
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Your Devotions 

A Few Minutes for Meditation; 

A Few Moments for Memorization 

Buried in the middle of the Old Testament is a great 

passage describing King David’s preparations for the 

building of the temple in Jerusalem by his son Solomon. 

It is a wonderful description of what stewardship truly is, 

living a life of joyful faith and generous giving. We 

continue our previous months’ studies with more 

passages from 1 Chronicles 29: 

Verse 19: (David prays) “And give my son Solomon the 

wholehearted devotion to keep Your commands, 

requirements and decrees and to do everything to build 

the palatial structure for which I have provided.” 

While this is a king’s prayer for his people, it also is 

a father’s prayer for his son. All Christian parents should 

speak in such a way to our Lord concerning our children. 

We ask for and then act on keeping them faithful and 

devoted to our Lord. This is not part-time living or a so-

so effort. David prays for “wholehearted devotion” 

(which in the original Hebrew language sounds like 

Solomon’s name). A Christian is not what we do on 

Sunday morning. By virtue of our baptism, a Christian is 

what we are 24/7 (that is, all the time!). 

In Solomon’s case, living wholehearted devoted to 

the Lord did not just involve his life, as king, it will 

guide his leadership of the land. This will include 

constructing the temple for which David has prepared. 

Spend a few moments praying and memorizing this 

prayer, inserting the name of a child or grandchild: 

“Lord, give my ______   ______________ the 

wholehearted devotion to keep Your commands, 

requirements, and decrees. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

   

Welcome to Our Family of Faith! 

Anita Farmer, transferred in from St. John Lutheran 

Church in Ruma 

June 6 Baptism of Liza Anne Wagner 

June 7 Confirmation of Joshua Bremer, Mindi Bremer, 

Breanne Muench, Lisa Muench, and Nick Van Eck 

June 14 Baptism of Ella Kay Guebert 

 

Rest in God’s Peace 

June 24 Funeral of Clara Kelkhoff 

 

From the Pastors’ Desks 

The June 26
th
 Supreme Court decision opening up 

homosexual “marriage” in all 50 states is troubling and 

downright scary in many ways. First, it flies in the face 

of our Creator’s gift of marriage and His plan for the 

reproduction of the human race. The celebration of this 

decision reminds me of Paul’s inspired words in Romans 

1, “For although they knew God, they neither glorified 

Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking 

became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened” 

(verse 21; read from there to the end of that chapter for a 

description of our days and a commentary on our 

culture). Such “marriages” will never have “equality” 

because they cannot produce a child on their own. 

Secondly, this is more than a “live and let live” 

ruling. If people want to live contrary to God’s Word 

and the government is willing to acknowledge such 

relationships, we can cringe and criticize, but what does 

it have to do with the Church in a nation that supposedly 

separates church and state?  

There is an element in the homosexual community 

that is militant and activist. The right to “marry” is not 

their goal. No, they want the destruction of all that 

opposes them and affirmation from all who disagree 

with them. Their targets are Christian congregations, 

pastors and parishioners who remain faithful to what the 

Bible says about marriage and sexuality. They will not 

stop until they force congregations to accept homosexual 

“marriages” (by the threat of losing tax-exempt status), 

and prevent pastors from teaching what they Bible says 

about homosexuality (accusing them of “hate speech” 

punishable by fines and/or imprisonment). 

For this militant element of the homosexual 

community, it is payback time. The momentum has 

swung their way among the elites in our culture. They 

will seek to punish those whom they feel have oppressed 
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them by opposing their lifestyle in the past. When our 

nation was founded, safeguards were put into place to 

prevent the tyranny of the majority. We now are facing 

the tyranny of the minority. The people of Germany in 

the 1930s found out how bad that is.   

However, having said all this, let’s now talk 

ourselves off of the ledge. I am reminded of what the 

Supreme Court did in January 1973 with its Roe v. Wade 

decision legalizing abortion on demand throughout our 

country. That certainly was not the end of the matter. 

While we mourn the millions of unborn lives lost over 

the decades since, that decision became a wake-up call 

for faithful Christians. Pro-life groups formed. Crisis 

pregnancy centers opened. Previously silent people 

made their voices heard and became politically active. 

The tide has turned in the hearts of Americans. A 

majority recognize that an unborn child is a living 

person. They support some type of restrictions on 

abortion. The rates of abortions are decreasing. 

