
 

Even when I walk through the darkest 
valley, I will not be afraid, for You are 
close beside me. Your rod and Your staff 
protect and comfort me (v.4). Unex-
pected journeys. Little and big—life is 
full of them. A quick trip to the grocery 
store turns into a car accident, injuries, 
and several months of recuperation. A 
routine drive home from work turns into 
a breakdown on the highway and a 
lengthy wait for a tow truck. A call on 
the cell phone turns into the news that 
someone you loved has passed away. A 
checkup with the doctor reveals that the 
cancer is back with a vengeance.  
 
We can negotiate the little unexpected 
journeys of life—mostly. The big, unex-
pected journeys, however, can turn our 
lives upside down. During such times, 
some of us have a faith that remains 
solid. Some of us  genuinely resonate 
with what David wrote about in Psalm 
23:4: “Even when I walk through the 
darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for 
You are close beside me. Your rod and 
Your staff protect and comfort me.” 
 
Others of us have more of a struggle. We 
go through times when we experience 
what David wrote about  in Psalm 22:1, 
“My God, my God, why have You aban-
doned me? Why are You so far away 
when I groan for help?” 

 
Are you going through one of those ma-
jor unexpected journeys of life? Is your 
faith like the one found in Psalm 23? Or 
do you find yourself in the place David 
spoke from in Psalm 22? Wherever you 
are, don’t pretend with God. Know that 
He is gracious and meets you where you 
are. God doesn’t want us to stay in the 
opening verses of Psalm 22. But David’s 
highs and lows recorded in the Psalms 
show us that during difficult, unforeseen 
journeys of life there are moments for 
both ardent faith and honest pain. 

 
This Devotion was found on line. 
  —Jeff Olson 
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Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Saturdays 

1st and 3rd 8:00 AM svc. 

2nd and 4th 10:30 AM svc.                 

Communion in all services if there               

Is a 5th weekend or Festival 

Worship Services 
Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 pm 
Sunday School & Bible Classes  

Sunday 9:30 am 
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From the desk of Pastor Nebel: 

Page 2 Page 2 Epistle 

      Have you ever received a gift from a 
friend who has moved far away? Perhaps this is 
an item that represents the exotic place your 
friend now lives. Perhaps it is a reminder that 
your friend is thinking of you and wants you to 
remember him. Perhaps this gift is something 
that will improve your life where you continue to 
live. Perhaps it is an incentive for you to move 
to where your friend now is. 
 With His ascension into heaven Jesus 
left His followers, at least physically and visibly. 
No longer would He be meeting with them after 
His resurrection from the dead. But He prom-
ised to be with them, even to the end of the 
age. With the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples of Jesus on the Day of Pentecost (ten 
days after His ascension), Jesus sent His friends 
a special gift. The Holy Spirit is Jesus’ guarantee 
of our life with Him, a life that is better now be-
cause of the Spirit’s faith-creating presence with 
us, and a gift that gives us a preview of the far 
greater life to come when Jesus calls us to be 
where He now is, our heavenly home. 
 This month we will celebrate the ascen-
sion of Jesus with a Holy Communion service on 
Thursday, May 17, at 7 p.m. There will be no 
morning service that day because our day 
school no longer will be in session. Then on the 
weekend of May 26-27 we will observe the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost with three 
Holy Communion services. (It will also be our 
Freedom Celebration Sunday as we remember 
the service of our nation’s military members 
that Memorial Day weekend.) Our friend Jesus 
has given us His gift of the Holy Spirit. This gift 
comes to us wrapped in God’s Word of the Holy 
Bible, in the water and Word of our Holy Bap-
tism, and as Jesus’ body and blood are present 
for us in the Lord’s Supper. Let us join with one 
another in worship to celebrate this great gift 
Jesus gives us! 
      
 Your servant in Christ, 
      
 Pastor Mark Nebel 

 

Graduation Recognitions 

 On Monday, May 14, we will celebrate 

the graduation of our day school’s ten 8th 

graders. This service will take place in church 

at 7:30 p.m. A reception will follow in the Fel-

lowship Hall. 

 Many other St. John’s members will 

graduate from some level of education this 

spring. Please contact the church office with 

these names so that we can recognize them 

in our graduation folder, in our weekend wor-

ship bulletin and in our June newsletter.  

