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ADVENT 4 B                 “Christmas Cards: Glory Be to God Forevermore!”                          Romans 16:25-27 

 

Perhaps you have been receiving Christmas cards in the mail over the last few weeks. While there may be a tardy 

card or two yet to arrive, the time for Christmas greetings in our mailbox has come to an end. But before we give up on 

the greetings of the season, the Apostle Paul has inspired words to share with us today as he did with the Roman 

Christians almost two thousand years ago. They are words of praise “to the only wise God be glory forevermore 

through Jesus Christ!” All that God promised to His people through the prophets of old and then revealed in His Son 

born for us was given to the world at the first Christmas and is now given to us through the preaching of His gospel. 

I. God’s Mystery is Secret For Long Ages 

From books, television and movies we have the idea that the word “mystery” means a crime that needs to be 

solved by an examination of clues, the interrogation of witnesses, and the investigation of leads. Paul likes to use the 

word mystery in his letters, but in the Bible this word means something that is unknown to us humans and cannot be 

discovered by us. God has to reveal this mystery to us because it is His eternal plan for our rescue from sin, death and 

the devil.  

On our own, we have all kinds of ideas of how to save ourselves from our natural rebellion against and hatred of 

the God who created us. After all, we can’t be that bad. A few good works around Christmas time like putting some 

spare change in the red kettle at the store, making a contribution to the local food pantry, or singing carols at the 

nursing home, will cover up our mistakes from the past year.  

Those are nice things to do, for it is wonderful to show generosity and care for others, not just leading up to 

December the 25
th
, but every day of every month of the year. But if we think that such things can earn us tickets into 

eternal happiness and glory, we instead have secured our spot on the naughty list known as eternal condemnation. 

God’s mystery that was kept secret to our sinful natures for long ages is this: freedom from our sin is His free gift to us 

apart from our selfish works. 
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II. God’s Mystery is Disclosed Through the Prophets 

Yet this secret mystery is not something God has kept hidden. He has promised a Savior from sin since the time 

of the very first sinners. This Rescuer would crush the power of the serpent-like devil and take away the curse of death 

that rebellious humans brought upon themselves. From His first promise to Adam and Eve in Eden God expanded and 

broadened His promises of a Savior over time through His Old Testament messengers, the prophets. 

Our Old Testament reading today contains an example of one such promise. A descendant of their King David 

would rule an eternal kingdom. Our Gospel reading says that He will be born of a virgin apart from human intercourse. 

Other promises were that He would be born in Bethlehem, would give comfort to God’s people, suffer on account of 

our sins, and offer all the world eternal life by His resurrection from the dead. 

III. God’s Mystery is Revealed and Proclaimed in Jesus Christ to All Nations 

These promises of God are scattered here and there throughout the Old Testament. Over the centuries God was 

giving His people glimpses of the Savior to come. But the whole present is wrapped up in the person and work of 

God’s own eternal Son living in our human flesh, Jesus the Christ. In Jesus all of God’s promises come true. What was 

a mystery to our human nature now is revealed to us as God’s plan for our salvation through the life, death and 

resurrection of His Son who is one of us and one with us. 

The forgiveness of our sins, strength for a new, godly life in this troubled world, and eternal life in God’s 

glorious presence, all of these are God’s gifts to us in the baby born in Bethlehem. The gospel that had been silently 

spoken through ancient prophets is revealed by God in the birth of His Son Jesus. The ministry that our risen and 

ascended Lord Jesus Christ has given to us, His church on earth, is to proclaim this good news loudly. Jesus is God 

Himself in our human form to free us from our sins and to restore us to God’s creative life in His name. This was 

Paul’s preaching in the 1
st
 century Roman Empire. It is has been the work of the Christian Church over the centuries 

since then. It is our congregation’s purpose here in Red Bud and our mission as The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

in our state, across our nation and around the world.  
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IV. God’s Mystery Brings About the Obedience of Faith 

 God’s good news in the gospel of Jesus Christ is no longer a mystery to the world. It definitely should not 

remain something private and kept to ourselves. In our Holy Baptism God calls us to enjoy His gospel, to live in His 

gospel, and to carry that gospel of Jesus into all the world. We do not have an option for outreach or a choice about 

evangelism. As forgiven believers in Jesus we are gospel missionaries. As God’s Word is preached, as baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper are shared, the HS is at work creating the faith that receives Jesus as Savior. God calls upon us to have 

faith in Jesus as Savior. Then He graciously gives us that very faith for which He asks. 

V. God’s Mystery Believed Results in Glory Given to Him 

Such a loving God who works out this eternal plan of salvation and offers it to all people deserves our praise and 

thanks. Our God is a God of glory. We hear the angels’ message every Christmas, “Glory to God in the highest.” Glory 

is a difficult word to define. We can say it this way: God is in the spotlight. He has earned our attention. He deserves 

our applause. He should hear our compliments. We easily and happily give this kind of recognition to musicians, movie 

stars and professional athletes. But God gives to us infinitely far more than any entertainer ever could. God gives us 

this life of body and spirit and then cares for our physical needs every day of every year we are here on earth. And 

what’s more, in His Son Jesus, God gives us Himself. This is the greatest gift of all that we celebrate at Christmas. 

 In Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection our God has made good on His ancient plan of rescue and freedom for 

us. To this great God we cling in faith, to this great God we give all glory. God the Father deserves it. God the Son has 

earned it. God the Holy Spirit moves us to do it. We end as Paul finishes his letter to the Romans, Amen, that’s the way 

it is and always will be. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

(stand) Offertory, page 192  

 

 


