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THE DIVINE SERVICE: WORD					August 22/23, 2020
Christian worship is special. There is nothing like it anywhere else in our life. We are in the presence of our Triune God experiencing a little heaven on earth. Our feet are planted firmly on the ground but our hearts, souls and minds are joined with saints and angels around God’s heavenly throne. The focus is on our eternal King, who God is, all God does for us, and the celebration of the salvation Jesus Christ has won for us.
Christian worship is not like a high school pep rally where we cheer for our team and fire ourselves up for the big game. It is not a music concert where we go to be entertained. It is not a play or theater where we want to see show. If we want worship to entertain or amuse us, who is it that we really are worshipping there? It is ourselves. We are not here to have finger-snapping, hand-clapping, back-slapping, toe-tapping good time. We are here to practice for eternal life. Christian worship is to be a dress rehearsal for heaven.
There is a rhyme and reason to the way the Christian church worships. We are the forgiven people of our Triune God confessing our sin, hearing our Father’s word, praising our Savior’s resurrection, and receiving the strength of the Holy Spirit for our lives. Today and next week we will focus on the parts of the Divine Service and see how worship brings us into presence of our God who speaks His word to us and sends us into the world for a week’s worth of witness.
I. Invocation
Our weekly worship begins where our Christian lives began, with the invocation- in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In our holy baptism God placed His name upon us and laid His claim to us as His very own chosen children. We belong to God as children to a parent because in baptism He has given us His holy name. This holy name is now our invitation welcoming us into the presence of our great God. This holy name is now our access into our heavenly King’s throne room. Worship is where we belong. We have a right to be here because God’s holy name is upon us.
II. Confession and Absolution
Consider that you have been invited to a formal state dinner at the White House or Buckingham Palace. You have the invitation with you showing that you belong there. But you arrive without a tuxedo or evening gown to wear. Even worse, you have shown up straight out of the field, garden or gym. You have not had a shower	and you still are wearing your dirty work clothes or sweaty exercise outfit. There is no way they will let you into such an important place looking and smelling like that. You will be rejected roughly.
We come to worship covered with the sins of the past week. In the sight of our holy God we appear spiritually dirty and smelly. We need to be cleaned up before we can stand in His presence. The 1st step in that is admitting the stench of our sin, our words spoken in anger, our deeds done in selfishness, our thoughts fueled by meanness. We cannot ignore the way we look. We cannot blame someone else. We cannot fix the problem. We can only say, “I’m sorry.”
We admit that we need cleansing by confessing our sins. To confess is to say the same thing about our sins that God has said about them. Our holy God does not turn us away from His personal presence. In His love for us He cleans us up, washing away the stain and stench of our sin from His sight. 
He does so with words of absolution (“to wash away”) that the pastor speaks as God’s forgiveness man in this congregation. In the place and by the command of our Savior Jesus Christ whose life, death and resurrection has won our forgiveness. Covered with the righteousness of Christ we now are clean, pure and holy in God’s sight. Now we are prepared and properly attired to enter into His powerful presence.
III.  Introit, Kyrie, Hymn of Praise, Collect
Next in worship is the Introit (Latin “to enter into”). We step into the throne room and approach our King. We do so with His words on our lips, words sung by His people in worship from Old Testament times. They are the words of a psalm, the hymnal or prayerbook of God’s ancient people which tell of His greatness and His mighty acts. The pastor illustrates this movement into God’s presence as he gradually steps up to the altar.
Then before our King we throw selves upon His mercy praying, “Kyrie eleison,” or, Lord, have mercy. In the presence of an important person like the president or king we would never say “howya doin’ dude?” Instead, we give compliments and tell him how great he is, that we like the job he is doing, and how wonderful his works are. This is what we do with the Gloria in Excelsis, or Hymn of Praise. God is great and we love what He does for us.
Then we take advantage of being in the presence of a powerful person by asking him for something. With the Collect of Day we gather (collect) our requests together and speak them to God in prayer.
Some of things that we do in worship remain the same from week to week. Those are called the Ordinaries. These are what we ordinarily do in worship including the Confession and Absolution, the Kyrie and the Hymn of Praise.
But there are other things that we do in worship which change from week to week. They carry a theme that is appropriate, or proper, for that day in the church year. This is what provides variety to our worship. These are called the Propers. They are the Introit, Collect and Bible readings. The hymns and the sermon message are chosen to highlight the theme of that day’s propers.
IV. Bible Readings and Sermon
The president or king gets a chance to talk at the party he throws. In worship now is the time for us to hear our host speak. There are three Bible readings. The Gospel (Ministry of Jesus) from Matthew (this year), Mark/John, or Luke, carries the theme of the day. The Old Testament Reading is connected to the theme in the Gospel Reading. The Epistle Reading goes either with the theme or is in a series from a New Testament letter.
These are words inspired by the Holy Spirit and written by human authors. They were true at time of their writing. They still are true in our day. “This is Word of the Lord,” and we respond, “Thanks be to God.” We pass by that too quickly. How great is it that our God speaks to us! He is not silent as if He were mad at us or giving us the cold shoulder. God does not do charades and leave us to guess at what He is trying to tell us. He speaks to us in our own language. God lets us know what He has done for us and what we now are to do for His glory and the good of others.
The pastor then speaks on one of the readings with a message drawn from God’s Word that is applied to lives. What do we want from a sermon? Entertaining? Inspiring? Funny? Do we want to hear a skyscraper message, one that has 7 stories and a conclusion? I find that there are three things that people want to hear in a sermon: an interesting introduction; an exciting conclusion; and to hear those two parts really close together!
But what we need to hear is God’s law that shows us our sin, its condemnation of us and thus our need for a Savior. What we need to hear is God’s gospel, His forgiveness of our sins in the person and work of His Son Jesus. This law and this gospel are to be proclaimed to us and heard by us in way that we can say, “That is God’s Word for me!”

V. Confession of Faith and Prayers
Having heard God speak His word and His message proclaimed, we speak words back to Him. Our confession is both the faith that the Holy Spirit has worked in us and the faith which the Holy Christian Church teaches and believes. When we use church’s ancient, universal creeds, the Apostles, Nicene, or Athanasian, we speak in unison with our fellow Christians who lived centuries before us, and with believers in Jesus all over world now. These words we speak in worship can then be our witness to others for the rest of the week. We do not need to make up our own speech to tell people about Christianity. The creeds give us those words to use: God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints.
Then, standing in God’s presence, we take the opportunity to speak with Him in prayer, putting into our words what He already knows as our needs. These petitions are our pledge to make His love real in world. We remember those in need of physical healing and strength. We join with those celebrating God’s gifts of life. We ask that those who lost loved one to earthly death be comforted by Jesus’ resurrection victory. We pray for our nation’s leaders and military personnel. We pray for good weather and for peaceful times. We do so with the confidence that God hears our prayers and answers them even better than we pray.
Conclusion
There is more to be said about our worship service, but I don’t want to be accused of preaching too long. The rest of the Divine Service is centered on Holy Communion.  That will be the focus of our sermon next week. So I end today not with the usual “Amen”, but with the familiar and, yes, frustrating conclusion to an exciting television cliffhanger, “to be continued.” 
