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For Your Devotions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Lutheran Church Charities 

“Be Faithful” 

You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting 

as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, 

because you have broken faith with her, though she is 

your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 

Malachi 2:14 

As the culture around us becomes more permissive, 

the idea of faithfulness in marriage is being challenged. 

The entertainment industry promotes the idea that 

infidelity is a marvelous game for two. But they don’t 

tell you the downside. When it has run its course, it 

brings pain and disillusionment. And not only for the 

two people involved, but for those who love them, 

depend on them, and look to them for an example. It’s 

time for some straight talk about the covenant of 

marriage. After the thrill of the chase and the cooling of 

passion, you get back to cooking, cleaning, and earning a 

living. Yes, the grass is greener on the other side of the 

fence, but it still has to be mowed. When you’re dating 

you get to see the best aspects of someone, but when you 

marry them you get to live with their flaws, frailties, and 

irritants, much like those in the former husband or wife. 

And guess what? Married life begins to feel confining. 

Then what does the individual do when he or she is 

beginning to feel trapped? Hopscotch from one life to 

another in a vain search for something indescribable - 

something they never seem to find. What’s the answer? 

Instead of looking for the right person, seek to grow and 

mature and become the right person. Often the qualities 

you’re looking for in someone new lie undiscovered and 

unappreciated under the surface in the person you’re 

married to. These qualities are like seeds: if you water 

them, nurture and protect them, they will grow into 

something beautiful you can enjoy. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to grow and 

discover the qualities I am looking for with the one I am 

with. In Jesus’ Name, Amen 
 

From the Pastors’ Desks 

 
Who is this suspicious looking character who jumped in 

front of St. John’s float at the Firemen’s Picnic Parade? His 

cap reads “CH_ _ CH is nothing unless UR in it.” I like to 

wear that cap at community events such as the parade as a 

way to share the importance of gathering in God’s house to 

hear His Word and praise His name. And, by the way, this 

is another reminder! ;) 

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark Nebel 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Lauri, the boys and I have been going to Florida 

since the early 1990’s to visit with her mom, Ruth, who 

lived near Englewood for nearly forty years. We have 

enjoyed our trips driving through Tennessee, Georgia 

and Florida to stay with her home that was located along 

the Gulf side of Florida.  Most recently we have been 

staying in a condominium located on the beach in 

Englewood, which is located about twenty miles south 

of Venice. 
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One of the most precious times I will hold near to 

my heart are the times we took our sons to Venice Beach 

looking for shark teeth. We have many pictures of them 

looking through the sand and playing in the water. I do 

miss those days. They have gone by too quickly. 

These past few years we have been taking our 

granddaughter with us. I was looking through the 

pictures of us and found one that is dear to my heart. Our 

back was turned toward the camera as Lauri took a 

picture of Kadance and I walking down the board walk 

holding her little hand in mine. I have to fight the tears 

back when I look at the picture.   

One of the other memories I have is teaching our 

sons to worship and attend Sunday school.  We had a 

tradition in the family that I would quiz them on the 

catechism as a part of our family devotion. I still do that 

occasionally when they come over for a meal. 

Solomon wrote in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child 

in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 

not depart from it.” 

When I come to church, I will often sit in the back 

pew (like a good Lutheran) and pray the Psalms and also 

the prayers located in the front part of our hymnal. One 

of the prayers begins: “Lord, I love the habitation of 

Your House and the place where Your glory dwells. 

In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my 

heart that I may enter Your house to worship and 

confess Your Holy Name, through Jesus Christ, my 

God and Lord. Amen.” 

I enjoyed and miss those days we spent time 

together worshiping as a family teaching our sons about 

Jesus. I now have grandchildren who are learning about 

Jesus as well. I enjoy worshiping with you; God’s 

family, here at St. Johns, as we gather to praise and give 

thanks to our gracious heavenly Father. 

