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For Your Devotions 

From Lutheran Church Charities 

Wait – Part 2 

I waited patiently for the LORD; He turned to me 

and heard my cry. Psalms 40:1 

The Psalmist said: ‘I waited patiently for the Lord 

to help me, and He turned to me and heard my cry. He 

lifted me out of the pit of despair...He set my feet on 

solid ground and steadied me as I walked along. He has 

given me a new song to sing, a hymn of praise to our 

God. Many will see what he has done and be amazed’ 

(vv 1-3).Waiting means trusting that God knows what 

He’s doing, even when He doesn’t give you all the 

details. Perhaps you’re single and looking for someone 

to share your life with. Maybe there’s a relationship at 

your fingertips, but you know it wouldn’t be pleasing to 

God. It isn’t the right person, because he or she doesn’t 

share your values, goals, or commitment to Christ. 

Maybe they’re putting pressure on you to get involved 

sexually even though you’re not married. Sampling the 

product before you buy may be the world’s way, but you 

know it’s not God’s way. Still you’re tempted to think, 

‘I’m tired of waiting. I’m going to reach for whatever 

satisfaction I can get and worry about the consequences 

later.’ Samson did that and ended up losing his sight, his 

strength, his reputation, his freedom, and his life. Hold 

out for God’s best! Pray: ‘Lord, I don’t want to get 

involved in any relationship that I know would dishonor 

You, hurt me, and bring pain to the lives of others. You 

said the plans You have for me are good. So even though 

I sometimes feel no one understands how hard it is, I’ll 

trust in You and wait patiently.’ 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to WAIT upon You – 

for Your timing, for Your will. In Jesus’ Name, Amen 
   

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Please pardon me for a proud papa moment. Our 

daughter, Mary, went on a mission trip to South Africa 

during the first two weeks of June. This was the mission 

project of our Sunday School last year. A number of you 

assisted her group with a financial contribution. She was 

able to make a presentation on her trip to Adult Bible 

Class on July 24. She also will present to the Sunday 

School students sometime in the fall. The following is a 

thank you letter from her: 

“From the bottom of my heart, thank you! Thank 

you for the many prayers, kind words and donations I 

received from the members of St. John's for my recent 

trip to Ntshongweni Village, South Africa. The trip 

consisted of 21 team members ranging in ages from 2-

75, from six different Lutheran congregations, across 

two different states. We were able to put the roof on the 

new house for the Mchunu family, do painting and 

maintenance work at the crèche, and organize VBS. On 

the last day of VBS we had 100 children attend! We 

were also able to attend church at the local Lutheran 

church for the two Sundays we were there. This trip 

would not have been a success without all of the support 

we received from our local communities, and for that the 

entire team is so grateful. Thank you for partnering with 

me in this mission to be with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ in South Africa! I am more than happy to share 

more stories and pictures with anyone interested. Please 

continue to support the church outreach both domestic 

and internationally.” In Christ, Mary Nebel 

From her pictures, posts, phone calls and texts, her 

mother and I could tell that this was a life-affecting 

experience for her. 

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark Nebel 

The Epistle 
August 2016 

St. John’s Lutheran 
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www.stjohnsredbud.org 
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service to all people. 

Rev. Mark Nebel, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Russell Koen, Pastor 

Mrs. Deitt Schneider, Principal 

Mrs. Lindsey Hudak, Director of Parish Music 

mailto:office@stjohnsredbud.org
http://www.stjohnsredbud.org/


2 
 

At Rest in God’s Peace 

July 9 Richard Guebert, Sr. 

July 12 Earline Stamm 

Welcome to Our Family of Faith 

Scott Burmester, transfer in from Trinity, Prairie 

 

Capital Campaign News 

We thank all those who have made gifts to the 

Capital Campaign. We have received $3,050,000 in 

funding from this, memorials and other gifts for our 

church remodeling and school expansion. Please 

continue to fulfill the pledge that you made! We still 

need the offerings that were pledged. We expect to 

receive another $500,000 before the campaign ends in 

December. If you can add to the pledge you made or if 

you have joined our family of faith after the Capital 

Campaign began, this is the time we could use your 

support to cover our final costs. Blue envelopes are 

available in the entryway for your gift.  

 

Sunday Bible Class In The Fellowship Hall  

“The Gospel of John” is our topic for our Bible 

Class For All Ages in the Fellowship Hall this summer. 

This unique view of Jesus’ earthly ministry inspired by 

the Holy Spirit through the writing of “the disciple 

whom Jesus loved” is built around seven “signs,” or 

miracles that Jesus performed. We also hear Jesus in 

conversation with many who benefited from His 

miracles as well as those who opposed His ministry. 

