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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT B  2 Peter 3:8-14  “Christmas Cards: The Lord Is Patient” 

 Two young boys want their first new bicycles for Christmas. They are just learning to ride. Their parents have 

borrowed used bikes to practice and are eager to help them ride. They also are patient and loving. They pick up their 

boys when they fall, brush them off, and put them back on the bikes. They cheer them on when the boys do well.  

 But there is a difference. One of the boys does not like practicing. He will ride once in a while to please his 

parents. He would rather stay inside and watch television or play video games. The other boy is serious about riding. 

He uses every spare moment he has to practice on that old bike under the watchful eye of his parents. He wants to be 

ready for his new bicycle. 

 Christmas Day comes. Each boy gets the new bicycle they are expecting and are excited about it, at least at first. 

The one boy who did not practice has trouble getting on his bicycle. He can’t get going, then he falls off. After a few 

frustrating failures, he throws this new bike down to the ground and storms inside. He had not practiced for it so he was 

not ready for this gift. 

 The other boy, however, easily gets on his new bicycle and proudly rides up and down the street. He had 

practiced so much on the old bike that riding this new bicycle seems like second nature to him. What’s more, this new 

equipment is so much nicer, smoother and easier to ride. His patient and loving parents are so pleased to see their child 

ready for and enjoying the gift they have given him. 

 The patience of these parents is God’s way with us. We are His chosen children. We are not learning how to ride 

bicycles, we are learning how to live holy lives in Jesus’ name. As we practice that in this life the Holy Spirit is 

preparing us for God’s greatest Christmas gift, eternal life in His new creation, the home of righteousness. 

I. The Day of the Lord Will Come (verse 10) 

A. It Will Come Like a Thief 
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 God’s Word is clear, Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God who lives in our human flesh, is coming again. This 

second time He will do so, not in the humility of a stable’s birth, but in the power, glory and victory of the almighty 

God, the King and Savior of the World. 

 The Bible is also very clear, there will be no promos about this on television, no Facebook updates, no tweets on 

Twitter telling us it is about to happen, no countdown on the news. Jesus will return as suddenly and surprisingly as a 

thief in the night who breaks in when the owner of the house is not prepared.  

 This may seem an unflattering image for the Apostle Peter to use, comparing our Lord Jesus Christ to a midnight 

burglar. But Jesus used it of Himself in Matthew 24, not that He is coming to take from us what is not His, but to 

emphasize the suddenness of His appearing. Other than what is revealed already for us in His Word, Jesus will give us 

no prior warning to prepare for His appearance.  

B. It Will Dissolve the Universe 

 When Jesus comes, the universe as we know it, corrupted by our sin, will be destroyed. Peter uses vivid language 

to describe this destruction. People in the Los Angeles area, sadly surrounded by ferocious fires, can understand on a 

small scale now what will happen to all things then. Everything that we think is powerful and amazing will be 

destroyed. The goodies gotten from our Christmas lists will be no more. All that we have worked for, cherished, and 

relied upon, the house, the money, the cars, will be gone. Our works will be exposed for what they are: either acts of 

selfish unbelief or deeds of faith done for the glory of God and the good of others. 

II. The Lord Is Patient Toward Us 

A. The Lord Gives Time for Repentance (verses 8-9) 

 When will this happen? The answer for us is to be ready now. But even among 1
st
 century Christians there was 

impatience as to Christ’s Second Coming. Peter writes less than 40 years after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, but his 

readers are wondering, “When is our Redeemer returning?” Skeptics are saying that He is slow. Mockers are saying 

that He is not coming. Unbelievers are saying that He does not exist in the first place. They then live their lives as if 
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there were no God. We are on our own and there is nothing for us beyond this life. It is the way of the world to ignore 

its Lord. It is the nature of our sin to forget our Savior. Both ways are unprepared for His return. 

 God’s answer to our apathy is today’s Christmas card from 2 Peter: His perfect patience. His first reason for 

waiting is our repentance. God is putting off His Son’s return and this world’s end to offer all people time to turn away 

from our selfish lives, to reject our sinful natures, and to call upon Jesus as our Lord and Savior from sin. Through His 

Word of the Bible and sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Spirit brings us to that repentance and 

faith in Jesus which is the proper preparing we need for Jesus’ appearing. 

B. The Lord Promises Us a New Home of Righteousness (verse 13) 

 Despite the destructive description of Christ’ return, it will be a wonderful event for us as God’s people. All that 

will be destroyed is sin, not us. This is because in Jesus Christ our God sees us as being without sin. Our sin was taken 

away from us in His sight by Jesus’ sacrificial suffering and death on the cross. The sinless Son of God lived for us 

perfectly, died for us innocently and rose for us victoriously so that we can stand righteous and holy before our 

heavenly Father.  

 Because of Jesus, who is our righteousness, we can look forward to the re-creation of the new heavens and new 

earth, “in which righteousness dwells.” The Righteous One, Jesus Christ, is preparing this place for us who by His 

work are righteous in God’s sight and who at His return will live in that righteousness for eternity. The Holy Spirit is 

working that sure hope and firm faith within us. We have a place promised to us in the new heaven and new earth 

which is the presence of our Triune God forever. The home of righteousness is our future and eternal address. 

III. We Live Our Lives Here Until Then 

A. We Wait in Holiness and Godliness (verses 11-12) 

 That is fine for our future, whenever it will be, but what about now? What does knowing of Jesus’ coming again 

mean for us today? Peter asks the question: “what sort of people should we be in our lives?” Remember those two boys 

looking forward to new bicycles at Christmas. We are to live like the second boy who practiced riding, looking forward 
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to living a better life than we now have. We can practice holy living now by the power of the Holy Spirit so that when 

Jesus comes we will be the kind of people ready for eternal living in the home of righteousness. It will just be an 

extension of way we are living this life now. 

 This is the second reason for God’s patience in bringing this world to its end. We have work to do as His 

disciples. Jesus has given us His Great Commission: go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. Jesus told 

His first followers that only after the gospel is preached to all nations will the end come. We are not only waiting for 

Christ to return, we are praying for it regularly, “Thy kingdom come,” and we should be hastening His arrival by 

showing our faith in Him to those around us. Having heard God’s call to Christ and answered it in faith, it is now our 

mission to share the gospel. It is not enough to be prepared for His return ourselves, that is to be our concern for our 

spouse, children, parents, neighbors, friends and co-workers so that they, too, can welcome Jesus in faith when He 

appears again. 

B. We Are Found by the Lord Without Spot, Blemish and at Peace (verse 14) 

 Peter also describes our lives now as we await the return of Jesus. We are to be “diligent to be found by Him 

without spot or blemish, and at peace.” This is a tall order, bigger than any Christmas wish list. We cannot fill it on our 

own. This is what the Holy Spirit does in our lives through God’s Word and Sacraments. Because of Jesus we live 

without sin’s accusation, without sin’s punishment, without sin’s condemnation. We live with God’s forgiveness of our 

sins. This is the peace we have with God. There is no more sin separating us from our loving Creator. God has placed 

us on His victorious side through His Son Jesus. 

 Practice makes perfect. It worked for the second boy in riding his bike. Our God makes us perfect in His sight 

through the gift of His Son as our Savior from sin. For now we practice the righteous life of faith in Jesus’ name, 

looking forward with hope to His return when He will make us residents of His home of righteousness forever. AMEN 

(stand) Offertory, page 192 