When I visit with our members at the Care Center 

(formerly known as Red Bud Nursing Home), Garden 

Place or in their homes, they will often tell me they miss 

going to church to worship. God has blessed St. Johns 

with two pastors and several volunteers who faithfully 

bring God’s Word, devotions, and worship services to 

them each month. 

“Lord, I love the habitation of Your House and 

the place where Your glory dwells”. 

 Your brother in Christ, Rev. Russell E. Koen 

 

We Bid a Fond Farewell 

July 5 Transfer out of Glenda Baker to Zion Lutheran 

Church in Belleville 

 

Sunday Bible Class- 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 

We continue our study of the Gospel of John in the 

Fellowship Hall. The theme of this book is that Jesus is 

the Son of God and authorized agent of the heavenly 

Father. During this month He will suffer, die and rise for 

us and our salvation. 

Evening Guild News 

All women of our congregation are invited to an 

evening of celebration on Tuesday, September 19 at 6:30 

p.m. with a salad buffet in the Fellowship Hall. Our 

guest speaker will be Pastor Joe Hoem from Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in Murphysboro. His message is 

entitled: “What do Orphans, Corvettes and Jehovah 

Witnesses have in common?”  

The quilting schedule for August is Tuesdays from 

12:30 to 3:00 p.m. and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. The quilting room is cool and a great place for 

fellowship when it is hot outside! 

Baldwin Sight Center: Volunteer your time to help 

make large print books at the Baldwin Center on the 2
nd

 

& 4
th
 Thursdays of each month. Call Mary Ann Wegener 

(282-2893) or come to the church parking lot at 1 p.m. 

“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman 

who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her of the fruit 

of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.” 

Proverbs 31:30-31 

 

A Musical Moment 

Happy August everybody! Once the 8
th
 month of 

the year rolls around, it becomes “crunch time” to 

complete all of the musical preparations for the 

upcoming school year! This includes finishing up the 

Grandparent/Special Guest Day program and the K-2nd 

and 3rd-8th School Christmas services.  

As part of the School Chapel Committee, I wish to 

inform you of what our weekly chapel will be like this 

year! The students still will be divided into the Early 

Childhood (Daycare, Pre-School, and Kindergarten) and 

Elementary (Grades 1-8) age groups. Twice a month, we 

will all worship together. This year we will follow the 

Order of Matins. During the times that the Early 

Childhood students worship, we will use an abbreviated 

form of that service. However, during the Elementary 

Chapels we will sing through it in its entirety. Matins 

can take time to learn and master, but we think it will be 

worth it! We invite everybody to come and worship with 

us during our school chapel services!  

Mrs. Lindsey Hudak, Director of Parish Music 
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From the Principal’s Pen 

Summer is coming to an end and school will start in 

a short while.  I hope your summer was safe, fun and 

relaxing!  My vacation was taken in July. We spent two 

weeks with 46 other local people touring the Luther 

Heritage sites in Germany, Prague, the Czeck Republic, 

and Krakow, Poland.  We had great weather with the 

only rain being on the day we had our longest bus ride. 

The trip went well.  The cities in which Luther lived are 

in what used to be East Germany. The government and 

cities have worked really hard to make them colorful and 

attractive in recent years. New museums in the cities of 

Wittenberg, Eisleben and Erfurt tell the story of Luther, 

Melanchthon and other Reformation leaders.   

Two highlights of the trip took place in Wittenberg. 

We held a worship service in the Old Latin School with 

Dr. Robert Kolb leading the service and Mr. Ted 

Boettcher (former St. John’s teacher) playing the organ. 

500 trees were planted in Wittenberg. One has a plaque 

with our congregation’s name on it as a gift from our 

group. Another tree will be planted on the school 

playground in celebration of the 500
th
 anniversary of the 

Reformation. I plan to organize my pictures for a 

presentation at school and for the Evening Guild.  I will 

be happy to share with other groups as well. 

