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For Your Devotions 

From Lutheran Church Charities 

(This devotion highlights our recent Thanksgiving 

holiday. Our Thursday morning Bible class has been 
reading from 2

nd
 Chronicles this fall.) 

It’s All About Attitude 

He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, but not 

wholeheartedly. 2 Chronicles 25:2 

King Amaziah did all the right things, but he wasn’t 

‘whole-hearted’ about it. You can do the right thing and 

still not be blessed. Why? Because you did it with the 

wrong attitude. Take, for example, the subject of giving. 

The apostle Paul writes: ‘I want each of you to take 

plenty of time to think it over, and make up your own 

mind what you will give. That will protect you against 

sob stories and arm-twisting. God loves it when the giver 

delights in the giving. God can pour on the blessings in 

astonishing ways so that you’re ready for anything and 

everything; more than just ready to do what needs to be 

done. As one psalmist puts it, “He throws caution to the 

winds, giving to the needy in reckless abandon. His 

right-living, right-giving ways never run out, never wear 

out.” This most generous God, who gives seed to the 

farmer that becomes bread for your meals, is more than 

extravagant with you. He gives you something you can 

then give away, which grows into fully-formed lives, 

robust in God, wealthy in every way, so that you can be 

generous in every way, producing…great praise to God’ 

(2 Corinthians 9:6-11 TM). Note two things: 1) Your 

level of giving determines the level at which you 

receive. Do not simply think of this in terms of materials 

things but more important things that are lasting! 2) 

Your attitude in giving determines your abundance 

in receiving. So when you ‘make up your…mind what 

you will give’, consider God’s goodness to you, decide 

what you should give, and do it with a heart of joy. It’s 

all about attitude! It’s all about gratitude! It’s about 

THANKSGIVING!  

Prayer: Heavenly Father there is so much that I am 

thankful for that You have provided. Help me be a 

blessing now to others – in Your Name! Amen  

A Few Minutes for Meditation; 

A Few Moments for Memorization 

Titus 3:4-7 English Standard Version 
4 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 

Savior appeared, 
5 
He saved us, not because of works 

done by us in righteousness, but according to His own 

mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 
the Holy Spirit, 

6 
whom He poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7 
so that being justified 

by His grace we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life.  

This passage is the assigned Epistle reading for our 

Christmas Day worship service. Why might this be? 

Why is it that God saved us? ____________________ 

What is the “washing of regeneration and renewal of 

the Holy Spirit”? ___________________ (The verb 

“poured” in verse 6 should give you a hint.) 

Why are we “justified”? (Just as if I’d never sinned) 

Of what are we now “heirs”? ____________________ 

Read over this important passage a number of times to 

get familiar, yes, even memorize, it. 

 

From the Pastors’ Desks 

I am staring at my December calendar wondering 

what to say to you in these following paragraphs. The 

weeks are full with services, practices for services, group 

gatherings, classes and meetings. On a personal, family 
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note, Cindy’s parents will celebrate their 55
th
 wedding 

anniversary on December 26. We will gather around 

them that weekend to celebrate with and congratulate 

them on their example of life-long marital commitment. 

By the way, during this month there also will be 

shopping, meals, decorating, visits and who knows what 

else might come up unexpectedly. Your December 

calendar probably is very full as well. What does this 

mean for us? 

How ironic it is that the devil, the world and our 

own sinful flesh can use the joy of this season to obscure 

the real reason for this season! We worry, rush about, 

and fret about achieving the “perfect” Christmas holiday 

but do not take the time to enjoy the holy day of our 

perfect Savior’s birth. We physically work so hard to 

celebrate this season but forget about the spiritual rest 

that our Lord Jesus brings to our lives. 

Can we make a pledge together that this month we 

will make time to celebrate Jesus’ birth? We can read 

Advent devotions in the weeks leading up to Christmas. 

