need and on the authority of His Word], none of them
shall lack any beneficial thing’ (vv. 9-10). You say, ‘But
that’s an Old Testament promise.’ Then here’s a New
Testament one: ‘God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work’ (2
Corinthians 9:8).
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to trust You in what I
have and what You provide. In Jesus’ Name, Amen
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From the Pastors’ Desks
During this month that we celebrate our nation’s
independence and the personal freedom that we have as
citizen’s of this land, it is good to see that the U.S.
Supreme Court recently ruled in favor of religious
liberty.
The case, Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia
(Missouri; where my sons who are students at the
University of Missouri attend worship) vs Comer,
involved the denial of a grant from the Missouri State
Department of Natural Resources for the congregation to
purchase scrap rubber to use as a base for its preschool
playground.
The rational for denying the grant, which was
upheld by lower courts, is that this is a religious
organization seeking a government benefit. The 7-2
majority opinion, written by Chief Justice John Roberts
stated that the church was “asserting its right to
participate in a government benefit program without
having to disavow its religious character.”
The grant was available to other non-profit
organizations but was denied to Trinity solely because it
is a church, even though the assistance had nothing to do
with funding its Word and Sacrament ministry.
“The express discrimination against religious
exercise here is not the denial of a grant, but rather the
refusal to allow the church—solely because it is a
church—to compete with secular organizations for a
grant,” wrote Roberts. The dissenting opinion of Justices
Sotomayor and Ginsburg appealed to the history of
church-state separation in our country. The ACLU is
similarly “disappointed” in the decision.
In oral arguments justices noted that public services
like fire and police protection are routinely given to
houses of worship without constitutional harm. The
majority decided that the church was asking only to
compete for something with secular groups.
I am encouraged to see this as stemming the tide in
our culture and government that is becoming
increasingly hostile to faith organizations and people of
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Conquering Your Fear of Lack
The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who
seek the LORD lack no good thing. Psalms 34:10
It’s okay to grow up in poverty, as long as poverty
doesn’t grow up in you and control your thinking. One
celebrity was asked how he felt about growing up in
poverty. Amazingly, he confessed that he still suffered
anxiety over having enough in the future. So he tended
to be overly frugal, viewed his money as somewhat
surreal, and wasn’t able to relax and enjoy the blessings
that come with success. However, his wife had brought
balance to the relationship with the mindset of give,
spend, and save. Who do you believe is responsible for
your success, yourself or God? As long as you are,
you’ll remain vulnerable to people, circumstances, and
economic conditions. But when you know God’s
responsible for your success, what you gain you can
maintain. So your options are: trust yourself - or God!
The psalmist writes: ‘There is no want to those who truly
revere and worship Him with godly fear. The young
lions lack food and suffer hunger, but they who
seek (inquire of and require) the Lord [by right of their
1

faith. The First Amendment of our country’s constitution
guarantees us “freedom of religion” not freedom from
religion as many in our society now wish it to be.
Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark Nebel

Sunday Bible Class- 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
We continue our study of the Gospel of John in the
Fellowship Hall. The theme of this book is that Jesus is
the Son of God and authorized agent of the heavenly
Father. During this month He will be with His disciples
in the Upper Room on the night before His crucifixion.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
One of the first cars I had was a pink “58 Olds”. It
had electric seats and windows, an air conditioner that
did not work and rode as smooth as some of the luxury
cars of today. I had fun pulling up to a gas station and
tell the attendant “to fill it up.” The old timers knew
where the gas cap was, but in most cases the younger
ones could never figure out that they need to flip the tail
light over to get to the gas cap.
During the Season of Pentecost, the pericopes (the
weekly Scripture lessons) talk about the spiritual growth
of the Church. God poured out His Spirit upon the
apostles and the Church. They were “filled up” with the
presence of the Holy Spirit who alone would guide and
cause the Church to grow as the Word and sacraments
were administered.
During the Season of Pentecost, God continues to
work in our hearts filling us up with His presence. The
Order of Service; the liturgy we use for worship, is
called the “Divine Service.” God comes to serve us, to
“fill us up” as we receive His Word and Sacraments. As
we listen to His Word He reminds us that His promises
are fulfilled in His Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. As we
live in our Baptism through daily confession of our sins,
He fills us up with His absolution reminding us “I
forgive you your sins, go in peace.” As we receive the
Body and Blood of our Savior, our hearts and minds are
strengthened, enabling us to live sanctified lives as
God’s children.
Sometimes our “spiritual tanks” can run low. That
can happen when we abstain ourselves from worship
each week, don’t take time to read God’s Word each day
or to spend time in His Word while on vacation. God
calls us to worship so that He can strengthen our
spiritual life “fill us up” through His means of grace.
This is one reason God commanded us to faithfully
worship Him.
We need to remember that WE are His Church, His
people. We are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light.” God calls us
to come to Him fervently, frequently and faithfully to
worship asking Him to “Fill’er up please”!
Your brother in Christ, Rev. Russell E. Koen

