven.” 

 He again reached into his bag and pulled out a 

brilliant STAR.  “Teach the children that the star was the 

heavenly sign of promises long ago.  God promised a 

Savior for the world, and the star was the sign of 

fulfillment of His promise.” 

He then reached into his bag and pulled out a 

CANDLE. “Teach the children that the candle 

symbolizes that Christ is the light of the world, and 

when we see this great light we are reminded of Him 

who displaces the darkness.” 

Once again he reached into his bag and removed a 

WREATH and placed it on the tree.  “Teach the children 

that the wreath symbolizes the real nature of love.  Real 

love never ceases.  Love is one continuous round of 

affection.” 

He then pulled from his bag an ornament of 

HIMSELF.  “Teach the children that I, Santa Claus 

symbolize the generosity and good will we feel during 

the month of December.” 

 He then brought out a HOLLY LEAF.  “Teach the 

children that the holly plant represents immortality.  It 

represents the crown of thorns worn by our Savior.  The 

red holly represents the blood shed by Him. 

Next he pulled from his bag a GIFT and said, 

“Teach the children that ‘God so loved the world that He 

gave His One and Only Son.’  ‘Thanks be to God for His 

unspeakable gift.’  Teach the children that the wise men 

bowed before the holy babe and presented Him with 

gold, frankincense and myrrh.  We should always give 

gifts in the same spirit of the wise men.” 

Santa then reached into his bag and pulled out a 

CANDY CANE and hung it on the tree.  “Teach the 

children that the candy cane represents the shepherd’s 

crook.  The crook on the staff helps to bring back strayed 

sheep to the flock.  The candy cane is the symbol that we 

are our brother’s keeper.” 

He reached in again and pulled out an ANGEL.  

“Teach the children that it was the angels that heralded 

in the glorious news of the Savior’s birth.  The angels 

sang ‘Glory to God in the highest.’ ” 

Suddenly I heard a soft twinkling sound, and from 

his bag he pulled out a BELL.  “Teach the children that 

as the lost sheep are found by the sound of the bell, it 

should ring mankind to the fold.  The bell symbolizes 

guidance and return.” 

Santa looked back and was pleased.  He looked 

back at me and I saw that the twinkle was back in his 

eyes.  He said, “Remember, teach the children the true 

meaning of Christmas and do not put me in the center, 

for I am but a humble servant of the One that is, and I 

bow down to worship Him, our Lord, our God.” 

 God’s blessings on your Christmas celebration! 

 Your brother in Christ, Rev. Russell E. Koen 
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From the Principal’s Pen 

The Advent season is upon us!  I enjoy this time of 

year as we prepare our hearts for Christmas! Yes, we 

tend to make it very hectic with all our preparations.  In 

the end only one thing matters, the celebration of the 

birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

We will have many opportunities to hear the 

Christmas story.  Our first service will be the Road to 

Bethlehem pageant on December 3 at 7 p.m. This is a 

benefit for Derrick DeWilde’s medical expenses. We 

hope to fill the church in support of his family. The 

Early Childhood school service will be on December 6 

both at 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the old gym.  The title is 

“God’s Promise Came True.” On December 10 the 

Sunday School will have a service at church at 6 p.m.  

The Kindergarten through 2
nd

 grade service will be on 

December 13, again at the 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. times in 

the old gym. The title of this service is “A Lamb for 

Christmas.”  A German service will be held at church on 

December 17 at 3 p.m. Grades 3-8 will have their service 

on December 21 at 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.  The title of this 

service is “The Wonder of It All.” I hope you will be 

able to join us for many of these services!  Also, don’t 

forget about our regular Sunday services, these will 

continue also! 

I am happy to announce that we had three Patriots 

Pen winners from our school, Ashley Ottoson-1
st
, Caleb 

Guebert-2
nd

 and Molly Ellner, 3
rd

.  This essay contest is 

available to all local schools and we had all three awards 

presented to our students.  We are proud of our students.  