We can take a break from the “busyness” of the month 

by listening to the message of Jesus’ birth proclaimed by 

our congregation’s children in their special services. We 

can receive the body and blood of Jesus for the 

forgiveness of our sins and strengthening of our faith in 

our special Holy Communion services. We can enjoy 

those decorations that we and others have set out to 

remind us that God’s own Son is born for us and our 

salvation. 

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark Nebel 

 

++++++++++++++ 

Advent is a season of preparation.  The world is 

busy preparing for Christmas as the world has done for 

many decades.  Store windows are filled with scenes for 

Christmas fantasy and merchandise.  People are dashing 

around here and there looking for the perfect gift for that 

special person in their heart.  Pine trees are disappearing 

from the tree lots.  Twinkling lights are appearing 

indoors and outdoors.  Little children are hoping that 

Santa Claus will see them not naughty but nice. 

But we Christians, members of God’s family, are 

doing what so many of our fellow Christian neighbors 

are doing.  We are busy preparing our hearts for that 

special moment when we will kneel before the Child of 

Bethlehem.  We will listen as angels sing Alleluias to 

our Savior King.  We will join in bringing joy to the 

world as we worship Him.  Advent is a season of 

preparation.  Come and join us and we will prepare 

together. 

Advent is a time to remember God’s Gift to us.  It is 

also a time to prepare our gifts for Him.  God gave us 

His Son that we may have His gift of salvation.  With 

thankful hearts let us give God our best gifts that God’s 

Work may continue and may prosper as He uses all we 

have in the work of His Kingdom. 

Come and worship your Savior King each Sunday, 

midweek and during the special services of this holy 

season.  May the joy and peace of the Child of 

Bethlehem remain in your heart in the New Year. 

Your Brother in Christ, Pastor Russell Koen 

From the Principal’s Pen 

Christmas is one month away!  Are you ready for 

this special day!  I hope I am like most of you and like to 

celebrate Thanksgiving first.  The blessings we receive 

each and every day should make our life one of constant 

Thanksgiving.  Christmas will come and I love the 

preparation and celebration of the birth of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  As we prepare our hearts let’s do so 

with giving thanks for all our blessings. 

Our students have been very busy with basketball.  

The girls took 1
st
 place at the Christ Lutheran School, 

Jacob, tournament on December 13 and 4
th
 place in the 

Trinity/St. John’s tournament in Nashville.  Please plan 

to attend one of our games; we have had the gym full 

with many fans! 

Our students participated in the Language Arts 

Festival at Red Bud Elementary School.  

Congratulations to our students for representing our 

school so well and thank you to the PTL for supplying 

prizes and monetary awards.   

Kindergarten – Peighton Cox / Brian Liefer, 1st (Miller) 

- Kendall Crafton, 1st (Valleroy) - Kadence Koen / 

Addelyn Rahn, 2nd - Morgan Kent / Collin Dethrow, 3rd 

(Nebel) - Eva Kinney / Corbin Lange, 3rd (Koen) - 

Davin Dethrow / Christine Liefer, 4th - Melayna 

Crafton, 5th - Madi Proctor / Noah Tepe, 6th – none, 7th 

- Merideth Whelan, 8th - Madalyn Valerius. Language 

Arts Festival at RBES  

Grade Group K-2: Outstanding – Addelyn Rahn, Firsts – 

Morgan Kent, Peighton Cox, Grade Group 3,4: 

Outstanding – Eva Kinney First – Melayna Crafton, 

Grade Group 5,6: Outstanding – Madi Proctor, First – 
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Noah Tepe, Grade Group 7,8: Outstanding – Madalyn 

Valerius, First – Merideth Whelan. Door Prize Winners 

at the Language Arts Festival: Eva Kinney won a 

Kindle! Meredith Whelan won a $25 Barnes and Noble 

gift certificate! Hailey Proctor won a Dairy Queen $5 

gift card! Madi Proctor won a McDonalds $5 gift 

card! Thank you to St. John’s PTL for donating $50.00 

in gift cards to the festival!! 