Welcome to our Family of Faith
Mark Gramenz from St. Mark Lutheran Church,
Steeleville, Illinois
Ellery and Pat Byer from Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Waterloo, Illinois
June 11 Baptism of Ava Renee Moll
June 18 Baptism of Alexander Michael Rainey
At Rest in God’s Peace
May 31 Death of Christi Burmester
June 21 Death of Ronald Snyder
We Bid a Fond Farewell
June 12 Release of Loren Koch
Voters Assembly Meeting
Since many of our members will be returning from
a trip to Europe on Wednesday evening, July 26, our
quarterly Voters Assembly meeting which would have
been held that evening has been moved to Thursday,
July 27 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Evening Guild News
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is
the official women’s auxiliary of the LCMS. LWML has
focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with
Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out
their Christian lives in active mission ministries and to
support global missions. Delegates to the 37th Biennial
Convention adopted a $2,075,000 mission goal for 20172019. The goal, by the grace of God, will fund 22
mission grants as men and women respond in prayer and
offerings (mites). Our own St. John’s Evening Guild is
making plans for a Guest Night on Tuesday, September
19. Mark your calendar and save the date!
Quilting schedule for July is Tuesdays from 12:30 to
3:00 p.m. and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Baldwin Sight Center: Volunteer your time to help
make large print books at the Baldwin Center on the 2nd
& 4th Thursdays of each month. Call Mary Ann Wegener
(282-2893) or come to the church parking lot at 1 p.m.
“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman
who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her of the fruit
of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.”
Proverbs 31:30-31
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From the Principal’s Pen
Our church and school family was saddened to hear
of the passing of our faithful member, former principal
and teacher, Ron Snyder, on June 21. What a blessing he
was to all who knew him, were taught by him or worked
with him. His family shared his faithfulness at the
visitation and funeral in celebrating his life. What a
blessing to be called home with no suffering and having
lived a full life. He will be missed but never forgotten.
Well done thou good and faithful servant!
Registration/Book Night for the 2017-2018 school
year is July 10 from 4-8 pm in the school gym lobby.
We hope to see you there! Should this date not work,
please register in the school office during the week from
8 a.m.--4 p.m. We ask that you register by July 31 to
ensure having enough books and supplies for the year.
The new school year will begin on August 15.
I am looking forward to our upcoming trip to
Germany with many members of our congregation for
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation tour we will
take from July 13-26. We will visit all the Luther sites
and continue on to Prague, Czech Republic, and
Krakow, Poland. I plan to take lots of pictures to share
with my Luther History class and any others who might
be interested. A highlight of the trip will be to have a
worship service with Dr. Robert Kolb in the Old Latin
School in Wittenberg on July 16. As always, I pray for
safe travel and that you keep us in your prayers.
God’s blessings to you, Deitt Schneider

mobility. Long story short, we need more singers!!!
Right now, we are on summer break and will start up
again on Monday, September 11th at 7 pm. If you enjoy
singing and/or have sung with a choir in the past, I'm
asking that you prayerfully consider singing with our
church choir. All of our members consider it pure joy to
sing praise to the Lord!!!
Mrs. Lindsey Hudak, Director of Parish Music
St. John’s Lutheran School Fees for 2017-2018
Book Night: July 10, 2017, 4-8 p.m. in new gym lobby
Members: Regular and proportionate worship offerings
Non-member Tuition: Sister Congregations: $2400/ year
Non-Lutheran: $2500 a year
Registration / Book Fees: $400per student
$325 per student for 3 or more children
Lunch: Daycare – 2nd grade: $2.20 or about $42/ month
3rd – 8th grade: $2.30 or about $44 a month
Adult: $2.70 or about $52 a month
Milk: $0.40 per carton or about $8 a month
Athletics: $30 a sport per child with $60 max. a child
Preschool: Reg. fee: $45 **Pre-Sch. 3-yr $80/month
**Pre-School 4-year $100 a month
$80 x 9 = $720 a year
$100 x 9 = $900 a year