We also had a good representation of students at the 

Language Arts Festival.  Outstanding award winners and 

readers at the Festival were Madi Proctor, Olivia 

Valleroy, and Molly Kuehn.   

The basketball season is keeping everyone busy!  

The students have many games and tournaments in 

which to participate. Watch the Cougar Tracks and 

website for a listing of games, the students always 

appreciate the support of a strong cheering section! 

A few field trips are planned in December and 

several visits to the nursing home and Garden Place will 

help spread some Christmas cheer. Over $1200 was 

given for LCFS needy children. We are happy we can 

support other students in this way. There is great need of 

families in our surrounding area. We pray that we can 

help them in many ways. God has truly blessed all of us! 

May the Peace, Joy, Love and Faith of the season 

be will you the entire year, 

In Christ, Mrs. Deitt Schneider 

Adult Bible Class Opportunities 

Sunday: 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. Fellowship Hall, (Pastor 

Nebel) 

Sunday: 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. School Library, “Psalms: 

Lifelight” (Pastor Koen) 

Wednesdays: 9:30 a.m. FH (Women’s) “Advanced Bible 

History” (Doris Mueller) 

Thursdays, 6:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall “To the Hebrews” 

(Pastor Nebel) 

Thursdays: 8:15 a.m. FH (Women’s) “To the 

Thessalonians” (Julie Fehr) 

1
st
 and 3

rd
 Saturdays: FH, Men’s Bible Breakfast “To the 

Romans” (Pastor Nebel)  

 

Welcome to Our Family of Faith 

November 4 Baptism of Carter Christopher Maloney 

November 12 Baptism of Theo James Sutton 

November 26 Baptism of Preslie Jane Kipping 

 

December Assistants from the Altar Guild 

Flower Servers: Darla Cowell and Alverda Rahn 

Chancel Paraments: Irma Birkner 

Communion Cloths: Lynn Langrehr 

Evening Guild News 

Tuesday, December 5 at 6:00 p.m. is our Evening 

Guild Christmas Party. Please join us for a pot luck 

dinner (meat & table service provided). We invite 

husbands and guests to our evening of Bunco and games.  

Vickie Heller will have the devotions. 

The quilting schedule for December is Tuesdays 

from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m. The quilting room is a great place for fellowship! 

Baldwin Sight Center: Volunteer your time to help 

make large print books at the Baldwin Center on the 2
nd

 

and 4
th
 Thursdays of the month. We will do the 7

th
 and 

21
st
 in December. Call Mary Ann Wegener (282-2893) 

or come to the church parking lot at 1 p.m.  

“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a 

woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her of 

the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the 

gates.” Proverbs 31:30-31 

 

$100,000 For The 500
th

 

 We have just a few thousand dollars to go to 

complete our $100,000 Matching Gift Challenge for our 

congregation’s debt reduction in celebration of the 500
th
 

anniversary of the Reformation. Please use the blue 

envelopes that are available in the baskets in the 

entryway.  
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Set Up Direct Payments Through ACH 

Routine payments to the Church and school can 

now be made by direct electronic withdrawal.  If you so 

choose, payments for items such as Church offerings, 

school lunches, preschool tuition, and daycare can be 

automatically withdrawn securely from the bank account 

you designate at either bi-weekly or monthly intervals. 

To set up this option, simply fill out a form (in the 

school office) and select each payment account you 

would like to have automatically withdrawn (e.g. school 

lunches, Church offerings, etc).  It is free to set up, and 

you can make changes or cancel at any time at no 

cost.  If there are insufficient funds in the specified 

account at the time of payment, no funds will be 

withdrawn and the user will be notified.  Our hope is that 

this option will offer convenience to users and will result 

in a greater level of efficiency for our Church and 

school. Please note that this is completely optional --- no 

one is required to sign up, and if you feel more 

comfortable continuing to make payments via cash or 

check, please do so!   Kara Wagner, Treasurer 

 

Senior Youth Activities 

Senior Youth is hosting a benefit BBQ on Sunday, 

Dec 3.  Proceeds will be donated to a cancer charity in 

memory of former Red Bud High School teacher Dan 

Flowers. We will serve brats, port steaks, cole slaw, 

potato salad, and baked beans from 10:30 a.m.-??? 