Our before/after school care program will continue 

to be of service to our school families as in the past.  The 

Daycare will no longer be running the service due to 

licensing issues so our school will oversee the program. 

We have people in place to fill the positions which are 

just waiting for Board of Parish Education approval. The 

first day will be August 15, our first day of school.  The 

program will proceed as in the past during school days. 

 On morning dismissal days with no lunch, there will be 

no after school care just like in the past.  Watch the 

Cougar Tracks, Epistle, and church bulletin for further 

announcements. 

Our theme for this year is “Christ Alone” with our 

theme Bible verse coming from Ephesians 2:8, “For by 

grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God.”  Our four 

emphases will be “Faith Alone, Scripture Alone, Grace 

Alone and Christ Alone” in response to the 500
th
 

anniversary of the Reformation.  As in the past, songs 

and Bible verses will be chosen for monthly and weekly 

devotions and chapel services. 

Our first day of school is August 15 with an 

Opening Chapel service at Church at 8:30 a.m. led by 

Pastor Nebel. All are welcome to attend. Our first day 

will dismiss at 1:48 p.m. Dismissal will take place as last 

year with bus students leaving the building on the north 

side, walkers using the east door and car pick up from 

the south.  Please remember that cars are not to move on 

the parking lot until all students are safely in their car. 

No left turns onto the highway are allowed during the 

dismissal since this slows process for everyone!  Your 

cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Our teachers will attend the Day of Spiritual 

Renewal on August 3 at Metro East Lutheran High 

School. A Re-dedication of the teachers and staff will 

take place on August 13 at the 8 a.m. service. At this 

time recognition and certificates will be presented for 

years of service to the school and church.  The total solar 

eclipse will take place on August 21. The classroom 

teachers will prepare students on the proper way to view 

the eclipse.  Smaller children will remain in the building 

for safety. Permission slips will be sent home with 

students for permission to view the event outside that 

day. We have glasses from the Regional Office of 

Education for proper eye cover.  Special food will be on 

the menu and a special treat will be given to the students 

at the end of the day. All classrooms will be able to 

watch a live stream from NASA while the event takes 

place. All of southern Illinois will be busy that day 

watching the happenings of the day.  Please watch the 

bulletin and calendar for other activities.  Once school 

starts, many activities will keep us busy! 

God’s blessings to you, Deitt Schneider 

Junior Youth Activities 

 The Junior Youth will have a Pool Party at the 

residence of Michael and Jennifer Roscow on Sunday, 

August 20th from 2 to 4 p.m.  This is for all 4th to 8th 

graders who either attend our school or who are 

members of the congregation.  Snacks and drinks will be 

provided.  Please RSVP to Jennifer Roscow at 

mroscow@htc.net or text 618-972-5366 or comment on 

the Junior Youth Facebook Page. Please contact either 

Lisa Quinn or Jennifer Roscow for more information. 

 

St. Louis Cardinals Game on August 27 

The St. Louis Cardinals have invited our students 

back for another performance. Our students will sing on 

the field for the August 27
th
 game at 1:15 p.m. All 

students are welcome to sing “Take Me Out to the 

Ballgame” during the 7th inning stretch. Each student 

will have to purchase a ticket for the game. Ticket prices 

are $25 per ticket and include a voucher for a FREE hot 

dog and soda. We would like our school to be 

represented well and sing to impress.  

mailto:mroscow@htc.net
tel:(618)%20972-5366
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Sunday School News 

Our new year of Christian Education through our 

Sunday School ministry will begin on August 20 at 9:30 

a.m. at school with an opening devotion, some team 

building games to get the students and teachers working 

with one another and a snack to enjoy. The first day of 

lessons will be on August 27. There will be a class for 

all ages in the Fellowship Hall on September 3. Children 

age three through 8
th
 grade are invited, welcomed and 

encouraged to participate in Sunday School! 

