
 

Let God restore you 

 

Volume 45 

Issue 5 

Epistle 

Worship Services 
Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am  

& 10:30 am 
Sunday School &  

Bible Classes  
Sunday 9:30 am 

Pastor Nebel’s 

Page 

 

Pastor Koen’s 

Page 

 

Church  

Business 

page 

 

Principal’s  

Page 

 

What’s Up at  

School 

 

Church/School 

Calendar 

 

What’s Inside... 

 

May 2014 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
508 Bloom Street 
Red Bud IL 62278 

 

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Saturdays 

1st and 3rd  

8:00 AM service. 

2nd and 4th       

10:30 AM service                                  

Communion in all     

services if there               

Is a 5th weekend or 

Festival 

At the end of that time, I, Nebu-

chadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, 

and my sanity was restored. Then I praised 

the Most High; I honored and glorified 

him who lives forever. His dominion is an 

eternal dominion; his kingdom endures 

from generation to generation. All the peo-

ples of the earth are regarded as nothing. 

He does as he pleases with the powers of 

heaven and the peoples of the earth. No 

one can hold back his hand or say to him: 

"What have you done?" At the same time 

that my sanity was restored, my honor and 

splendor were returned to me for the glory 

of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles 

sought me out, and I was restored to my 

throne and became even greater than be-

fore. Daniel 4:34-36  

When King Nebuchadnezzar re-

pented, his ‘understanding... reason... 

honor and splendor returned... and... [he] 

was restored.’ But when we have an image 

to maintain, we’re reluctant to ask for help 

in case people think less of us. One author 

writes: ‘To fall is bad enough, but to fall 

and not cry out for help is worse... Some 

people are so full of pride and self-

sufficiency they think, ‘If I can’t get up 

myself, I won’t let anyone help me.’ Stop 

being so proud- that’s what caused you to 

fall in the first place! The Bible says: 

‘Those who walk in pride [God] is able to 

put down’ (Daniel 4:37). Pride is danger-

ous, it forces you to lie needlessly in a 

helpless state for days—and sometimes 

years. If you’d asked for help immediately, 

you could have gotten up and gone on with 

your life.’ Proverbs 14:12 says, ‘There is a 

way that seems right to a man, but its end 

is... death’. Have you ever tried to rescue 

an injured animal? It doesn’t know your 

only desire is to help; it just knows it’s in 

pain, and as a result it strikes out at the 

person who least deserves it.  

This is especially true when 

you’ve been wounded by someone close 

to you and didn’t see it coming. You can 

hurt so much that you stop trusting every-

body, including God. You stop praying 

and reading the Bible, you avoid those 

who want to help, and you refuse to let 

anybody pray for you. The Bible says, 

‘Do not harden your hearts’ (Hebrews 

3:15). Today, acknowledge that you’ve 

fallen and let God restore you.    

 

Prayer Heavenly Father, help me 

to trust You and to seek help when I need 

it. In Jesus’ Name, Amen  
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From The Desk of Pastor Nebel: 

 Now that I have reached the age of 50, the 

thoughts that pop into my mind slip away pretty 

quickly. Thus, I will share with you some selected 

random thoughts before I forget them. 

 

 First, thank you so very much to those who 

gave me cards, gifts and/or attended my surprise 

birthday party at the winery. I praise God for your 

goodness and support and greatly appreciate your 

kindness to me. I am thankful to my family for ar-

ranging that party and being there with me.  

 

 Second, all during May we are celebrating 

the Easter season. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Because He lives, we, too, shall live. Through Je-

sus’ victory over the grave we are His resurrection 

people. In our baptism we are living our eternal life 

now in Jesus’ name. We also are looking ahead to 

living the rest of our eternal lives in Jesus’ presence 

in the heavenly home He has ascended to prepare 

for us.  

 

 Third, Ascension Day falls on May 29 this 

year. That will also be our last day of school. In-

stead of having a specific Ascension Day service, it 

will be combined with our 8th grade graduation at 

7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This is a change to 

our Worship Calendar. 

 

 Fourth, congratulations to all our graduates! 

Please note that we are looking for their names to 

publicize later this month. One of those high school 

graduates is my son Michael. He has asked me to go 

with him on his senior trip to Branson as a chaper-

one. I will be out of town from May 11 to 15. We 

also will be gone from May 22 to 29 to attend his 

graduation in Concordia and then Cindy’s family 

reunion. 