 Congratulations and thank you! 
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From The Desk of Pastor Koen: 
 
  

  

 God gives us good guidance through His 
Word to help us in our everyday decisions and in-
teractions with one another.  In James 1: 19 we are 
told “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every 
person be quick to hear, slow to speak….” 
 God has blessed our part of the country 
with warmer weather than usual for March and 
early April. That means we get to mow sooner in 
the season than some of us would prefer.  I have a 
mower that is only six years old. Last year it started 
giving me the usual problems of a mower that age. 
When I pulled it out of the shed this past March, I 
decided to give it a tune up. I bought the spark 
plug, new air filter, and blades, changed the oil and 
put fresh gas in it. After replacing the old stuff with 
the new, I primed the engine and gave the rope a 
hearty tug; nothing happened.  It tried several 
more times; still nothing happened.  
 I asked one of my sons to help me start the 
mower. He pulled and pulled without any success.  
 I told Lauri (my wife) that we might need to 
buy a new mower. She laughed at me and went out 
into the garage to start the mower: nothing hap-
pened. She finally gave up.   
 I was talking to Loren Harms about the 
mower and he suggested using some starter fluid.  
I sprayed the starter fluid in the carburetor, primed 
the engine, and pulled away at the rope; nothing 
happened.  I let the mower set for a few days and 
tried again; nothing happened. I finally gave up.  
 A few weeks later another son came over 
for a visit. I told him about the mower that would 
not start. He asked me if he could have the mower 
if he could get it started. I agreed laughing on the 
inside knowing that it would not kick over. Guess 
what happened; it kicked over the first time.  I 
guess I should have not to been so quick to speak 
and agree to give my mower away.  
 God gives us good advice through His Word 
to help us in our everyday decisions and interac-
tion with one another; “Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak….” We just need to remember to listen and 
use the guidance He gives us through His Word. 
     
   Your Brother in Christ, 
  
   Pastor Koen 

You are welcome to 

celebrate a milestone 

in the history of our 

District Mission 

School in East St. 

Louis.  The very first 

graduating class will receive their diplomas this 

spring!  You can attend our “Share in the Mira-

cle” Dinner at the Hilton Garden Inn in O’Fallon 

on Thursday, May 3 at 6:30 p.m. There is no 

cost for the dinner; however reservations are 

required and an opportunity to give will be pre-

sented that evening. The first three students 

enrolled at Unity will speak about the impact of 

attending a Lutheran School.  Please make res-

ervations for this special event by contacting 

Deitt Schneider at 282-3873 or de-

itt@stjohnsredbud.org.   

We are in need of Summer Sunday School 

Teachers!  The summer teaching schedule 

is broken down into much shorter time 

frames so if you think that this sounds like 

something you would like to do please con-

tact Rick Liefer at 282-3785 or Brenda 

Gilpatrick at 282-2255.  Thank you and 

God Bless!  

Expansion Meeting!! 
May 3rd @ 4:30pm in the school library 

Everyone is welcome to attend! 



The Altar flower servers for May are Nancy Harms 
and Kathy Liefer.  Please call the office @ 282-
3873 if you wish to donate flowers or have ques-
tions concerning flowers. 

Altar Guild Flower Servers 
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Gifts and Giving 

Total basket and envelope of-

ferings for March were 

$66,012.47 and will be dis-

bursed as follows: General 

Fund:$57,232.47; School: 

$7,580.; Debt:$660.; Sch. Oper.: 

$350.; Sunday School: $100.; 

School library:$90 

Thank you to all for the support of LIFE!   

Our next meeting will be FRIDAY, September 

28th at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall  

at St. John's in Red Bud.  

 

 

 

EVENING GUILD NEWS  
DUTCH TREAT MEETING ON MAY 15 

Will be held at Eckerts New Restaurant in Belleville 
Dinner will be at 6:30 PM 

Plans are to meet at the church parking lot at 5:30 to car pool. 
All are assured a ride if you don't care to drive at night. 

Call Lisa at 282-2426 or 618-713-0513 to make your reservation 
not later than May 11.  Thanks for planning ahead. 

Installation of new (old) officers will be held. 
 

NOTE;  Plan ahead for the upcoming SID LWML Convention to be held on September 28 & 29.  
           It will be held at Metro East Lutheran High School in Edwardsville. "Living with Jesus" is the theme. 

           Contact Marie Voges for more information, 282-2554. 
 

EVENING GUILD NEWS by Lisa Kloepper 

tel:618-713-0513


 The end of the year is just over two 

short weeks away!  Our last day will be May 14!  

I think the last time this happened that we 

ended the year so early was in 2000.  We came 

back from our Washington DC trip on Mother’s 

Day and had only one day left!  I guess you can 

say history does repeat itself. 