Our progressive dinner is Sunday, Dec. 17.  We will 

start with appetizers at Bryce Becker's house and finish 

with desserts at Dylan Roscow's house. We still need 

volunteers for the salad course and the main course.  

We will greet and usher at the 9 p.m. Candlelight 

Holy Communion Service on Christmas Eve. 

Next meeting is Sunday Dec 3 immediately 

following cleanup after the BBQ. Our January meeting 

is January 7th at noon in the church basement. 

Our Senior Youth is selling all-occasion greeting 

cards. The supplier is Usborne Books. The cards are 

good quality. They come 30 cards to a keepsake box and 

the cost is $30 a box. That's just $1 per card. 

There are three “styles” from which to choose: two 

sets of all-occasion and one kids-themed all occasion. 

No orders are necessary as we have these cards on 

hand. Contact any Senior Youth member or Susie 

Harms 618-201-5654 (call or text).  We take cash or 

checks made payable to “St John's Senior Youth.” 

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men 

stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will 

renew their strength. Isaiah 40:30 

Junior Youth Event 

Our next Junior Youth event will be Saturday, 

December 16th from 1-3 p.m. We will go Christmas 

caroling at Garden Place and Red Bud Care Center with 

a Christmas party following in the Fellowship Hall with 

food and drinks. Please bring a $5 gift to exchange. We 

will meet at Garden Place at 1 p.m. We will need parents 

to drive. Cindy Ebers will lead us in singing again. 

Please RSVP to Jennifer Roscow (618-972-5366  or 

mroscow@htc.net or comment on the Junior Youth 

Facebook page). 

Sunday School News 

Perfect Attendance for November- Nursery: Elsie 

Liefer; Pre-Kdg: Aiden Artbeiter, Maverick Cowell, 

Emma F. Guebert, Natalie Kassing, Dax Liefer, Holden 

Wagner; Kdg: Payton Liefer; 1
st
 Grade: Ella Cowell, 

Brynleee Liefer, Tessa Stenzel, Brooke Wolter; 2
nd

 

Grade: Mallory Arbeiter, Josef Biffar, Sydney Kassing; 

3
rd

 Grade: Devyn Liefer, Milla Neff; 4
th
 Grade: Noah 

Kassing; 5
th
 Grade: Blake Henry, Connor Jordan, Bruce 

Quinn, Sam Roscow, Daniel Stapleton; 8
th
 Grade: 

Megan Henry, Addison Liefer 

Get To Know Your Sunday School Teacher- Jody 

Stapleton is in his first year of teaching Sunday School. 

He has the 5
th
 and 6

th
 grades class. He is married to 

Jennifer. They have a son, Daniel. He enjoys watching 

football and shooting guns. What he likes most about 

Sunday School is interacting with the kids and seeing 

them learn what is being shared. He wants the parents of 

his students to know the importance of attending Sunday 

School on a regular basis. His favorite lesson to teach so 

far has been that of Jonah. 

Bethesda Lutheran Communities is our mission 

project (national) for this year. Ten percent of our 

offerings will support ministry to those with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities. Rev. Reuben Schmitz, 

Mission Counselor for Bethesda, will be here on Sunday, 

December 3 to speak with our Sunday School children 

and Adult Bible classes. 

High School Bible Class meets in Room 2 of the 

Fellowship Hall with our seminary fieldworker Cameron 

Harms teaching.  

We will celebrate an Inter-generational Sunday 

School at 9 a.m. on Sunday, December 24 in the 

Fellowship Hall. There will be Christmas music, snacks 

and learning for everyone. There will be no classes at 

school that day.  

Classes will be at school as normal on Sunday, Dec. 