 

 Finally, changes are happening. The air con-

ditioning in church has been repaired (blasted squir-

rels!). The repainting of the sanctuary is taking 

place. Beginning May 10 & 11 we will worship in 

the Fellowship Hall through the end of June.  

 

 During this time the painting will be fin-

ished, the flooring will be replaced, the pews will 

be refinished, the bells will be automated and the 

sound system will be upgraded. This is all hap-

pening due to your gifts to the Capital Campaign. 

 

 These changes are happening at school. 

About 80 other adults joined the school and day-

care staff and students for our groundbreaking on 

May 1. The daycare playground will be moved 

and work on the west side addition will begin on 

May 5. With God’s blessings for favorable 

weather, the work on the new daycare rooms 

should be completed by the beginning of school. 

Work on the east side addition will begin in June 

once school is over. 

 

   In Christ, 

 

   Rev. Mark A. Nebel 

 

Names of Graduates 

 

 Please call the church office (282-2394) 

with the names of our St. John’s members who 

are graduating from any level of education this 

month or earlier this year. We would like to rec-

ognize our graduates in our May 25/26 bulletin, 

graduation service folder and June Epistle. 

Thank you for your help in doing this.  

Congratulations to all our graduates!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jm24OAJt9q3DlM&tbnid=Cwy7vZ9PXtVwKM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nypartycruise.com%2Fgraduation.html&ei=EuRjU6vFDI7T8gG_woB4&bvm=bv.65788261,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNEOFD
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St. John’s Board of Elders:  

Project Nehemiah 

Questions and Answers 

 

Nehemiah 1:10-11; 4:6 “They are Your servants and 

Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great 
power and by Your strong hand. O Lord, let Your ear 

be attentive to the prayer of Your servants who delight 

to fear Your name, and give success to Your servant 
today, and grant him mercy….” So we built the wall. 

And all the wall was joined together to half its height, 
for the people had a mind to work. 

 

Q: What is Project Nehemiah? 

A: Project Nehemiah is periodic planed activities that 

match the skills and abilities of members of the con-

gregation with opportunities to serve God and to help 

people. 

 

Q: How can I get involved?  

A: A time and talent survey will be located in the nar-

thex of the church. Complete the survey and leave it at 

the narthex. You will be contacted when a project is 

being developed. 

 

Q: How much of my time would be needed? 

A: You can decide what projects and how often that 

you want to volunteer. Most projects are anticipated be 

of a short term duration. 

 

Q: How will I know when volunteer opportunities are 

available?  

A: A notice will appear in the church bulletin to an-

nounce the availability of a volunteer activity. There 

will be a name and other contact information about the 

project. You may also be contacted based upon the 

needs of the project and the information submitted in 

the time and talent survey. 

 

Q: How are referrals made to the project? 

A: Anyone can refer a potential project to the elder 

assigned to Stewardship of Time and Talent, Gary 

Buatte, 282-3972 or gary12139@gmail.com.  

 

Q: What happens once a referral is made? 

A: The elder will contact the potential service recipi-

ent, screen and assess the potential project and com-

plete a “Scope of Work” form. 

 

Q: What types of volunteers will be needed? 

A:  The “Scope of Work” form will identify the types of 

volunteers needed for a project. No volunteer will be 

turned away. Each volunteer can request a way to assist. 

All volunteers will have assignments before they arrive 

on site, and all needed materials will be on site before a 

project begins. 

 

Q: Will this project duplicate some of the activities of 

other entities within the church? 

A: No. The members of the project would like to work 

cooperatively with other entities within the congrega-

tion. 

 

Q; Who is providing oversight of this project? 

A: The elder assigned to Stewardship of Time and Tal-

ent will be providing regular reports to the board of eld-

ers on all of each project’s activities.  

 

mailto:gary12139@gmail.com
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From The Desk of Pastor Koen: 

  

 I would imagine we have all had bad days 
where everything seems to be going against us. The 
water heater isn’t working; you can’t find your 
keys, and the battery in the car is dead. You get to 
work and there is a message from the school letting 
you know that one of the kids left their homework 
on the kitchen table.  Or you get a phone call from 
the doctor’s office calling you in for more tests.   
No one enjoys the discomforts and hardships we 

live through almost daily. 
 