 The end of year activities are going 

strong.  The final academic competitions have 

been completed.  The 5th and 6th grade students 

attended the John A Logan Science Fair on April 

11.  The following students attended:   5th grade 

- Nick Guebert, Tanner Valleroy, Amber Mollet, 

Tyler Koester, Allyssa Heller, Caleb Langreghr, 

Gage Baldwin, 6th grade - Bryce Becker, Andrew 

Ottoson, Dustin Marshall, Paige Moses, Emmett 

Cowell, Bailey Booker, Drew Kueker and Emma 

Fritsche.  Our students participated in the 

Randolph Co. Art Contest on April 12.  Thank you 

to Austin Whelan, Amber Mollet, Andrew Otto-

son, Katie Harms and Ember Marshall for repre-

senting our school and doing so well.  Their art is 

displayed in the trophy case; please stop by to 

see their great work.  Three students attended 

the Randolph Co. Spelling Bee, Michael Ratcliff, 

Katie Harms and Ember Marshall, and we thank 

them for representing our school. 

 The track season is in full swing with 

three meets completed and three to go!  Our 

students have been doing well.  Congratulations 

to Savanah Cowell, Michael Miller and Matthew 

Nebel who all received 1st place in their events 

at the Sr. track meet in Chester.  We hope to 

have complete outcomes in the weeks to come. 

Thanks to all who have given money or 

goods to worthwhile causes that the school has 

sponsored.  The St. Jude Math a thon raised 

$550 for Cancer research, money for the YMCA 

totaled over $530 for this local organization and 

the Diaper Drive sponsored by the Southwest-

ern Illinois Lutherans for Life had a tremen-

dous outpouring of gifts!  The tree winners 

of the drawing for the $10 McDonald gift 

certificates were Emma Kiefer, Annelise 

Quinn and Ryker Papenberg.  Thank you so 

much for all of your generosity. 

Many field trips will take place during 

these last few weeks.  Some of the destina-

tions will be the Lincoln Park, City Hall, Pizza 

Hut and Dairy Queen, Weather Bash at 

Busch Stadium, the Seminary in St. Louis, 

Grants Farm and several other local destina-

tions.  We are so blessed to be able to make 

these trips.  Thanks to all the parents who 

help drive and take time off to enjoy these 

days with us. 

Our last day of school will be May 14.  

Our closing chapel will begin in the gym at 

8:30 am, awards will be presented, a school 

picnic will be held on the playground, picnic 

lunch and dismissal will take place at 11:30 

am.  Please be sure to call the school office 

if you plan to eat lunch with us.  Our gradua-

tion service will be held that evening at 7:30 

pm in church.  A reception will follow the ser-

vice in the fellowship hall. 

As I am writing this article, the 8th 

grade class is getting ready to leave for 

Washington DC.  We always pray for safe 

travel and favorable weather.  This year we 

have 31 students, parents and guests making 

the trip.  Please keep us in your prayers. 

 As we are accepting registrations for 

Kindergarten, we have an enrollment of 29-

30 in this class alone for next year!  What a 

tremendous blessing.  The School Board has 

made a recommendation to hire another 

teacher on a one year contract to help teach 

these students, it was approved by the 

Church Council and will be brought to the 

voters at the Voters Meeting on April 25.  

      

    (Cont. page 6) 
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From the Principal: 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring Carnival & Camp Out! 

May 18th from 4-8pm 

THRIVENT: 
Randolph County Thrivent Chapter is 
holding a Spring Picnic on May 20, 
2012 from 2p.m. to 6p.m. at St. John 
Lutheran School playground, Chester, 
Illinois. There will be Thrivent informa-
tional and children's savings educa-
tional booths, bouncy house for the chil-
dren, hamburgers, hot dogs, etc. For 
information call Julie Ratz at 618-282-
3873 or 573-579-3592. 
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Enrollment trends from 2006 to 2012 and pro 

jected 2012/2013 enrollment.    

 

2006-

2007 

2007-

2008 

2008-

2009 

2009-

2010 

2010-

2011 

2011-

2012 

2012-

2013 

PK 34 39 30 41 47 54 40? 

K 11 14 18 14 16 17 30 

1 17 11 13 18 14 14 16 

2 14 15 12 12 17 16 14 

3 7 11 15 13 11 17 17 

4 14 9 11 16 14 11 17 

5 9 10 10 11 17 14 11 

6 10 10 10 10 14 14 14 

7 11 12 10 11 10 17 14 

8 12 12 11 9 11 10 17 

Total 139 143 140 155 171 184 190 

        

K-8 Enrollment 105 104 110 114 123 130 150 

Cont. from Page 5... 