A Musical Moment
This summer I am reading a book I purchased a few
years back called “From Postlude to Prelude: Music
Ministry's Other Six Days.” It is written by C. Randall
Bradley (a music minister/professor serving in Texas)
and published by MorningStar Music Publishers in
Fenton, Missouri. The author encourages the reader to
identify areas where growth is needed and to set specific
“goals” for both short-term and long-term music
ministry. So far, I have 24 goals written down (and
counting!) Some of them are more personal than others,
but they all relate to doing effective music ministry at St.
John's Lutheran Church and School.
One of the areas where growth is (literally) needed
is in our church choir. We have been blessed to have
many faithful, dedicated, long-term members throughout
the years who have served the Lord with their singing,
but several of these members are no longer with us, but
singing with the heavenly chorus. Those who are still
with us often face challenges of physical health and

Update On A Former St. John’s Vicar
Rev. Mike Maddick, vicar at St. John’s in 1983-84
and now pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in State
Center, Iowa, is undergoing chemotherapy treatments for
esophageal cancer that was diagnosed in December.
Recently his wife Melanie has been diagnosed with an
estrogen based breast cancer. She had a mastectomy this
past Thursday and now will receive her own
chemotherapy treatments. Their address for cards is
1244A 190th Street, State Center, IA, 50247. They will
appreciate our prayers. There is a Go Fund Me support
fund for them. More information can be found at
www.TrinityLutheranSC.com.
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Men’s Club. For many years Ron lifeguarded and
managed the Red Bud Municipal Pool.
Ron was a loving husband, dedicated father and
proud grandfather. He took great joy in his children’s
academic, music, and athletic accomplishments, but
more importantly in his children’s walk with Christ. He
was an avid gardener. He had a keen sense of humor,
and a quick wit. His thoughtful response when asked
how he was doing was always, “I am content”. As he
joins his Heavenly Father his family and friends are sure,
now more than ever, that this statement is true.
On Wednesday evening June 21 God fulfilled His
baptismal promise to Ron and called him out of this
earthly life into His heavenly presence. On Tuesday,
June 27 we committed Ron’s body to the ground in the
certain hope of its resurrection to eternal life in Jesus
Christ our Lord.

In Memory of Ronald Adolph Snyder
Ronald Snyder was born on August 1, 1933, in
Columbus, Indiana, the son of John Edward Milton and
Lillian (Brawand) Snyder. He became a child of God
through the water and word of Holy Baptism on August
13, 1933 at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Columbus.
Having been instructed by Rev. Roy Guelzow, Ron
publicly confessed the Christian faith in the Rite of
Confirmation on March 30, 1947 at St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church in Columbus.
Ron married Eunice Koch on August 7, 1955 at St.
Peter’s. She survives at the home. Their marriage was
richly blessed with love, faithfulness, spirited
conversations, laughter and a large family with whom to
share the Christian faith. Ron is survived by their sons
Timothy Snyder and his wife Kate of Florissant,
Missouri, Joseph Snyder and his wife Lori of St.
Charles, Missouri, Mark Snyder and his wife Susan of
Cedarville, Michigan, and David Snyder and his wife
Kim of Red Bud,; and by his daughters Paula Wiley and
her husband Dean of Friendswood, Texas, Rachel Miller
and her husband Randy of Red Bud, and Mary Schnelle
and her husband Eric of Lockwood, Missouri. He also is
survived by 22 grandchildren Rebekah, Sarah, Daniel,
Hannah, Lydia, Christopher, Annie, Andrew, Kyle,
Maxwell, Nicholas, William, Grace, Luke, Zachary,
Jessica, Joshua, Jacob, Maria, Benjamin, Rachel, and
Katie. The family is also blessed with one greatgrandchild, Caitlyn, and another on the way. Other
survivors include his siblings Milton Snyder, John (Gini)
Snyder, and his sisters-in-law Anna Knuth and Theodora
Wallace, a brother-in-law, Rev. Larry Meinzen, and well
as many other nieces and nephews. In addition to his
parents Ron was preceded in death by his sons James
Snyder and Jonathan Snyder (in infancy).
Ron lived in Red Bud where he was a member of St.
John’s Lutheran Church. In May of 1955 he graduated
from Concordia Teachers College in River Forest,
Illinois, and was called to be Teacher at St. John’s
Lutheran Church and School in Red Bud. He continued
his education at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis where
he earned a Master of Arts Degree in Religion. He
furthered his education by taking numerous courses at
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. Ron faithfully
served as a teacher and Principal at St. John’s until his
“retirement” in 1998. In that retirement Ron was a
faithful substitute teacher at Christ Our Savior Lutheran
High School, St. John’s Lutheran School and Red Bud
High School until his passing. He also was active at St.
John’s in the Choir, as a Bible class leader and in the