We will have many opportunities to worship 

together for the Christmas services here at St. John’s 

Lutheran School old gym.  Our Early Childhood service 

will be on December 2 at 8:30 AM and 7 PM.   Our 

Kindergarten through 2
nd

 grade will share “Christmas 

Greetings” on December 9 at 8:30 AM and 7 PM.  On 

December 18
th

 at 8:30 AM and 7 PM will lead us in 

Worship with “A Reason to Celebrate”.  Please join us 

for our services led by the students of our school. At 

church the “Road to Bethlehem” will take place on 

December 6 at 7 PM with special pre-service music at 

6:30 PM.  On December 13 the Sunday School Service 

will be held at 6 PM with a live Nativity beginning at 5 

PM.  A listing of all services is included on the calendar.  

Hope to see you at many of these special services. 

My prayer for all of you is that you have a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year.  May God bless your 

time together as families gather during the Christmas 

season. 

Peace, love, faith and joy, Deitt Schneider 

Rest in God’s Peace! 

November 2 Death of Jenna Borger 

November 25 Death of Bonnie Piel 

 

Welcome to Our Family of Faith! 

November 14 Baptism of Dallas Mason Doeding 

November 15 Baptism of Natalie Ann Bowles 

The Rite Of Confirmation And Profession Of Faith 

On November 22
nd

 we welcomed the following new 

members into our family of faith through the Rite of 

Confirmation: Joshua Johnson, Shelley Macbeth, Brian 

Meyer, Ralph and Anne Sievers; and through Profession 

of Faith: Don Bremer and Debbie Meyer. They join us 

along with their children Alex Sievers, Hannah Sievers, 

Kinley Macbeth, Maya Macbeth, and Lillian Meyer. 

Please greet them and thank them for their fellowship 

with us! 

 

Sunday School News 

On December 13 the Sunday School Service will be 

held at church at 6 p.m. There will also be a live Nativity 

in front of church beginning at 5 p.m. Following the 

service there will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

We received the following letter from Concordia 

Seminary in St. Louis, thanking our Sunday School 

children for their support with their 2014-2015 Mission 

Offering: “Dear Friends in Christ, Thank you for your 

wonderful gift of $200. Your donation will be put to 

work on behalf of Concordia Seminary’s mission of 

preparing the pastors, missionaries, and deaconesses 

who will serve present and future generations. The 

seminarians you are preparing at Concordia Seminary 

are centered in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They are 

equipped to preach, teach, model and practically apply 

the Good News for decades to come. Thank you for your 

faithful partnership!” Dale Meyer, President 

Our Mission Project for 2015-16 is an International 

one. We will support St. John’s member Mary Nebel as 

she goes with Pastor Jacob and Julia Mueller from 

Emma, Missouri and a team of Lutherans from Missouri 

and Illinois. They will build a house and lead activities 

for the children in the congregation and community. 

 

BIBLE CLASSES IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study on 

 Romans (led by Julie Fehr) 

Thursdays at 6:30 a.m.: The Book of Second Chronicles 

 (led by Pastor Nebel) 
Thursdays at 9:15 a.m.: Women’s Bible Study  

 (led by Jennifer Fritsche) 

First and Third Saturdays at 7 a.m.: Men’s Bible 
 Breakfast (led by Pastor Nebel) 
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Road To Bethlehem 

Our annual Road to Bethlehem pageant will take 

place on Sunday, December 6, at 7 p.m. Pre-service 

music will begin at 6:30 p.m. featuring our own Bell 

Choir and the St. Paul Harps of Waterloo. Readings, 

hymns, choral anthems and solos will tell the story of 

our Savior’s birth. Please attend and invite a guest to 

join you here. The recipient of our offering will be the 

family of St. John’s member, the late Bonnie Piel to help 

them pay expenses associated with her cancer 

treatments. Refreshments will be provided in the 

Fellowship Hall following the service. 

 

Senior Youth Activities 

Thank you to all the Youth who participated in the 

leaf-raking on November 14. Everyone we served is very 

grateful for our help (Ed.: especially Pastor Nebel!) 