7th grade BBQ & Car Wash 

May 6, 2012 
10:30am  BBQ in the “W” Parking lot 

11:30am Car Wash in the “S” Parking lot 

I pray that God’s will be done as we establish 

the best learning environment for the chil-

dren of our school. The plan for an additional 

classroom in school would be to divide the 

 library in thirds; 1/3 for classroom and 2/3 

for the library.  Included is an enrollment 

trend that was presented at the meeting. 

    

   God’s Blessings, 

   Deitt Schneider 

tel:618-282-3873
tel:618-282-3873
tel:573-579-3592


What’s Up At School?  

2 8:30am Chapel Service led by Mrs. Hines & 7th grade 

 10:45am RBHS Band and Choir will perform in the gym 

 6pm Volunteer Dinner to be held at school 

3  Weather Bash at Busch Stadium for grades 4-6 

4  8th grade visits the Seminary 

 Hummer Limousine Ride to Pizza Hut for lunch Day! 

5  Edwardsville Track Meet—TBA 

6  10:30am k-8 will sing in this service 

 10:30am 7th grade BBQ in the West Parking lot 

 11:30am Car Wash in the South Parking lot 

8  7pm School Board Meeting 

9  8:30am Chapel Service led by Pastor Nebel 

 6pm Athletic Banquet 

12 State Track Meet in Chicago—TBA 

14 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!8:30am Closing Chapel led by Rev. Koen 

 11:30am Early Dismissal  

 7:30pm Graduation Ceremony @ Church 

17 7pm Ascension Service 

18 Incredible Events and Camp Out on the school grounds 

21 7pm Church Council 

22 Bullying Conference at school 

23 Bullying Conference at school 

28 MEMORIAL DAY ~ OFFICE CLOSED 
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“Share in the Miracle” 
You are welcome to celebrate a milestone in the history of our District Mission School in East 
St. Louis.  The very first graduating class will receive their diplomas this spring!  You can at-
tend our “Share in the Miracle” Dinner at the Hilton Garden Inn in O’Fallon on Thursday, May 
3 at 6:30 p.m. There is no cost for the dinner; however reservations are required and an oppor-
tunity to give will be presented that evening. The first three students enrolled at Unity will 
speak about the impact of attending a Lutheran School.  Please make reservations for this spe-
cial event by contacting Deitt Schneider at 282-3873 or deitt@stjohnsredbud.org.   
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May 14th   Last Day of School 
    7:30pm  Graduation 
May 18th  Incredible Events and Camp Out @ school 
May 28th  Office Closed for Memorial Day 
June 3rd  Chicken Dinner 
June 18-22  Vacation Bible School 2012 
July 4th  Office Closed for Independence Day 
July 11th  Book/Registration Night 
August 21st  1st Day Back to School!! 
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May Acolyte Schedule 2012 

05-May Saturday 5:00 Jared Schneider  

06-May Sunday 8:00 Sophie Richards  

06-May Sunday 10:30 Griffin Ziebold  

11-May Saturday 5:00 Tessa Miller  

12-May Sunday 8:00 Tanner VanDorn  

12-May Sunday 10:30 Drew Kueker  

17-May Thursday 8:30 Addison Gunter Ascension Day 

 Thursday 7:00pm Alex Quinn Ascension Day 

19-May Saturday 5:00 Paige Moses  

20-May Sunday 8:00 Jack Richards  

20-May Sunday 10:30 Emma Fritsche  

26-May Saturday 5:00 Taylor Dilley  

27-May Sunday 8:00 Shane Hewitt Freedom Celebration Sun 

27-May Sunday 10:30 Dustin Marshall  



May Greeter Schedule 2012 

Page 10 Epistle 

 

 

 

    

   

   

May 5 Saturday 5:00 Harold and Debbie Seigfried 

May 6 Sunday 8:00 Kalin & Kathy Liefer; Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

May 6  10:30 Gerald & Nancy Holmstrom; Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

May 12 Saturday  5:00 Virginia & Mark Moeller 

May 13 Sunday 8:00 Lois Mesnarich; Roger Hanebutt; Ken & Joan Ruwald 

May 13   10:30 Bruce & Christa Brundage; Larry & Cindy Ebers 

May 19 Saturday 5:00 Harold & Debbie Seigfried 

May 20 Sunday 8:00 Milton & Mary Ann Weber; Clyde & Kathy Rowold 

May 20  10:30 Jackie Esker; Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

May 26 Saturday 5:00 Virginia & Mark Moeller 

May 27 Sunday 8:00 Wil & Martha Krick; Cindy Steele; Olivia Schmitz 

May 27 Sunday 10:30 Bob & Joyce Carnahan; Ken & Karen Wetzel 