31, but the time will be from 9-9:45 a.m. that day. 

tel:(618)%20201-5654
tel:(618)%20972-5366
mailto:mroscow@htc.net
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The Heat Is On! 

Both boiler units in church were removed, rusted 

beyond reasonable repair. New units have been installed! 

The cost of around $20,000 has been paid by an 

anonymous donation. We thank God for His blessings 

through the goodness and generosity of His people! 

When you see Vic Mohr, Jr., please thank him for his 

hard work above and beyond the call of duty to get the 

units working in time for us to have heat in the building 

for our Thanksgiving services. 

 
This is the empty Boiler Room with the old equipment 

removed. Below is what our money bought us. 

 
This is the Boiler Room with the new equipment 

installed. Quite a puzzle to put together! 

 

“Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head” 

Lost and Found items are on the coat rack shelf across 

from the restrooms. These include many umbrellas. Take 

a look, one of them may be yours!  

Elder Baskets 

Our Board of Elders will deliver Christmas baskets 

to those members of St. John’s who are on our visitation 

list. This will happen on Saturday, December 9. If you 

know of someone else homebound or in need who would 

benefit from a gift this Christmas, please call our office. 

You can contribute to this gift by placing an envelope 

marked “Elder baskets” in the offering or by bringing 

your donation to the office. Thank you! 

Pictorial Directories Available 

Copies of our recent pictorial directory are available 

for purchase from our office for $50. This money goes 

for our congregation’s debt relief. This would make a 

great gift for that family member who has moved away 

from Red Bud but would still like to keep in contact with 

people here at St. John’s. 

 

Reformation 500 

There are many places in the life of Luther that are 

associated with music and worship. Much of his adult 

life in Wittenberg was saturated with music as it became 

a vehicle for sharing the Gospel truths. We are wisely 

told, however, that the child is the father of the man and 

to share in a childhood experience of music by Luther, it 

is important to visit the city of Eisenach, where young 

Martin was a student beginning in 1498. Because of his 

childhood experiences there, he was able to call 

Eisenach his “dear city.” One of the ways that students 

literally “earned their bread” during their years of 

schooling was to “sing for their supper” in the streets of 

the city. Luther was fortunate in finding free lodging at 

the home of the Cotta family and was able to earn his 

board from the merchant Schalbe family in exchange for 

being a tutor for their son.  

Luther’s early days were taken up in his schoolwork 

and in attending worship at Saint George’s Church. 

Later in his life, Luther would return to Eisenach under 

very different circumstances. After the Diet of Worms in 

1521, Luther was considered to be an outlaw and could 

have been apprehended or even killed on sight. To 

protect him, Duke Frederick had him waylaid and taken 

to Wartburg Castle. While in seclusion there, Luther set 

himself to the task of translating the Bible into German, 

the language of the people. Working tirelessly in his 

room, Luther completed the New Testament before 

returning to Wittenberg. Today the Wartburg is one of 

the most visited Luther sites in Germany. 

Merry Christmas! 
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Acolyte Schedule 

Sat. December 2 5 p.m. Melayna Crafton 

Sun. December 3 8 a.m.  

   10:30 a.m. Claire Diewald 

 

Sat. December 9 5 p.m. Hannah Schoenbeck 

Sun. December 10 8 a.m. Jacob Kuehner 

   10:30 a.m. Zandra Harless 

 

Sat. December 16 5 p.m. Owen Liefer 

Sun. December 17 8 a.m. Olivia Schluter 

   10:30 a.m. Ryker Papenberg 

 

Wed. December 20 7 p.m. Cody Strong 

 

Sat. December 23 5 p.m. Katie Schneider 

Sun. December 24 10 a.m. Abby Vallett 

   5 p.m. Aubrey Piel 

   9 p.m. Senior Youth 

  

Mon. December 25 9 a.m. Michael Watters 

 

Sat. December 30 5 p.m. Madison Falkenhain 

Sun. December 31 10 a.m. Dylan Minemann 

   5 p.m. Carolyne Mulherin 

 

Mon. January 1  10 a.m. Simone Liefer 

If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please switch 

with another acolyte and contact the office with the change. 