Now another front has opened in the world’s war on 

the Christian faith and the Christian faithful. How shall 

we respond? Many of our national politicians have 

confused going with the flow and being tossed by the 

latest opinion poll with being courageous and taking a 

principled stand. We could imitate their spineless 

examples and change our church’s position. I pray that 

instead we will be that light in the darkness that our Lord 

Jesus calls us to be. 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Nebel 

 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

When I was about four years old we would go to 

my grandparents’ home. Even at that age I remember 

that my grandpa and I had something in common. He 

had a knot on his forehead and so did I.  The only 

difference was I got the knot on my head the hard way. I 

would run through their home. Each time I started 

through the doorway I would fall face down on the 

threshold.  That is how I got a knot on my forehead. I 

was very proud about my knot especially after it quite 

hurting. 

We are comfortable with people with whom we 

have something in common; like our family, our 

neighbors, and even our co-workers.  I had our Odyssey 

in the shop for an oil change.  While I waited for the 

repairs to be completed, I noticed the service technicians 

were raising up their pant legs to compare the style of 

shoes they were wearing.  They were comfortable with 

one another to do some crazy things together until the 

boss came in.  They had something in common.  

 Even though we live in a very diverse world today, 

we all have something in common. God tells us in His 

Word, that He wrote His Law on our hearts. Even 

though we try to ignore and even deny His existence in 

our daily lives, He is patiently waiting for us to 

acknowledge Him.  

God wants to unite the world He created. He sent 

His Son, Jesus into this world not to condemn the world, 

but that the world would be saved through Him.  Jesus 

came to save us from the eternal punishment for our 

sins.  Through His cross and empty tomb, Jesus has 

united us with the Heavenly Father.  Through Jesus we 

have something in common with everyone in this world.  

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Russell Koen 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

From the Principal’s Pen 

The excitement continues as more and more of the 

building is completed!  Here is a short list of what has 

been done: 

 The restrooms for the gym and locker rooms 

have the floors and walls completed with the 

fixtures installed.   

 The painting for the building is basically 

complete, just touch ups will be necessary when 

everything is in place. 

 The Junior High wing has the flooring laid.  The 

floors have had time to dry and they are getting 

ready to be waxed today!  Next week, July 6, 

they should be ready to move the upper grade 

classroom furniture.   Other floors plan to be 

completed by July 8. 

 All the cabinetry has been ordered and should 

arrive at the end of the month.  Each classroom 

will have a section of cabinets for storage. 

 The new Science lab tables have arrived!  These 

tables were given by the Betty Becker family in 

loving memory of her.  We thank them very 

much for this wonderful gift. 

 Outside work is progressing for the parking lot. 

 Data and phone line connections are taking 

place. 

 The kitchen has all the new drain lines 

completed (it no longer looks like a bomb 

exploded in there!), water lines are being 

installed and stud walls in place. 

Mr. Becker has had a wonderful crew of helpers 

come in to update our library.  A new check-out system, 

a web-based system, will make it very efficient.   Thank 

you for the hours of service given to our school!   

We will need lots of help in the coming weeks!  

Cleaning needs to be done as all the dust clears.  Moving 

must be done, window blinds installed and more 

cleaning.  The science lab tables can be assembled.  The 

new restrooms have to be completely wiped down just to 

get off the dust.  The gym will be need to be cleaned out 



as the kitchen gets ready for moving back in, early 

August we hope!  The new gym will have to be given a 

general cleaning after the floor is installed. The 

playground equipment will need to be put back together; 

the students will enjoy having it back!  Many hands will 

make the work seem less like work!  

The BIG question is, “Will it be done by the time 

school starts?”  At this point I do not know, but we will 

keep working at it! 

Don’t forget that Registration/Book night is taking 

place on July 8 from 4-8 p.m. in the FELLOWSHIP 

HALL.  Fees can be paid at this time as well as sign-up 

sheets for PTL activities and sports for the students.  We 

will also take names/numbers for helping at school.  

Should this date not work please come to the school 

office during regular hours, 8 am to 4 pm or call for a 

special appointment, 282-3873. We ask that all 

registration take place by July 31 to avoid late fees. 

Enjoy your summer and God’s blessings to you in 

all your activities!      In His love, Deitt Schneider 
 

Sunday School News 

Again this summer we are offering take home 

material for children to do on their own and return for 

recognition on Rally Day. Parents have a choice of 

material to select.  

“I Spy” offers mysterious cases to be solved by 

reading the Bible stories. Colorful leaflets will provide 

the younger children activities to do based on the Bible 

readings. 

“My Devotions” provides older students daily 

devotions and journal projects that will be supplemented 

by weekly handouts based on one of that week’s 

devotions. 

 

Senior Youth Activities 

Monthly meetings: 

Sunday, July 12.  This is pushed back a week due to the 

holiday.  We will still meet at school at 7pm. 

Sunday, August 2.  We'll meet at school at 7pm. 

Sunday, Sept 13. This is pushed back a week due to the 

holiday.  We will still meet at school at 7pm. 

