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Last Sunday in Church Year            “God’s Grace Guides Us as Gracious Givers”   Matthew 25:34-40 

Children cannot repay their parents for the decades of food, clothing, shelter, medicine, transportation, etc., that 

Mom and Dad provided for them over the years of their lives. Yet, it is the ungrateful child who does not even try to do 

so. Children should show devotion, love and care to their parents, especially as those parents age and need assistance in 

their older years. 

Likewise, we cannot pay back God our heavenly Father for all that He has and still gives to us. His material and 

spiritual blessings to us are many, wonderful and constant. Yet, we would be ungrateful children if we did not try to 

return to our God love, devotion and thanks for all that He does and gives to us. We repay Him by serving those of His 

creatures who are in need, whether physically or spiritually.  

This Last Sunday in the Church Year we focus on Jesus’ return to bring this world as we know it to its end. Then 

He will invite us, His righteous people, to inherit a kingdom prepared for us since the creation of the world. By His 

Word and Sacraments Jesus gives us the ability and the desire now to display this kingdom in this world by our words 

and works of faith in Him as our Savior 

I. The Effects of Sin Affect Us 

We just observed a Day of National Thanksgiving in our country. It is a time to remember all that God has given 

to us. It is a time for us to return to Him our thanks for His many blessings to us. As the world around us would remind 

us, it is also time for us “to put our money where our mouth is.” But that is so hard for us to do. Our sinful natures 

make us upset about the past, nervous about now and fretting over the future. Farmers who recently have harvested a 

crop still may be worried about the weather, paranoid by prices and edgy over expenses. Even when weather and 

harvest are good, prices paid for the crop are not. “God provides the harvest, but sinners still run the Board of Trade.” 

Concern over our economy is not limited to farmers. Business owners worry about lower profits or no profits at all. 

Factory workers fear layoffs. Those on fixed incomes keep an eye out for inflation. 
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But as we look at our lives and of those near and dear to us, are the conditions as bad as what Jesus describes in 

our text? How many people do we know who are hungry, thirsty, homeless, naked, sick, imprisoned? There is some of 

that around us to a certain extent, but on the whole we have life pretty good. We are not living the lifestyles of the rich 

and famous, but I don’t think we are becoming destitute either. I believe that we have cars in the parking lot, houses to 

return to, food to eat for lunch, clothes to wear, and vacations to plan. Christmas is coming, just a month away. I expect 

that we will spend a lot of money on presents, food, decorations, traveling and parties. If we are honest with ourselves, 

our life situations are pretty good. We are wealthier than 95% of the world. 

I was at the Board of Trustees meeting for Saint Paul Lutheran High School on Monday. Our Executive Director 

told us about the number of parents who complain how hard it is to pay tuition for their children who are students there. 

Not because they are poor or without means! No, just the opposite. They are paying for a big house, multiple cars, a 

cabin at the lake, a boat, foreign vacations, so, they reason, how can they be expected to cover the cost of their child’s 

Christian education? Someone else should do that for them. Our purchases reflect our priorities, our money reveals our 

mission, our checkbook displays our preferences. If we permit the purchase of possessions to prevent us from 

promoting the proclamation of God’s Word in and by our congregation, then we have turned those objects into idols 

and have transformed ourselves into idolators in disobedience to God’s first commandment. Likewise, if we allow our 

expenses to become our excuses for little to no offerings to our God, we are telling Him that we do not trust Him to 

supply all that we need and then some. Instead, we feel that He will punish us with poverty if we support His ministry 

of the gospel with our gifts and offerings. 

II. Jesus Prepares a Kingdom for Us 

 While God’s blessings to us make life in this rebellious world bearable, even quite enjoyable at times, God has 

much more to offer us in life than the existence that we experience every day. Jesus teaches us to pray, “Thy kingdom 

come.” The time is coming when He will answer that petition in a very big way. This week is the end of the church 
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year. It is the time that we consider the return of Jesus to bring this world as we know it to its end. Jesus will come to 

gather all His faithful people together. We who have been blessed by our heavenly Father and called by the Holy Spirit 

to have faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin will receive the kingdom He has prepared for us since the foundation of the 

world. 

This kingdom is not something God will have thrown together for us at the last minute. It has been part of God’s 

plan from the time of His creation of the universe. It is the promise of victory that He made to our original ancestors 

Adam and Eve after the devil had defeated them, claiming them for his losing side. The promises of this kingdom were 

proclaimed by the prophets of God throughout the Old Testament. This kingdom was won for us by the second person 

of the Holy Trinity, the eternal Son of God. Jesus Christ lived in our human flesh and attacked the devil where he 

operated, this sinful world.  

Jesus knows what sin does to His creatures. As a human Jesus saw and experienced the effects that this rebellious 

world has on us. Jesus knows all about hunger, poverty, illness, crime, even death. He really knows all about death for 

He experienced it firsthand. While Jesus did not take part in our sin, He did suffer our death, death each and every one 

of us deserves because of our sins. Jesus died for us, in our place, as our substitute. His is the sacrifice of one innocent 

man for a world full of guilty people. Jesus then revealed His coming kingdom to us by rising from the dead. The 

kingdom Jesus is preparing for us is one of life, final victory over death, the elimination of sin and its effects upon us. 

III. We Share That Kingdom With Others Now 

Until that kingdom comes in its complete fulfillment at the return of Jesus it is our privilege, even our duty as 

citizens of that kingdom by virtue of our holy baptism, to share the life of that kingdom with others now. Literally, our 

Lord Jesus calls us to bring a little bit of heaven to earth. How can we do this? By doing those things that Jesus 

congratulates in our text: feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, providing for the poor, encouraging the sick, and 

ministering to those in prison.  
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Some of that we do directly when we see the need for help in our community, when families with whom we are 

familiar are having a hard time and can use our gifts of food, clothes and money to get them by for awhile. Some of this 

help we provide through our congregation. No matter what physical needs people may have, we all have the spiritual 

need of hearing the gospel, God’s love for us and forgiveness of us in His Son Jesus Christ. This message we receive as 

God’s Word is proclaimed and His sacraments are administered here in our congregation. Some of this help we do as a 

church body at work in our state, across the nation and around the world. We provide relief to those whose lives have 

been disrupted by natural disasters. We send missionaries with God’s Word to those who are in prison, into the inner 

cities, and to those in foreign countries where Jesus has not yet been proclaimed. 

We provide such support not to earn a place in God’s kingdom. We do this because we know that we already are 

members of that kingdom by virtue of Jesus’ work for us. Martin Luther wrote, “a Christian does not ask, ‘what good 

works should I do,’ a Christian just does them.” Automatically, without hardly thinking, as part of our new nature, we 

help those whom we see in need. We are not looking for congratulations, awards or recognition. We are not trying to 

win points with God but to point other people to God. 

Jesus will return and gather all people to Himself. At that time, because He has died on the cross and risen from 

the dead for us, we will not be embarrassed or condemned by all the ways we have disobeyed God during our days on 

earth. No, instead our sins will have been forgiven and forgotten by God for Jesus’ sake. Then we will be pleasantly 

surprised by how God’s Holy Spirit worked through us to serve others in Jesus’ name during our lives. 

As children of our heavenly Father, we cannot pay back God for all that He has done, does and will do for us. 

But, we can show our love, devotion and thanks to God by using what God has given us, His Word and Sacraments, to 

extend His kingdom here on earth until Jesus returns to invite us into God’s kingdom eternally. AMEN 