 

For Your Summer Reading Pleasure 

“The Book Nook” church library in the Fellowship 

Hall now features the book “Unplanned” by Abby 

Johnson. She was the director of a Planned Parenthood 

clinic in Texas. Not long after assisting in an actual 

abortion procedure for the first time, she quit her job 

there and joined the Coalition for Life. Her story is a 

heart-stopping drama of life-and-death encounters, a 

courtroom battle, and her own spiritual transformation.  

Senior Youth Activities 

Please remember that all high school age students 

are members of our Senior Youth and are invited to all 

our events. We encourage all to become active in our 

youth ministry. Yes, you can bring guests to meetings. 

The next one is Sunday, August 6, at 7 p.m. at school. 
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men 

stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will 

renew their strength. Isaiah 40:30 

 

“Yes, It Is Rocket Science” 

Congratulations to St. John’s members Josh and 

Nathan DeRousse, students at Missouri University S&T 

in Rolla and members of its Rocket Design Team that 

finished 2
nd

 out of 96 teams in the Spaceport America 

Cup June 20-24 in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  

 

Alzheimer’s Support Group Gathering 

Program Facilitator Kathy Schmidt and Kim 

Johnson of Hospice of Southern Illinois will present 

“Thru the Fire: An Exercise to Understand Loss” on 

Thursday, August 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the ground floor 

auditorium of Red Bud Hospital. All are welcomed to 

attend. Light refreshments will be served. No R.S.V.P. is 

required. Call Julie at 282-5456 for more information.  

 

Acolyte Schedule 

Sat. August 5  5 p.m. Kaleb Barriger* 

Sun. August 6  8 a.m. Makayla Whelan* 

   10:30 a.m. Jordyn Mulherin* 

 

Sat. August 12  5 p.m. Grace Schoenbeck* 

Sun. August 13  8 a.m. Parker Van Dorn* 

   10:30 a.m. Dylan Roscow* 

 

Sat. August 19  5 p.m. Avery Piel* 

Sun. August 20  8 a.m. Megan Henry  

   10:30 a.m. Madilyn Hoock*  

 

Sat. August 26  5 p.m. Lindsey Fruth 

Sun. August 27  8 a.m. Ashton Liefer 

   10:30 a.m. Adam Kiefer* 

 

Sat. Sept. 2  5 p.m. Caleb Guebert 

Sun. Sept. 3  8 a.m. Ashlynn Crafton 

   10:30 a.m. Grace Guebert 

*indicates last opportunity to serve as an acolyte 

If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please switch 

with another acolyte and contact the office with the change. 

 

Worship Greeter Schedule 

I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1  

Sat. August 5 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. August 6 8 a.m. Ken and Joan Ruwald;  

   Roger and Peggy Hanebutt 

  10:30 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers; 

   Vernon and Evelyn Muench 

 

Sat. August 12 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. August 13 8 a.m. Milton and Mary Ann Weber; 

   Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

  10:30 a.m. Bob and Arlene Pratt; 

   Omer and Neva Liefer  

 

Sat. August 19 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. August 20  8 a.m. Wil and Martha Krick; 

   Cindy Steele and Olivia Schmitz 

    10:30 a.m. Jackie Aubuchon;  

   Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

 

Sat. August 26 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. August 27 8 a.m. John and Norma Preston;  

                Loren Harms & Lois Mesnarich  

            10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel; 

                       Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

 

Sat. Sept. 2 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. Sept. 3  8 a.m. Ken and Joan Voges; Lisa Quinn 

  10:30 a.m. Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

There is an opening in our 10:30 a.m. schedule for a couple 

or for two individuals to serve as greeters. Please call the 

church office if you are willing to help! 
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August Church and School Calendar 

Tuesday, August 1-  

9:00 a.m. Faculty meeting 

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, August 2- 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. Adult Instruction Class in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 3- 