We have all experienced our share of suffering and 
painful occurrences that come with family life.  But 
nothing we have ever experienced can compare to 
the ultimate burden of our sin that Jesus carried to 
His cross for us.  No matter how bad our day may 
be going, we are victorious in Christ Jesus.  Jesus 
has defeated our greatest enemy making us recipi-

ents of His resurrection victory.  
 

Paul reminds us: “in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him (Jesus) who loved 
us.”  That is the “Good News” for us as we face the 
battles of life. Some days we might wonder why 
things are going so horribly. At the end of each day 
we can rejoice for we are victorious in Christ Jesus. 
The crown of victory awaits those who call on 

Christ Jesus for salvation.  
 
 
    In Christ, 
 
    Rev Russell E. Koen 

 RED BUD SENIOR CENTER: 
 
In need of volunteers on Monday through Friday from 9-
10am to ride along to Waterloo to help pick up food.  For 
more Information call Vickie Heller at 282-6333. 

  

THRIVENT NEWS: 

 
 Member photos wanted for Thrivent calendar; 

submissions due July 11 

 Each year, Thrivent creates a unique wall 

calendar for congregations, schools and other institu-

tions. Thrivent magazine also offers a slightly smaller 

version free for members. For the 2015 calendar, we're 

inviting members to share their blessings with each 

other and us. 

 Photos could include people who bless mem-

bers' lives, places where members feel blessed, God's 

blessings found in nature or opportunities when 

they've been blessed to serve others. It's whatever cap-

tures their thoughts best. 

 Your Photo Could Be Part of the 2015 

Thrivent Calendar. How Do You Count Your Bless-

ings? If you're a Thrivent member, you're invited to 

share your blessings with each other and us. Submit a 

photo of one of your blessings and tell us a bit about 

it. We'll select photos and stories from the submitted 

entries for our 2015 calendar. 

How to Submit:  Complete and submit the electronic 

Photo Submission Form at Thrivent.com/wallcalendar 

by July 11. 

Order Your Free Calendar: Watch the Summer issue 

of Thrivent magazine to order your free 2015 member 

calendar by Oct. 1. 

School Families Financial Support of 

 St. John’s Lutheran School for 2014-2015 

Members:   Regular and proportionate worship offerings (per pupil cost to the congregation is about $5600) 
 

Non-member Tuition:  Sister Congregations: $2100/ year; Non-Lutheran: $2300/ year 

 

Registration / Book Fees:  $375 per student;  $300 per student for 3 or more children 
 

Lunch:    Daycare – 2nd grade:  $2.10 or approx. $42/ month 

        3rd – 8th grade:   $2.20 or approx. $44/month 

   Adult:    $2.60 or approx. $52/month 
 

Milk:    $0.40 per carton  or approximately $8 a month 

  

Athletics:   $30/sport/child  $60 maximum per child 
 

**Pre-Kdg. 3-year-old   $75/month     **Pre-Kdg. 4-year-old $95/month 

https://www.thrivent.com/wallcalendar


The Altar flower servers for May and June are Irma Birkner and  
Sharon Koester. Please call the office @ 282-3873 if you wish to 

donate flowers or have questions concerning flowers. 

Altar Guild Flower Servers 
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EVENING GUILD NEWS by Lisa Kloepper 

 

 
 

 

 
 

EVENING GUILD NEWS FOR MAY 
 

MAY 20 ~ 6:00 PM ~ FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

This is our final meeting before the summer break and, as usual, 
it will be our DUTCH TREAT night. 

 
GET READY FOR AN INTERESTING EVENING OF GOOD EATS!!!! 

 
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall this year instead of going somewhere out of town. 

DAVID DANNENBERG will be catering the meal. 
He has promised something unique and different.  A meal full of surprises. 

Appetizers ~ Salad ~ Entrée ~ Dessert 
COST IS $15.00 PER PERSON.  (Paid  that evening.) 

 
We will need an ABSOLUTE count by MAY 13.  Please call Lisa for your reservation before  

May 13 -- 282-2426 or 618-713-0513 (cell). 
 