 

NYG 2016 - All senior youth planning to go need to turn 

in a $100 non-refundable deposit by August 31.  Checks 

can be made payable to St John's Senior Youth.  They 

can be dropped off at school in an envelope clearly 

marked senior youth or given directly to Susie Harms. 

 

160
th

 Anniversary News 

We will welcome Rev. Jeremy Schultz of St. John’s 

Lutheran Church in Arnold, Missouri as our anniversary 

preacher on July 18-19. He is a former member of St. 

John’s and the son of the late Rev. Donald Schultz and 

Mary Schultz of our congregation. 

Have you noticed the history inserts in the bulletin? 

We are covering the 160 years of our congregation’s 

history in ten-year increments. This will continue 

through the first weekend in August. Then we will 

publish a simple booklet containing this entire history 

for you to have. 

Confirmation Recognitions continue this month 

with all the classes confirmed in a year ending in 6 on 

July 4-5, ending in 7 on July 11-12, ending in 8 on July 

18-19 and ending in 9 on July 25-26. We will include the 

names of these confirmands and acknowledge them in 

worship services on those weekends. 

 

Evening Guild News 

There has been a change in the choice of a mission 

project for the fall World Relief gathering.  Instead of 

doing the school kits, we will be collecting SOAP-- bars 

of soap in their own wrappers with seal unbroken.  Bath 

size is preferred; however, any size bar will be accepted.  

When out shopping, watch for bargains on bath soap. 

Remember to keep the face of any pretty card you 

might receive for crosses for the prison ministry.  It 

doesn't have to be ChrIstmas. If you don't want to cut 

crosses, feel free to drop off cards in the quilting room at 

the Fellowship Hall. Watch for blanket tie days in the 

church bulletin.  There is none planned at present. 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS!  

GLORIFY HIS NAME! 

 
July-August Assistants from the Altar Guild 

Flower Servers: Betty Schmitz and Vernitta Wolter 

Chancel Paraments: Virginia Moeller 

Congratulations 

St. John’s member John Preston was honored as 

Lion of the Year by the Red Bud Lions Club at its 

annual Officer Induction Dinner at Lisa’s Market Grille 

in Prairie du Rocher on June 8. He was recognized for 

his many efforts on behalf of the club throughout the 

past year.  

 

Ordination Anniversary Dinner 

The dinner that Board of Elders had planned after 

late service on Sunday, July 19 has been cancelled due 

to a scheduling conflict. You are encouraged on your 

own to congratulate Pastor Nebel on 25 years of pastoral 

ministry as he observes his ordination anniversary on 

July 22.  

 

Summer Sight Ministries Center Dates 

Thursdays in Baldwin (meet at 1 p.m. in our church 

parking lot to carpool): July 9 and 23; August 13 and 27. 

 

 

 



Summer Adult Bible Class 

“Islam” is our topic in July during Adult Bible 

Class in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for refreshments 

before class. We meet from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. Previous 

sessions of this class have been received very favorably! 

 

Sonshine Visitation 

We will next meet on Sunday, July 12 at 6 p.m. 

Please pick up a new Portals of Prayer and deliver it to 

those you visit. 

With additions to the list of St. John’s members that 

we visit, we need more visitors to make those visits. If 

you know how much your elderly parent or grandparent 

appreciates having visitors, please consider being one of 

those visitors here for someone else’s family member. 

Please contact Kathy Liefer if you can help.  

 

“If You Build It, They Will Come” 

This familiar line from the hit movie “Field of 

Dreams” can describe the expansion of our school 

building. Progress is coming along smoothly. The 

Building Committee, contractor, volunteers and 

unexpected donations are combining to keep costs at or 

below expectations. We are getting a lot of “bang for our 

buck!” The building will be ready for the new school 

year. That means students will be in new classrooms. 

However, they will need desks, chairs, white boards, 

bulletin boards, and cabinets in those rooms. Such 

furnishings were not included in the construction costs.  

We thank all those whose gifts to the Capital 

Campaign have made this work possible. If you were 

waiting to see whether this would really happen before 

making a gift, if you can add to the pledge you made or 

if you have joined us after the Capital Campaign began, 

this is the time we could use your support to cover the 

cost of classroom furnishings. Blue envelopes are 

available in the entryway for your gift. Thank you! 

 

3rd Annual St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

Day at Busch Stadium 
Let’s Go CARDINALS!! It is time to get your 

family and friends together for a day at Busch Stadium. 

Tickets are on sale for Saturday, September 26, Cards 

vs. Brewers at 6:15 p.m. Ticket prices are $25. Seats are 

located in section 360/361 (Left Field Pavilion). This is 

the last home series of the season. Game promotion 

includes a Lance Berkman Bobble head.  