Our benefit BBQ and bake sale was very 

successful.  Due to the generous anonymous donation to 

cover the entire cost of the event, 100% of the proceeds 

were donated to Pastor and Lauri Koen to cover medical 

expenses incurred during her cancer treatments. 

We have received some stockholder donations 

already. Several have included notes to our group, we'll 

read them at the next meeting on Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. 

Lastly, the progressive dinner is December 20th.  

We still need a main course volunteer.   

Appetizers are at Briana and Bryce Becker's house 

Salad is at Matthew and Clara Nebel's house 

Dessert is at Andrew Ottoson's house 

 

Junior Youth Events 

 You can check next week's Cougar Tracks or the 

Junior Youth Facebook page for more details. Please 

contact Lisa Quinn or Jennifer Roscow (282-5343 

or mroscow@htc.net) if you are interested in attending, 

are able to drive or have any questions. 

 

Afternoon Communion Service 

As we did last winter, we will hold a monthly 

afternoon Holy Communion service designed especially 

for those who are not physically able to make a weekend 

service. Worship is shortened. Worshippers sit with an 

empty pew between them so we can distribute the Lord’s 

Supper to them in the pew. With Lent starting early we 

will not have a February service. The remaining 

schedule is: Thursday, December 10, 2 p.m. 

Thursday, January 7, 2 p.m. (Epiphany celebration) 

School Alumni Dinner 

The Alumni Dinner was held in the old gym of the 

school on Saturday, Nov. 14. One hundred and fifty-

seven people attended. The menu, prepared by alumnae 

Trevor Stellhorn (1994) and Mindy (Kloepper) Steines 

(1983), reflected the German tastes of our school’s 

founders.  

The program, guided by alumnus Carl Zschiegner 

(1947), highlighted praise for the past with memories by 

former teacher/principal Ron Snyder and alumnus Dr. 

Allan Liefer (1958), the blessings of the present with 

reflections from Principal Deitt Schneider and Board of 

Parish Education Chairman Kevin Guebert (1993) and 

faith for the future of our school’s ministry with 

comments from kindergarten teacher Betty Schmitz and 

parent Tiffany Stellhorn. 

Pastor Mark Nebel led the opening prayer and made 

introductions. Miss Lindsey Pfanstiel, our Director of 

Parish Music, provided dinner music. Alumnus John 

Preston (1960) spoke about the possibility of forming an 

Alumni Association. Pastor Russell Koen concluded the 

program with a prayer and benediction.  

 
Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Carl Zscheigner, leads 

the program for the School Alumni Dinner 

Wurstmarkt Thank You 

Thank you to all those who worked so hard to make 

our 2015 Men’s Club Wurstmarkt such a success! We 

served 755 meals between the dining room and 

carryouts. We thank our Men’s Club members, the 

Senior Youth, and the many volunteers who worked. 

Thank you from the Men’s Club 

mailto:mroscow@htc.net
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Benefit Thank You 

“We greatly appreciate the love and support you 

have shared with us since we first heard about Lauri’s 

breast cancer. The cards, the prayers, food, the words of 

encouragement, the Bar-B-Q fund raiser held by our 

Senior Youth Group, the bake sale, the necklaces and all 

volunteers  who organized these events have been a great 

reminder of God’s love at work in the hearts of the 

people here at St. John’s. To God be the glory!”  Pastor 

Russell and Laureen Koen 

 

Capital Campaign News 

We rejoice in God’s blessings to us! We thank all 

those who have made gifts to the Capital Campaign. We 

have received over 2.8 million dollars in funding. Please 

continue fulfilling the pledge that you made! We expect 

to receive about $500,000 in pledged offerings as we 

enter the third of our three-year Capital Campaign. We 

need about one million dollars to finishing paying for 

our project of church improvements, school expansion 

and debt reduction. 

If you were waiting to see whether this would really 

happen before making a gift, if you can add to the pledge 

you made or if you have joined us after the Capital 

Campaign began, this is the time we could use your 

support to cover our final costs. Blue envelopes are 

available in the entryway for your gift.  