Plan NOW for an evening full of good fellowship as well as good eats. 
And THINK!  You won’t need to drive out of town for this one. 

There will be a brief business meeting to wind up the year. 
 

Serve the Lord with Gladness!  Glorify His Name! 

DEATHS 

 

 

Roger Brand 

Glenn Williams 

Roland Hanebutt 

Erna VanBuren 

Baptism 

 

 

Leah Lynn Landgraf  

Jackson Cole Carnahan  
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From the Principal: 

 Excitement fills the day as we anticipate 

and wait for the official ground breaking ceremony 

that is scheduled for May 1 at 2 PM.  We have 

talked and planned for expansion for many years 

and it is so exciting to have the project begin.  The 

faculty devotion for Wed. April 30 was about eve-

ryone doing their part and using the gifts the Lord 

has given them.   The chapel service later that day 

was about building on the solid foundation of Jesus 

Christ.  Today, history will be made as we break 

ground for expansion of our school.  God be 

praised for all the wonderful blessings we receive 

each day!  The children who will hear about Jesus 

each and every day are our most precious gifts.  

The expansion project is building for eternity with 

Jesus. 

 We had a wonderful trip to Washington DC 

with 44 students, parents and guests.  Each year I 

try to have something different added to the trip 

and this year we stopped at Appomattox Court-

house National Historic Park.  The stop was inter-

esting and again very important in the history of 

our nation.  As always, I am glad we had a great 

trip and look forward to making plans for next 

year. 

 Congratulations to Austin Whelan who will 

represent our school at the State Science Fair in 

DeKalb, Illinois, on May 3.  Great job Austin!  Stu-

dents who represented our school at the Art Contest 

held at Red Bud Elementary School on April 10 

sponsored by the Regional Office of Education 

were Sophia Liefer-2nd in Still Life, Andrew Otto-

son-2nd in Illustrated Drawing, Claudia Watters- 

1st in Still Life, Katie Harms-1st in Cartooning and 

Makayla Whelan-1st in Still Life.  In front are 

Brenden Harms-2nd in Cartooning, Callie Todaro-

2nd in Still Life, Madilyn Hoock-1st in Figure 

Drawing, Amber Mollet-1st in Cartooning and An-

nelise Quinn-3rd in Illustrated Drawing.  The Red 

Bud VFW sponsored a coloring contest for young 

children. Alexa Wegener, a kindergarten student, 

received 2nd place for coloring her poster. Each 

student that entered the contest was given a color-

ing book about the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

 

 DARE graduation for the 5th grade stu-

dents will be on Monday, May 5, at 6 PM in the 

school cafeteria.  We are happy Sheriff Hoelscher 

takes time to instruct our students about drug 

awareness.  The annual Athletic Awards Night 

will be May 15 at 6:30 PM.  The last day of 

school will be May 29 with the day ending at 11 

AM.  Closing chapel will be held at 8:30 AM fol-

lowed by awards and the picnic.  No lunch or bus 

transportation will be provided that day.  Gradua-

tion of our 8th grade students will be held that 

evening at 7:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 The voter’s assembly passed the recom-

mendation to hire a second Kindergarten teacher 

and 2nd grade teacher for next year.  Kindergarten 

has 28 enrolled with two more interested.  The 

2nd grade will have 31.  Mrs. Stephanie Valleroy 

will teach the 2nd Kindergarten classroom.  As a 

result of the expanded enrollment, the library will 

be moved to the office reception area and the pre-

sent library will become another classroom.  The 

Board for Parish Education will begin the process 

of hiring another teacher with preference given to 

a synodically trained person with less than 10 

years of experience for a non-tenured call or a 

contract person. 

 The year always seems to fly by!  I think 

this happens because we are very busy and are 

blessed with lots of activities.  I pray that you had 

a good year.  I know the summer will be busy 

with making the transition of building and mov-

ing classrooms.  Please lend a hand if you are 

called to help or see a notice in the bulletin, we 

will have plenty to keep us busy for the next 

year! 

  God’s blessings to you,       

  Deitt Schneider 

TEACHING OPPORTUNITY 

The Board for Parish Education is accepting applica-

tions/resumes for an additional 2nd grade teaching po-

sition.  Preference will be given first to a Synodically 

trained teacher with less than 10 years of experience for 

a non-tenured one year call.  A contract teacher may fill 

the position if a Synodically trained teacher is not avail-

able.  Please send your information to Mrs. Schneider 

by May 30, 2014.  