 

Worship Greeter Schedule 

I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1  

Sat. Dec. 2 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. Dec. 3  8 a.m. Kalin and Kathy Liefer; 

   Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

    10:30 a.m. Jackie Aubuchon;  

   Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

 

Sat. Dec. 9 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. Dec. 10 8 a.m. Roger and Peggy Hanebutt; 

   Ken and Joan Ruwald 

  10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel; 

                       Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

 

Sat. Dec. 16 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. Dec. 17  8 a.m. Milton and Mary Ann Weber; 

   Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

  10:30 a.m. Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

 

Sat. Dec. 23 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. Dec. 24 10 a.m. Wil and Martha Krick; 

   Cindy Steele & Olivia Schmitz 

  5 p.m. Cliff and Arlou Papenberg 

  9 p.m. Senior Youth 

 

Sat. Dec. 30 5 p.m. Miriam Poston  

Sun. Dec. 31 10 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers; 

   Vernon and Evelyn Muench 

  5 p.m. The Nebel Family 

 

Mon., Jan. 1 10 a.m.  John and Norma Preston; 

   Loren Harms & Lois Mesnarich 

There is an opening in our 10:30 a.m. schedule for a 

couple or for two individuals to serve as greeters. 

Please call the church office if you are willing to help! 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Red Bud, Illinois 

Worship Calendar: 2017-2018 Church Year 

DECEMBER 2017 

Sat/Sun   2/3   1
st
 Sunday in Advent  

Sun    3 7 p.m. Road to Bethlehem Pageant 

Wed     6 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Early Childhood  

   Christmas Service   

Sat/Sun   9/10 2
nd

 Sunday in Advent 

Sun    10 6 p.m. Sunday School Christmas Service 

Wed          13    8:30 a.m./7 p.m. Primary School Christmas 

Thu    14 *3 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

Sat/Sun  16/17 3
rd

 Sunday in Advent 

Sun    17 3 p.m. German Christmas Service 

Wed    20   7 p.m. Midweek Advent Service 

Thu    21     8:30 a.m./7 p.m. Day School Christmas 

Sat/ Sun 23/24     4
th

 Sunday in Advent (5 p.m. and 10 a.m.) 

Sun    24      *5 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion 

Sun     24      *9 p.m. Christmas Eve Com./Candlelight 

Mon         25 *9 a.m. Christmas Day Communion 

Sat/Sun  30/31 *1
st
 Sunday of Christmas (5 pm & 10 am) 

Sun     31 *5 p.m. New Year’s Eve Communion 

Services in italics will be held in the school gym (old).  

 

JANUARY 2018 

Mon     1   10:00 a.m. New Year’s Day Matins 
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December Church and School Calendar 

Friday, December 1-  

Girls’ A Basketball at Edwardsville; Boys C at Red Bud Cath. 

8:30 a.m. Early Childhood Chapel with Mrs. Schmitz 

Saturday, December 2- 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall (Romans) 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

SUNDAY, December 3-   

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion    

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Adult and Youth Bible Classes 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service    

7:00 p.m. Road to Bethlehem Pageant 

Monday, December 4- 

6:00 p.m. Choir Christmas Caroling (meet at RB Care Center) 

7:00 p.m. Board of Elders meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Girls’ Basketball C team vs. Chester Lutheran at RBC 

Tuesday, December 5- 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Circuit Pastors’ Conference at St. John, Chester 

12:30 to 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m. Evening Guild Christmas Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m. Girls’ Basketball A & C at home vs. Steeleville 

Wednesday, December 6- 

8:30 a.m. Early Childhood Christmas Service in the old gym 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Doris Mueller in the FH 

3:30 p.m. Grades 6-8 Public School Confirmation classes 

7:00 p.m. Early Childhood Christmas Service in the old gym 

Thursday, December 7- 

6:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the FH (“To the Hebrews”) 