9 a.m.-3 p.m. SID Day of Spiritual Renewal- MELHS 

5:30 p.m. Matzenbacher/Schaefer wedding rehearsal 

Friday, August 4- 

11 a.m. Donald Salger Funeral 

Saturday, August 5-  

2:00 p.m. K. Matzenbacher/A. Schaefer wedding 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

SUNDAY, August 6-  

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible class 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

2:00 p.m. Pastor Nebel has service at Red Bud Care Center 

7:00 p.m. Senior Youth meeting in the school cafeteria 

Monday, August 7- 

6:00 p.m. Sunday School teachers’ meeting in school library 

7:00 p.m. Board of Elders meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, August 8-  

9:00 a.m. Faculty meeting in the school library 

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion at Red Bud Care Center 

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

1:30 p.m. Office Staff meeting 

6:00 p.m. Board of Parish Education meeting 

Wednesday, August 9-  

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. Adult Instruction class in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 10- 

1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center at Baldwin 

6:30 p.m. Men’s Club gathering (BBQ) 

Saturday, August 12-  

9 & 11 a.m. Boys’ baseball games vs. Chester JHS 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service  

SUNDAY, August 13-   

8:00 a.m. Divine Service (Staff Re-dedication) 

9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible Class  

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

2:00 p.m. Christ Our Savior LHS Opening Service, Evansville 

Monday, August 14- 

8:00 a.m. Faculty meeting in the library 

Tuesday, August 15- First Day of School! 

8:30 a.m. Opening School Service at church (Pastor Nebel) 

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

1:48 p.m. School dismissal 

6:30 p.m. Adult Instruction Class in the FH 

Wednesday, August 16-  

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

1:00 p.m. Partners for Prevention of Teenage Drinking (library) 

4:15 p.m. Baseball & Softball vs. Red Bud Elem. School 

Thursday, August 17-  

4:15 p.m. Baseball & Softball at St. Mark’s, Steelville 

4:15 p.m. 5
th

 grade baseball at Prairie du Rocher 

Saturday, August 19-  

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

SUNDAY, August 20-  

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

9:30 a.m. Youth/Adult Bible class; Sunday School Rally Day 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service (Alternative) 

2-4 p.m. Junior Youth Pool Party at Roscow’s house 

Monday, August 21- Eclipse Day! 

4:30 p.m. Baseball & Softball vs. St. James 

7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting in the school library 

Tuesday, August 22-  

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

1:30 p.m. Holy Communion Service at Garden Place 

4:15 p.m. Baseball & Softball vs. St. John Lutheran, Chester 

Wednesday, August 23-  

8:30 a.m. School chapel service at church (Pastor Koen) 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. Grades 6-8 Public School confirmation classes 

4:15 p.m. 5
th

 grade baseball vs. Steeleville 

6:30 p.m. Adult Instruction class in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 24- 

1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center at Baldwin 

4:15 p.m. 5
th

 grade baseball at St. Mark’s, Steeleville 

4:15 p.m. Baseball & Softball at Evansville 

Saturday, August 26-  

8 a.m. Cross Country meet at Edwardsville 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service 

SUNDAY, August 27- 

8:00 a.m. Divine Service 

9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible Class; Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

p.m. School students sing at Busch Stadium 

Monday, August 28- 

9:00 a.m. Pastor Nebel at Circuit Visitors meeting 

Tuesday, August 29- Deadline forSeptember Epistle articles! 

12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

4:15 p.m. Baseball & Softball vs. Valmeyer 

Wednesday, August 30- 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. Grades 6-8 Public School confirmation classes 

6:30 p.m. Adult Instruction class in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 31- 

4:15 p.m. Boys’ baseball at St. Mary’s, Chester 

4:15 p.m. 5
th

 grade baseball at St. John, Chester 

Saturday, September 2- 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m. Cross Country meet at Pinckneyville 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

August Assistants from the Altar Guild 

Flower Servers: Kathy Rowold and Karen Wetzel 

Chancel Paraments: Virginia Moeller 

Communion Cloths: Lynn Langrehr 