 

Sonshine Visitation 

With additions to the list of St. John’s members that 

we visit, we need more visitors to make those visits. If 

you know how much your elderly parent or grandparent 

appreciates having visitors, please consider being one of 

those visitors here for someone else’s family member. 

Please contact Kathy Liefer if you can help. 

Evening Guild December News 

Quilting has become a big project and quilters are 

needed. The Evening Guild would like to invite anyone 

who would like to quilt to join quilters on Tuesdays 

beginning at 4 pm, and Wednesdays and Thursdays 

from 9 am to 3 pm.  The quilting room is one of the 

classrooms in the Fellowship Hall.  Come for an hour or 

all day or evening. 

Evening Guild Christmas Get-Together is 

December 1 in the Fellowship Hall, beginning at 6 p.m. 

Please feel free to invite a spouse or guest to join you.   

The meat will be furnished.  Members are asked to bring 

a side dish, salad, or dessert.   

Our December mission project is to provide 

Christmas stocking for Lutheran Child and Family 

Services in Sparta. You may bring your Christmas 

stocking to the Christmas Party if it's ready.  Otherwise, 

you may drop it off at school by December 15.  The 

stockings will be taken to Sparta's LCFS location on the 

15th. 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! GLORIFY HIS NAME! 

December Assistants from the Altar Guild 

Flower Servers: Darla Cowell and Kathleen Salger 

Chancel Paraments: Irma Birkner  

Communion Cloths: Lynn Langrehr 

 

December Worship Calendar 

 Wed     2 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Early Childhood  
   Christmas Service   

Sat/Sun    5/6 2
nd

 Sunday in Advent 

Sun     6 7 p.m. Road to Bethlehem Pageant 
Wed           9    8:30 a.m./7 p.m. Primary School  

    Christmas Service 

Sat/Sun  12/13 3
rd
 Sunday in Advent 

Sun    13 6 p.m. Sunday School Christmas Service 

Wed    16 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Midweek Advent 

Fri    18     8:30 a.m./7 p.m. Day School Christmas 

Sat/ Sun 19/20   4
th
 Sunday in Advent     

Thu   24      *5 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion 

Thu    24        *9 p.m. Christmas Eve HC/Candlelight 

Fri           25 *9 a.m. Christmas Day Communion 
Sat/Sun 26/27   1

st
 Sunday After Christmas 

Thu   31 *6 p.m. New Year’s Eve Communion 

Services in italics will be held in the school gym (old).  
JANUARY 2016 

Fri     1 10 a.m. New Year’s Day Matins 

 

National Lutheran Choir: Christmas Festival 

Join the National Lutheran Choir of Minneapolis 

for their annual Christmas Festival. Known for the 

“experience,” this sacred program removes the listener 

from any sense of time and space and draws them into a 

place of awe and beauty. This year’s program is entitled 

“The Spotless Rose” and will feature music of Herbert 

Howells, Dale Warland, David Conte and others as well 

as carols for congregation and choir. The date is 

Saturday, December 19, at 2 p.m. the location is First 

Presbyterian Church (100 East Adams Ave, Kirkwood, 

MO). The tickets are $25 Adult; $10 Students; and 17 & 

under are FREE!  

http://www.nlca.com/about-national-lutheran-choir
http://www.nlca.com/season/2015-2016/christmas-festival-spotless-rose
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Call Brown Paper Tickets 1-800-838-3006 or order 

online at www.NLCA.com.  Tickets will also available 

at the door on the day of the concert. The box office 

opens one hour prior to the concert. Groups of 10 or 

more are eligible for a discount. For information about a 

group sale, contact the NLC office at 612-722-2301. 

The National Lutheran Choir, under the direction of 

Dr. David Cherwien, seeks to strengthen, renew and 

preserve the heritage of sacred choral music through the 

highest standards of performance and literature. To learn 

more about the choir, visit www.nlca.com and search 

Facebook and Twitter @NLChoir. 