8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study with Julie Fehr in the FH 

1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center in Baldwin 

6:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice in the church balcony 

6:00 p.m. Boys’ basketball A & C at Red Bud Catholic 

6:00 p.m. Girls’ basketball A & B at St. Libory 

Friday, December 8-  

Boys’ C Team Basketball Tourney at Red Bud Catholic 

Saturday, December 9- 

9:00 a.m. Elder Basket distribution 

Noon and 3 p.m. 5
th
 grade Boys’ basketball at Zion in Belleville 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service   

SUNDAY, December 10-   

8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Adult and Youth Bible Classes 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion   

6:00 p.m. Sunday School Christmas Service and Reception 

Monday, December 11-  

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school music room 

Tuesday, December 12-  

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service at Red Bud Care Center 

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

1:30 p.m. Holy Communion Service at Garden Place 

6:00 p.m. Girls’ A team basketball at home vs. Zion, Belleville 

Wednesday, December 13-  

8:30 a.m. Primary School (K-2) Christmas Service in old gym 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Doris Mueller 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. 6-8
th
 grades Public School Confirmation classes 

7:00 p.m. Primary School (K-2) Christmas Service in old gym 

Thursday, December 14-  

6:30 a.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (Hebrews) 

8:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Julie Fehr 

3:00 p.m. Holy Communion Service at church 

6:00 p.m. Bell choir practice in the church balcony 

6:00 p.m. Men’s Club Christmas Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m. Boys’ ABC basketball at home vs. St. Mark’s 

Friday, December 15-  

6:00 p.m. Girls’ A & B basketball at home vs. Marissa 

Saturday, December 16-   

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

Noon Boy’s basketball C & D home vs. Millstadt 

1-3 p.m. Junior Youth Caroling and Christmas Party 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

6 p.m. Class of 2020 Holiday Bus Tour 

SUNDAY, December 17-   

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible Classes  

10:30 a.m. Divine Service (Alternative) 

3:00 p.m. German Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols 

4:00 p.m. Senior Youth Progressive Dinner 

Monday, December 18-  

5:30 p.m. Boys’ basketball A & B at TSJ-Nashville 

6:00 p.m. Boys’ basketball 5
th
 grade home vs. RBES 

6:00 p.m. Nominating Committee meeting in school library 

7:00 p.m. Choir practice in the school music room 

7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting in the school library 

Tuesday, December 19-  

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m. Girls’ basketball (A&C) at Steeleville Public 

6:00 p.m. Boys’ basketball (A&B) at RBES 

Wednesday, December 20-  

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Doris Mueller 

11:00 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. 8
th
 grade Public School Confirmation class 

5:45 p.m. Advent Supper in the Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Service at church 

Thursday, December 21- End of Second Quarter 

6:30 a.m. Bible class in the Fellowship Hall (Hebrews) 

8:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH with Julie Fehr 

8:30 a.m. Grades 3-8 Day School Christmas Service in old gym 

1:48 p.m. Early school dismissal 

7:00 p.m. Grades 3-8 Day School Christmas Service in old gym 

Friday, December 22- No School! Christmas Break 

Saturday, December 23-  

5:00 p.m. Divine Service  

SUNDAY, December 24-  

9:00 a.m. Intergenerational Bible class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m. Divine Service (Advent 4)  

5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Holy Communion Service 

9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Holy Communion Candlelight Service 

Monday, December 25- The Nativity of Our Lord 

9:00 p.m. Christmas Day Holy Communion Service  

Tuesday, December 26- Pastor Nebel on vacation thru Saturday 

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, December 27-  

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, December 28- January Epistles Articles are due 

Saturday, December 30-  

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

SUNDAY, December 31-  

9:00 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible Class; Sunday School  

10:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

5:00 p.m. New Year’s Eve Holy Communion Service 

Monday, January 1, 2018-  

10:00 a.m. New Year’s Day Matins Service 