This class meets from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 

Receive with meekness the implanted word, which is 

able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and 

not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. James 1:21b-22 

 

From the Principal’s Pen 

The joy and excitement of beginning a new school 

year is here! The teachers are busy preparing their 

classrooms. All the new books have arrived. New 

bulletin boards are being designed and displayed. The 

teachers are making home visits with their students.  

Yes, it is a great and exciting time to be a teacher! 

The theme for the new school year is “#In Christ 

We Can…Learn, Stand Firm, Serve, Worship, Pray, 

Love, Forgive, Rejoice and Witness.”  The Bible verse is 

from Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me.”  We pray that we serve as good 

examples of Christ in all that we do. 

One reason for the early preparations for the school 

year is that our congregation is hosting the Day of 

Spiritual Renewal for the Southern Illinois District on 

August 4. Approximately 200-225 people will be in 

attendance. The program is entitled “I have very good 

news for you!” presented by Dwight Shettler. The day 

will begin with registration at 8:30 a.m. followed by a 

Holy Communion service at 9 a.m., program at 10:30 

a.m., lunch at noon and closing at 1:30 p.m. Many 

thanks to Miriam Poston, the Evening Guild and Men’s 

Club for helping us serve our guests for the day with 

food. Many thanks to all who came to school to help 

prepare for the day by making sure the property was in 

great shape. All service is very much appreciated.  

I was officially notified by Roger Sprengel that our 

school was approved for re-accreditation. The national 

board met in St. Louis and approved the 

recommendation of our visiting team and SID team.  We 

have our work cut out for us as we complete the areas 

identified to make our school better. An official 

presentation will take place this fall with the new 

certificate. A notice will be given in the bulletin when 

this event will take place. 

The Daycare is expanding again!  The Daycare will 

once again use the rooms behind the old gym for classes.  

Space was needed for more 3- and 4-year-old so they 

could attend our Preschool. All summer the Daycare has 

been busy preparing the two rooms.  Hopefully they will 

be inspected the week of August 8 and be ready for 

classes on August 15. We are blessed to be able to 

provide this space to be used for the good of the Daycare 

and our school. 

Enrollment is once again up!  We are so blessed to 

have such a large group of students to fill our 

classrooms. Starting with our youngest students, we 

have 68 Daycare children who will not be enrolled in 

Preschool.  For 3-year-old Preschool class we have 20 

students and 29 students in the 4-year-old Preschool 

class.  Our Kindergarten will have 16, 1
st
 grade 21, 2

nd
 

grade 30 (two classrooms), 3
rd

 grade 18, 4
th
 grade 32 

(two classrooms), 5
th
 grade 16, 6

th
 grade 15, 7

th
 grade 16 

and 8
th
 grade 21.  The total at this time for the 2016-2017 

school year will be 302!  We are so blessed to be able to 

share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with His children each 

and every day.   

Please watch the bulletin, Epistle and Cougar 

Tracks for school events. You may also check the 

website for calendars published there. The first day of 

school will be August 16 beginning at 8:05 a.m. 

Enjoy the last days of summer with your family! 

In Jesus’ Name, Deitt Schneider 
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All You Can Eat 

Pancake & Sausage 

Breakfast 

Sunday, August 14, 2016 

St. John’s Lutheran School, Red Bud 

Serving 8:30 AM – 11 AM 

Adults $8; 10 & Under $6 
**Classrooms will be open for students to bring 

in their school supplies** 

Be ready to catch your breakfast, prepared for you 

by the famous Chris Cake crew! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yi4PUNI5OFs 
Benefitting the SJL Class of 2019 

Washington, DC Trip 

 

Sonshine Visitation 

With additions to the list of St. John’s members that 

we visit, we need more visitors to make those visits. If 

you know how much your elderly parent or grandparent 

appreciates having visitors, please consider being one of 

those visitors here for someone else’s family member. 

Contact Kathy Liefer if you can help.  

“Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a 

righteous life” Proverbs 16:29 

 

ROUNDUP AT THE 

LWML RANCH 
Evening Guild invites all women of St. 

John’s to an evening of  

Food, Fun, Fellowship & Inspiration. 

POLISH YOUR BOOTS… then 

mark your calendar for 

Tuesday, September 20!!!   

(More details coming) 

Evening Guild August News 

Southern Illinois District LWML Convention is 

September 16 & 17 at COSLHS in Evansville. The 

convention day will begin with morning worship at 8:30 

a.m. and is designed to help us see God’s blessings of 

love and grace to serve God.  Keynote speaker is author 

Katie Schuerman. Her message is entitled “Pew Sisters”!  