 

Script Cards 

Do your Christmas shopping in our school office. 

St. John’s will get a percentage of what you spend. New 

to us are cards for Tequilas restaurant. We have IGA and 

N & B Fuel also as local businesses!   

 

Acolyte Schedule 

Sat. Dec. 5 5 p.m. Megan Henry 

Sun. Dec. 6  8 a.m. Claire Grohmann 

  10:30 a.m. Avery Piel 

 

Sat.  Dec. 12 5 p.m. Molly Ellner  

Sun. Dec. 13 8 a.m. Brandon Voss  

  10:30 a.m. Caleb Guebert 

  6:00 p.m. Addison Liefer 

 

Wed. Dec. 16 8:30 a.m. Jayden Birkner 

  7:00 p.m. Kailyn Moeller 

 

Sat. Dec. 19 5 p.m. Max Diewald  

Sun. Dec. 20 8 a.m. Taylor Pensoneau 

  10:30 a.m. Kaleb Barriger 

Thu. Dec. 24 5 p.m. Sophia Liefer 

Fri. Dec. 25 9 a.m. Reese Foster 

   

Sat. Dec. 26 5 p.m. Colton Liefer 

Sun. Dec. 27 8 a.m. Brendan Harms 

  10:30 a.m. Hannah Sievers 

 

Thu. Dec. 31 6 p.m. Kole Guebert 

Fri. Jan. 1 10 a.m. Lydia Wright 

 

If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please 

switch with another acolyte and contact the church 

office with the change. 

Worship Greeter Schedule 

We need more volunteers to welcome people to our 

worship services. This is an important and easy way to 

serve our Lord and benefit His people with a friendly 

smile, a kind hello and a welcoming handshake as they 

enter His house for worship. We have openings for both 

Sunday morning services and for special festivals. Please 

contact the office if you are willing to help in this way! 

 

Sat. Dec. 5 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. Dec. 6     8 a.m. Milton and Mary Ann Weber; 

   Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

           10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel; 

   Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

 

Sat. Dec. 12 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. Dec. 13 8 a.m. Wil and Martha Krick; 

   Cindy Steele and Olivia 

Schmitz  

            10:30 a.m. Carl and Flo Zschiegner;  

   Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom 

    

Sat. Dec. 19 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. Dec. 20  8 a.m. John and Norma Preston; 

   Loren Harms 

  10:30 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers; 

   Vernon and Evelyn Muench 

 

Thu. Dec. 24 5 p.m. Cliff and Arlou Papenberg 

  9 p.m. Senior Youth Group 

 

Fri. Dec. 25 9 a.m. Cindy, Mary, Chelsea and  

  Michael Nebel  

Sat. Dec. 26 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. Dec. 27 8 a.m. Kalin and Kathy Liefer; 

   Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

  10:30 a.m. Bob and Arlene Pratt; 

   Omer and Neva Liefer 

 

http://www.nlca.com/
http://www.nlca.com/david-cherwien-artistic-director
http://www.nlca.com/
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 December Church and School Calendar 

Tuesday, December 1:  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Circuit Pastors’ meet at St. Paul, New Athens 

6 p.m. Evening Guild Christmas Dinner & Party in FH 
6 p.m. Girls’ home basketball vs. St. John’s, Chester 

7:10 p.m. Bell Choir practice in the church balcony  
Wednesday, December 2: 

8:30 a.m. Early Childhood Christmas Service in the old gym 
8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in Fellowship Hall (Romans)  

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 
3:30 p.m. Grades 6-8 Public School Confirmation classes 

5:00 p.m. Board of Parish Education meeting in the school library 
7:00 p.m. Early Childhood Christmas Service in the old gym 

Thursday, December 3: 
6:30 a.m. Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall (2

nd
 Chronicles) 

1:00 p.m. Meet in church parking lot for Sight Ministries Center 
6:00 p.m. Boys’ away basketball (A & B) at Coulterville 