For Your Summer Reading Pleasure
“The Book Nook” church library is open for your
use in the Fellowship Hall. Featured now is a new book
“The Messengers: Discovered” authored by Lisa Clark
(formerly of Waterloo) and published by CPH. It is
described as Christian, fiction and futuristic, especially
geared to youth. It is the first in what should be a very
interesting series of adventures.
July Assistants from the Altar Guild
Flower Servers: Kathy Rowold and Karen Wetzel
Chancel Paraments: Virginia Moeller
Communion Cloths: Lynn Langrehr
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Senior Youth Activities
We will not have a July meeting. We will meet again
the first Sunday in August. We had a very successful new
member night in June. We "kidnapped" 8 new members
and hosted a scavenger hunt and meal. Thank you to the
adult drivers who willingly gave up a Sunday evening to
drive a carload of teenagers around. What a huge help they
were!!
Please remember that all high school age students are
members of our Senior Youth and are invited to all our
events. We encourage all to become active in our youth
ministry. Yes, you can bring guests to meetings.
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will
renew their strength. Isaiah 40:30

Stewardship Thoughts from an Unlikely Source
Truth for life, even from a Christian perspective, can
be found in the strangest places. Take, for instance, the
June 2017 edition of Money magazine. I won’t quote the
title of the article in a church newsletter, but the purpose of
it is fixing our money mind-set. Here are a few quotes:
“A simple way to achieve greater money happiness?
Give to causes you believe in. Scientists have discovered
that charitable giving triggers activity in the same part of
the brain that controls our food and sex cravings.”
“A separate study by professors at Harvard, the
University of British Columbia and Simon Fraser
University (found that)…People who spent even modest
sums on others reported a greater sense of happiness than
those who spent a larger amount on themselves.”
“Gratitude is one of the strongest and most
transformative states of being. It shifts your perspective
from lack to abundance and allows you to focus on the
good in your life.”
Being grateful is more important than you might
think. Research by professors at Northeastern, Harvard, and
the University of California at Riverside found that
gratitude promotes patience and delayed gratification,
which can boost savings.”
What do you know? When we are a blessing to others
with the blessings God has given us, then we get even more
blessings in return!

St. Louis Cardinals Game on August 27
The St. Louis Cardinals have invited our students back
for another performance. Our students will sing on the field
for the August 27th game at 1:15 p.m. All students are
welcome to sing “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” during the
7th inning stretch. Each student will have to purchase a
ticket for the game. Ticket prices are $25 per ticket and
include a voucher for a FREE hot dog and soda. We would
like our school to be represented well and sing to impress.
These tickets SOLD OUT QUICKLY last year, so please
return your form as soon as possible for us to guarantee
tickets.
Lutheran Youth Ministries Summer Camp
“Survival Through Christ” is July 16-21st at Camp
Sherwood Forest in Cuivre River State Park, Troy,
Missouri for high school youth (Class of 2017 to 2021).
The cost is $135 for application postmarked by June 16,
$155 for those up to July 6 ($50 deposit due with
application). Forms are on the church bulletin board. See
Chelsea Nebel or contact Bob Milkert (618/558-8668 or
LTMCAMP@aol.com) or for more info.

Sat. July 1
Sun. July 2

Lutheran Church Extension Fund
Connect Plus: 3% fixed rate for 2-year note on first
$5000 for new LCEF investors 18 and older with $500
minimum to open. Call 800-843-5233 or visit
www.lcef.org.
Alzheimer’s Support Group Gathering
Program Facilitator Kathy Schmidt and Dr. Amy
Rohlfing will present the video “Grandpa, do you know
who I am?” (narrated by Maria Shriver) on Thursday, July
13 at 6:30 p.m. in the ground floor auditorium of Red Bud
Hospital. All are welcomed to attend. Light refreshments
will be served. Call Julie at 282-5456 for more information.

