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PROPER 27 A    Matthew 25:1-13   “Wake, Awake, The Wedding Awaits” 

 

 We recently celebrated the wedding of our daughter Chelsea. Our daughter Mary is engaged and will be married 

on June 23
rd

. At Chelsea’s wedding reception our third daughter Clara caught the bouquet. No, I surrender! One 

wedding was tough, a second will be difficult, a third wedding would do me in. Chelsea’s wedding went well, without 

anything really going wrong. But an hour beforehand, I was not so sure we were going to make it.  

 Cindy and I were running late, driving south on I-270 with one more exit to go when the traffic came to a stop at 

I-64. I saw an ambulance with its lights on crossing over the road to head south on 270. “Oh no,” I thought, there is an 

accident ahead and no way for us to get off of the road.” I had visions of the wedding service having to start late 

because the parents of the bride were stuck in their car, stranded in a traffic jam on the interstate. Thankfully, there was 

no accident in our way, the traffic had stopped only to let the ambulance have room, and within five minutes the cars 

moved and all was clear.  

 In Jesus’ parable of our text we see that five of the bridesmaids are not ready for the wedding. They do not have 

extra oil for their lamps. Poorly prepared, they miss the party. However the five who are properly prepared welcome 

the arrival of groom. They join with the rest of the wedding party to celebrate the festivities. Jesus invites us to His 

heavenly banquet, the party of eternal life. This is His gift to us by His own life, death, and resurrection. As invited 

guests we watch for His coming, our lives lived enlightened by the lamp of faith, which is fueled by the power of the 

Holy Spirit at work in God’s Word and Sacraments. 

I. Be Ready Before Its Too Late 

A. …For the Wedding Banquet 

 The wedding party leaves church after pictures are taken for their drive to reception hall. Five attendants jump 

into one car whose tank has enough gas. Five others jump into another car whose gauge on empty. They had not 

prepared for the trip. They ask if they could siphon gas from other vehicle, but then there would not be enough for all to 
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get there. One groomsman takes a gas can and walks to a gas station. By the time he returns with gas the rest of the 

wedding party is at the banquet hall. The place is full. The food has run out. Even the beverages now are in short 

supply. The poorly prepared people have missed out on the celebration. 

 Weddings in Jesus’ day took place when the groom had finished building a house for his bride. The one who 

determined that completion was his father. Thus the wedding had no set time or even date. Those invited and planning 

to attend the wedding have to be ready at moment’s notice for the banquet to begin. As we see in this passage, the 

festivities could begin even during the middle of the night. Lamps with oil were required. But half of the bridesmaids 

do not have sense to bring extra oil with their lamps. In our time, we would need extra batteries for our flashlight or a 

charger to go along with our cell phone. Those without extra oil have their lamps go out. By the time they get back 

from the all-night convenience store with a supply of oil, the party has started. The room is full, all seats are taken, they 

are locked out. Their invitation is no good anymore. 

B. …For the Return of Christ 

 As we come to the end of the Christian church year calendar the worship readings help us to focus on future, that 

is, the promised return of Jesus to earth in all His power and glory. The groom in this parable represents Jesus. The 

wedding banquet is the eternal life to which Jesus has invited us. The girls in text stand for all of us, we who have 

received Jesus’ invitation and now wait for His coming. They know that the groom is coming, just not exactly when. 

Today we know that Jesus is coming again, but just not the date and time. Like the shout that wakes these bridesmaids 

from their midnight sleep, Jesus’ arrival on the world’s last day will be sudden and loud. In this story Jesus is teaching 

us to be prepared and ready for Him to return before the time of our preparation is over. 