6:00 p.m. Girls’ home basketball versus Steeleville 
Friday, December 4:  

Girls’ A team tourney at Trinity in Edwardsville 
6:00 p.m. Boys’ C team tourney vs. Trinity at Red Bud Catholic  

Saturday, December 5: 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service w/ Holy Communion  
Sunday, December 6: 

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible Classes  

10:30 a.m. Divine Service   
6:00 p.m. Senior Youth meeting in the school cafeteria 

6:30 p.m. Pre-service music begins: Bell Choir and St. Paul Harps 

7:00 p.m. Road to Bethlehem Pageant in the church 
Monday, December 7- 

6 p.m. Choir caroling and Christmas party 
7:00 p.m. Board of Elders meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, December 8- 
9:30 a.m. Holy Communion Service at Red Bud Care Center 

2-3 p.m. Pastor Nebel on KFUO AM 850 “Concord Matters” 
7:10 p.m. Bell Choir practice in the balcony 

Wednesday, December 9-  
8:30 a.m. Primary Christmas service in school’s old gym 

8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH (Romans) 
3:30 p.m. Public School Confirmation classes 

7 p.m. Primary Christmas service in school’s old gym 
Thursday, December 10- 

6:30 a.m. Bible Class in FH (2 Chronicles) 
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall 

2 p.m. Afternoon Holy Communion Service 
6 p.m. Boys’ basketball at Prairie du Rocher 

6 p.m. Girls’ basketball at St. John, Chester 
6 p.m. Men’s Club gathering in the Fellowship Hall 

Friday, December 11- Boys’ C Team Tourney at RBC 
Saturday, December 12-  

9 a.m. Elder Basket distributions 
Noon Boys’ home basketball versus Red Bud Elementary 

5 p.m. Divine Service  
Sunday, December 13- 

8 a.m. Divine Service  
9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes  

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

5:00 p.m. Live Nativity in front of church 
6:00 p.m. Sunday School Christmas Service 

Monday, December 14-  
6 p.m. Girls’ basketball at  

7:30 p.m. Choir practice in the Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, December 15-  
6 p.m. Boys’ basketball at St. Libory 

6 p.m. Girls’ home basketball versus St. Mark’s, Steeleville  
7:10 p.m. Bell Choir practice in the balcony 

Wednesday, December 16- 
8:30 a.m. Midweek Advent service in the church  

8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the FH (Romans) 
10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. Public School Confirmation classes 
7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent service in the church  

Thursday, December 17- 
6:30 a.m. Bible Class in the FH (2 Chronicles) 

9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall  
1 p.m. Sight Ministries Center (meet in church lot) 

6:00 p.m. Boys’ home basketball versus Trinity (C & D) 
6:00 p.m. Girls’ away basketball versus St. Libory 

Friday, December 18- End of 2
nd

 Quarter 
8:30 a.m. Day School Christmas service in the school’s old gym 

1:50 p.m. Early school dismissal 
7:00 p.m. Day School Christmas service in the school’s old gym 

Saturday, December 19-  
7 a.m. Men’s Bible Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

5 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  
Sunday, December 20-  

8 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service (Alternative) 
5:00 p.m. Senior Youth Progressive Dinner 

Monday, December 21-  

6 p.m. NLSA Facilities Review Committee meeting 
7 p.m. Church Council meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

7:30 p.m. Choir practice in the Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, December 22-  

1:30 p.m. Holy Communion Service at Garden Place 
Thursday, December 24-  

5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Holy Communion Service 
9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Holy Communion/Candlelight Service 

Friday, December 25- Christ Our Savior Is Born! 
9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Holy Communion Service 

Saturday, December 26-  
5 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, December 27-  
8 a.m. Divine Service  

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible classes 
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Monday, December 28- 
7:00 p.m. Sunday School Teachers’ meeting in school library 

Thursday, December 31- 
6:00 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

Friday, January 1, 2016- 
10 a.m. New Year’s Day Matins Service 

 