 

  

Page 7 Epistle 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN  
 Vacation Bible School  

SUMMER 2014 
June 16-20 

9a.m.-12p.m. 
 

Children who have just finished 3 year old  
Pre-K through 6th grade 

 

(Please notice the change in age.  It goes according to the grade you just finished 

in school rather than the grade you will be entering.) 
 

COME AND JOIN THE FUN 
 
 
 

Cut and Return the Portion Below 

 
Vacation Bible School 

June 16-20, 2014 
9a.m.-12p.m. 

 
Child’s Name______________________________Grade attended in 2013-2014________ 
Child’s Name______________________________Grade attended in 2013-2014________ 
Child’s Name______________________________Grade attended in 2013-2014________ 
Child’s Name______________________________Grade attended in 2013-2014________ 
 
 
Parent/s or Guardian Name___________________________  Phone______________ 

Church Where Member____________________________ 
 

No Fee Required-Donations Welcome 
 

Please return registration form to basket in church- or- St. Johns Lutheran School Office in 
Red Bud.  Questions can be directed to Laurie Wright 443-7021   



What’s Up At School In May  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1          7th grade Visit Day @ COSLHS for interested students 

5          6:00 pm Dare graduation in the cafeteria 

7          8:30am Chapel Service led by Rev. Nebel and 8th gr. 

14        8:30am Chapel Service led by 1st grade and Mrs. Miller/Mrs. Valleroy 

15        6:30pm  Sports Banquet in the gym  

16-17   Chicago Track Meet 

21        8:30am Chapel Service led by Rev. Nebel 

26   No School—Office Closed—Memorial Day 

29     LAST DAY OF SCHOOL—Early Dismissal at 11:00 (No lunch served) 

  8:30am Closing Chapel will be led by Rev. Koen—NO bus service  

  7:30 pm 8th grade Graduation Ceremony in the Fellowship Hall 

  Final Good Bye Class of 2014—Soc Hop at school following graduation 

  (grades 5-8) 

  

 

THANK YOU: 

On behalf of the Class of 2014 we would like to thank everyone who has supported us, 

given time, made donations, bought doughnuts, worked rummage sales etc...Your generosity 

and dedication is greatly appreciated.  We attended the Annual 8th grade trip to Washing-

ton DC and other various locations on April 20th to the 28th.  We are truly grateful for 

this experience and we could not have done it without your support! 

SPECIAL THANK YOU to Mrs. Schneider for all of her hard work in planning this trip!  
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May 3   Sat  5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

May 4   Sun 8:00  Ken and Joan   

May 4   Sun.  10:30  Ken and Karen Wetzel 

 

May 10  Sat.  5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

May 11  Sun. 8:00  Kalin and Kathy Liefer; Gerald and Jill 

May 11  Sun. 10:30  Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom ; Carl and Flo 

Zschiegner 

 

May 17  Sat. 5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

May 18   Sun. 8:00   

May 18  Sun. 10:30    

  

May 24  Sat.  5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

May 25  Sun. 8:00    

May 25  Sun.  10:30   

 

May 31  Sat. 5:00  Miriam Poston 

June 1  Sun. 8:00  Arlou and Cliff Papenberg 

June 1  Sun. 10:30   

  
 

 

 

May Acolyte and Greeter Schedule 



 May Acolyte Schedule 
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03-May Saturday 5:00 Jenna Borger  

04-May Sunday 8:00 Alyssa Heller  

04-May Sunday 10:30 Alyssa Cowell  

     

10-May Saturday 5:00 Alexcis Crafton  

11-May Sunday 8:00 Amber Mollet  

11-May Sunday 10:30 Sophia Liefer  

     

17-May Saturday 5:00 Bailey Montroy  

18-May Sunday 8:00 Callie Todaro  

18-May Sunday 10:30 Lydia Wright  

     

24-May Saturday 5:00 Sophie Richards  

25-May Sunday 8:00 Jarrett Fleming  

25-May Sunday 10:30 Logan Cowell  

     

29-May Thursday 7:00p.m. Megan Ascension Day  