II. God Gives Us the Grace that We Need 

A. To Reject God’s Grace Is to Be Unprepared 

 In Jesus’ story some of those invited are unprepared. They had oil available for their lamps. They just do not 

bring that with them. They use the little oil they have wastefully. It’s like having 30% left on our cell phone and no 
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charger with us, but we go ahead and play Candy Crush anyway or watch a video of a cat playing the piano. Then our 

phone dies and we miss out on a call or text that has vital and important information for us. When the time comes to 

welcome the groom’s arrival, the bridesmaids in our text are not ready, so they miss out on the celebration.  

 How does such unpreparedness take place among those whom Jesus invites to His heavenly banquet? It happens 

when a child baptized into Christian faith is not taught what it means to be a baptized believer in Jesus. It happens 

when we do not take seriously our confirmation pledge to make use of God’s Word and Sacraments, which are His 

means of grace. It happens when we find time for everything but do not include worship, Bible study and the Lord’s 

Supper in our schedule. It happens when other things are more important than an active practice of our Christian faith. 

It happens when we think that there always will be time later to repent, change our lives and come to Christ. It happens 

when we use God’s gifts only on ourselves and do not support the ministry of His church, or care for others in their 

time of need. We have the money to buy an I Phone X or go on a Caribbean cruise, but sorry, there is nothing left to 

support the congregation that has given or gives our children and grandchildren their Christian education. 

B. God Gives Us His Grace in Jesus Christ 

 We should wonder, “Am I ready for Christ’s return?” If it were left up to us, the answer would be no. On our own 

we are unprepared for Christ to appear. But our readiness is not left up to us. Our God is at work to prepare us for the 
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 coming of Christ. This readiness begins at Christ’s cross; Jesus died to take away our sins that separate us from 

God. This readiness is renewed in Jesus’ resurrection. He has blazed the trail into eternal life for us. This readiness is 

given to us personally and individually in Holy Baptism. Through baptism the Holy Spirit makes us children of God 

who are prepared for Christ’s return. This readiness is renewed for us by God in His word of the Bible. Through it we 

are filled with the sure hope of salvation. This readiness is given us in the Lord’s Supper. Here again we are assured of 

the forgiveness of our sins that Jesus earned for us by His perfect life and sacrificial death. 

 By God’s Word and Sacraments, He gives us the lamp of faith, the fuel of which is the Holy Spirit at work in 

those same means of grace to keep the lamp of faith lit in our lives. Are we ready for Christ to return? Do we trust in 
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Him as our only Savior from sin? Are we His people by virtue of our holy baptism? Has the Holy Spirit invited us to a 

heavenly banquet with our risen and living Lord Jesus? Yes, yes, yes, and again yes! 

C. By Faith In Jesus We Are Prepared For His Return 

 Being prepared for the return of Jesus is simply using gifts that our God, in His goodness, gives us. Our God is no 

cheapskate when it comes to blessing us. He provides all that we need to survive and thrive. As we wait for Jesus to 

return, we need not fear a fuel shortage of faith; God makes us well-oiled. He gives us His Word of Bible to study. He 

gives us this family of faith, a congregation to join with in worship. He gives us the freedom and opportunity to 

frequently take part in the Lord’s Supper, receiving the body and blood of Jesus which feeds souls. We join with our 

nation this weekend in thanking those who have served in our country’s armed forces for defending the freedoms we 

have in our land. 

 Not only are we to be prepared for Jesus’ return, we are to help others be ready for His coming also. The lamp of 

faith God has placed into our hearts is to burn brightly for all to see our Savior in our lives. As we use the talents God 

gives us to serve those around us and the resources God gives us to spread His word others will hear Jesus’ invitation 

and be ready for His heavenly banquet when He returns. 

 It should not surprise us that this passage is both law and gospel. These words of Jesus are a warning to those too 

focused on this moment and how they can satisfy themselves right now. Without the preparation of God’s Word and 

Sacraments they will not be ready and caught by surprise at Jesus’ return. But these words of Jesus are also a promise 

to those expecting His arrival. He is coming for us and when He does it will be a great celebration of never-ending life. 

AMEN 

  
 

 