You can text Patty Salger for tickets at 618-910-

3371 or email salger2@htc.net. You can also purchase 

tickets from any member of the Class of 2017. Send 

money to the school office and tickets will be delivered 

to you. These tickets would make great gifts too!! 

Sponsored by St. John’s Lutheran School Class of 2017. 

Contact Patty Salger with your questions.  

 

 

Acolyte Schedule 

Sat. July 4 5 p.m. Bailey Montroy 

Sun. July 5  8 a.m.  Dylan Falkenhein 

  10:30 a.m. Kaleb Barriger 

 

Sat. July 11 5 p.m. Grace Schoenbeck 

Sun. July 12 8 a.m. Makayla Whelan 

  10:30 a.m. Ben DeRousse 

 

Sat. July 18 5 p.m. Kambri Moffitt 

Sun. July 19 8 a.m. Annelise Quinn 

  10:30 a.m. Jenna Borger 

 

Sat. July 25 5 p.m. Cole Booker 

Sun. July 26 8 a.m. Alyssa Heller  

  10:30 a.m. Dylan Roscow  

 

If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please 

switch with another acolyte and contact the church 

office with the change. 

 

Worship Greeter Schedule 

 We need more volunteers to welcome people to 

our worship services. This is an important and easy way 

to serve our Lord and benefit His people with a friendly 

smile, a kind hello and a welcoming handshake as they 

enter His house for worship. We have openings for both 

Sunday morning services and for special festivals. Please 

contact the office if you are willing to help in this way! 

 

Sat. July 4 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried  

Sun. July 5  8:00 a.m. John and Norma Preston; 

   Loren and Nancy Harms 

  10:30 a.m. Bob and Arlene Pratt; 

   Omer and Neva Liefer 

 

Sat. July 11 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. July 12 8 a.m. Ken and Joan Voges 

            10:30 a.m. Jackie Aubuchon; 

   Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

    

Sat. July 18 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. July 19  8 a.m. Kalin and Kathy Liefer; 

   Gerald and Jill Hanebutt  

  10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel; 

   Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

 

Sat. July 25 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. July 26 8 a.m. Ken and Joan Ruwald; 

          Lois Mesnarich & Roger Hanebutt 

  10:30 a.m. Carl and Flo Zschiegner; 

   Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom 
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July Church and School Calendar 

Wednesday, July 1- 

On vacation: Lindsey Pfanstiel (thru the 5
th

); Julie 

Ratz (thru the morning of the 7
th

) 

6:00 p.m. Building Committee meeting 

Friday, July 3- Office Closed; National holiday 

Saturday, July 4  

No Men’s Bible Breakfast in July and August! 

5 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday, July 5 

8 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service  

Monday, July 6-  

7 p.m. Board of Elders meeting in the Fellowship 

 Hall 

On Vacation: Pastor Koen (thru the 19
th

) 

Wednesday, July 8- 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

4-8 p.m. School Registration in the Fellowship Hall  

8 p.m. Board of Parish Education meeting 

Thursday, July 9- 

1 p.m. Sight Ministries Center (meet in church lot) 

Friday, July 10- 

4 p.m. Liefer-Ziegler wedding rehearsal 

On vacation: Jessica Schloemann (10
th

 and 13
th

) 

Saturday, July 11-  

2 p.m. Wedding of Melissa Liefer and Tom Ziegler 

5 p.m. Divine Service  

Sunday, July  12- 

8 a.m. Divine Service  

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

6 p.m. Sonshine Visitation meeting in Fellowship 

 Hall 

7 p.m. Senior Youth meeting at school 

Tuesday, July 14- 

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion at Red Bud Care 

 Center 

Wednesday, July 15- 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

6:30 p.m. Worship Committee meeting at church 

Friday, July 17- 

On vacation: Deitt Schneider (thru July 31
st
) 

Saturday, July 18- 

5 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday, July 19-  

8 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service (alternative) 

Noon: Pastor Nebel’s 25
th

 Ordination Anniversary 

 Dinner in the Fellowship Hall   

Monday, July 20- 

On vacation: Pastor Nebel (thru the 29
th

) 

7 p.m. Church Council meeting in the Fellowship 

 Hall 

Thursday, July 23- 

1 p.m. Sight Ministries Center (meet in church lot) 

Saturday, July 25-  

5 p.m. Divine Service  

Sunday, July 26-  

8 a.m. Divine Service   

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Thursday, July 30-  

Note different days for these events! 

1:30 p.m. Garden Place Holy Communion Service 

7:00 p.m. Voters’ Assembly meeting in the 

 Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, August 1- 

5 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
 

 