Acolyte Schedule
5 p.m. Hannah Sievers
8 a.m. Annelise Quinn
10:30 a.m. Addison Liefer

Sat. July 8
Sun. July 9

5 p.m. Kole Guebert
8 a.m. Konnor Stellhorn*
10:30 a.m. Ethan Fritsche*

Sat. July 15
Sun. July 16

5 p.m. Maggie DuFrenne
8 a.m. Claire Grohmann*
10:30 a.m. Ben DeRousse*

Sat. July 22
Sun. July 23

5 p.m. Wyatt Cowell*
8 a.m. Christian Stechmesser*
10:30 a.m. Jenna Salger*

Sat. July 29
Sun. July 30

5 p.m. Allyson Fruth
8 a.m. Kinley Bowles*
10:30 a.m. Sara Hewitt*

Sat. August 5
Sun. August 6

5 p.m. Adam Kiefer*
8 a.m. Makayla Whelan*
10:30 a.m. Jordyn Mulherin*
If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please switch
with another acolyte and contact the office with the change.
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Saturday, July 85:00 p.m. Divine Service
SUNDAY, July 98:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
Monday, July 10- Pastor Koen on vacation thru July 16
4-8 p.m. Book Night School Registration in gym lobby
8:00 p.m. Board of Education meeting in the library
Tuesday, July 119:30 a.m. Holy Communion at Red Bud Care Center
12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, July 129 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting
6:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting in the FH
7:00 p.m. Adult Instruction Class in the FH
Thursday, July 13- Mrs. Schneider on vacation thru 26th
1:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center at Baldwin
Saturday, July 155:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
SUNDAY, July 168:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service (Alternative)
Monday, July 177:00 p.m. Church Council meeting in the school library
Tuesday, July 1812:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, July 199 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting
Friday, July 216:00 p.m. Widdershiem/Schuchman wedding rehearsal
Saturday, July 222:00 p.m. Widdershiem/Schuchman wedding
5:00 p.m. Divine Service
SUNDAY, July 238:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
Tuesday, July 25- Deadline for July Epistle articles!
12:30 – 3:00 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall
1:30 p.m. Holy Communion Service at Garden Place
Wednesday, July 269 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting
Thursday, July 271:00 p.m. Sight Ministries Center at Baldwin
6:00 p.m. Adult Instruction Class in FH
7:00 p.m. Voters Assembly Meeting in the FH
Saturday, July 295:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
SUNDAY, July 308:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion

Worship Greeter Schedule
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1
Sat. July 1
5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried
Sun. July 2
8 a.m. Milton and Mary Ann Weber;
Clyde and Kathy Rowold
10:30 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers;
Vernon and Evelyn Muench
Sat. July 8
Sun. July 9

5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller
8 a.m. Wil and Martha Krick;
Cindy Steele and Olivia Schmitz
10:30 a.m. Bob and Arlene Pratt;
Omer and Neva Liefer

Sat. July 15
Sun. July 16

5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried
8 a.m. John and Norma Preston;
Loren Harms & Lois Mesnarich
10:30 a.m. Jackie Aubuchon;
Ron and Donna Burgdorf

Sat. July 22
Sun. July 23

5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller
8 a.m. Ken and Joan Voges; Lisa Quinn
10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel;
Ron and Diane Kunkelmann

Sat. July 29
Sun. July 30

5 p.m. Miriam Poston
8 a.m. Kalin and Kathy Liefer;
Gerald and Jill Hanebutt
10:30 a.m. Carl and Flo Zschiegner

Sat. August 5
Sun. August 6

5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried
8 a.m. Ken and Joan Ruwald;
Roger and Peggy Hanebutt
10:30 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers;
Vernon and Evelyn Muench

There is an opening in our 10:30 a.m. schedule for a couple
or for two individuals to serve as greeters. Please call the
church office if you are willing to help!
July Church and School Calendar
Saturday, July 12:00 p.m. Korey Koester-Felicia Lippert wedding
5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
SUNDAY, July 28:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Youth and Adult Bible class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
Tuesday, July 4- Happy Birthday America!
The office is closed.
Wednesday, July 59 a.m. – 3 p.m. Quilting in the Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Office staff meeting
6:00 p.m. Adult Instruction class in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Board of Elders meeting in the FH
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