Friday evening activities begin at 7:00 p.m. and end with 

devotions at 9:00 p.m.  The $20 registration fee needs to 

be postmarked by August 15 and sent to Marie Voges. 

Quilting – summer schedule is Tuesdays from 1:00-3:30 

p.m. and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome! 

Baldwin Sight Center could use extra help during 

summer months.  Call Mary Ann Wegener (282-2893) 

or show up at church parking lot 2
nd

 & 4
th

 Thursdays at 

1:00 p.m.  

Evening Guild annual guest night with salad buffet is 

Tuesday, September 20 at 6:30 p.m.  Our western theme 

for the night is: “Round up at the LWML Ranch.   
SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! GLORIFY HIS NAME! 

“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman 

who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her of the fruit 

of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.” 

Proverbs 31:30-31 

Youth Life Event 

Our Junior and Senior Youth Groups will join 

together for an event on Saturday, August 6th. They will 

meet with Debbie Geist of Life Network at 7:30 a.m. for 

a tour of Life Network in Waterloo. Then they will go to 

the abortion clinic in Granite City for a prayer vigil for 

approximately 1-1/2 hours.  Junior Youth: please let 

Jennifer Roscow know if you would like to join us for 

this event. You can meet us in Waterloo at Life Network 

at 7:30 a.m. on that day. 

 

Senior Youth Activities 

 

After midnight on the morning of July 15 as our youth, 

their guests and adult chaperones prepare to leave for the 

LCMS National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. 

"Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 

faith, in purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12 

Welcome Back To School! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yi4PUNI5OFs
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Blanket Tie Day 

Blanket Tie Day is August 8 from 12:30 – 3 p.m., in 

the Fellowship Hall. Bring your scissors. A lot of tops 

have been made up since our last get together. The more 

help we have, the more blankets we can make to keep 

someone warm somewhere in this world. It is an easy 

task! Anyone can do it! Everyone is welcome to help 

with this mission project while enjoying good fellowship 

at the same time.   

 

Fourth Grade Open House 

The fourth grade teachers Mrs. Cindy Nebel, Mr. 

Bill Becker, and Mrs. Letcher (Becker math) will host an 

open house on Monday, August 15. Parents and students 

are welcome to come and hear each classrooms' 

expectations and how the year will progress from each of 

your child(ren)s teachers. We will start at 6 p.m. in the 

school's cafeteria. You may also bring your school 

supplies at this time.  

 

Officer And Board Member Retreat 

All elected officers and board members of the 

congregation will meet on Saturday, August 20 from 

8:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the school library. We will begin a 

review of our congregation’s constitution and by-laws. 

 

The Financial Picture Of Our Family Of Faith 

At the end of June we are running $224,171 behind 

on expenses compared to income for 2016. Our current 

deficit (building and operating expenses) is $1,721,813. 

Please consider how God blesses you so that you can be 

a blessing to others through your support of our 

congregation’s ministry.  

 

Christian Day At The Ballpark 

At Busch Stadium on Sunday, August 7, 1:15 p.m. 

the St. Louis Cardinals will play the Atlanta Braves. The 

St. Louis Heartland Region Thrivent Member Network 

is sponsoring this game as “Christian Day at the 

Ballpark.” Tickets are in the Pavilion and Terrace levels 

and can be purchased online at cardinals.com/thrivent. 

This will include an exclusive pre-game event in the 

Riverview Corner at the stadium with a free snack and 

soda and a chance to meet some Cardinal alumni. The 

post-game Christian Day program will include David 

Eckstein, Manager Mike Matheny and current Cardinal 

players. 

 

 

August Assistants from the Altar Guild 

Flower Servers: Irma Birkner and Sharon Koester 

Chancel Paraments: Irma Birkner 

Communion Cloths: Lynn Langrehr 

Script Cards 

Do your gift shopping in our school office. St. 

John’s gets a percentage of what you spend. We have 

Tequilas, IGA and N & B Fuel also as local businesses! 

 

Acolyte Schedule 

Sat. August 6 5 p.m. Hailey Guebert 

Sun. August 7 8 a.m. Katelyn Koester 

  10:30 a.m. Logan Cowell 

 

Sat. August 13 5 p.m. Cole Booker 

Sun. August 14 8 a.m. Dominick Liefer 

  10:30 a.m. Megan Schrader 

 

Sat. August 20 5 p.m. Chase Strong 

Sun. August 21 8 a.m. Taylor Pensoneau 

  10:30 a.m. Alyssa Cowell 

 

Sat. August 27 5 p.m. Allyson Fruth 

Sun. August 28 8 a.m. Konnor Stellhorn 

  10:30 a.m. Max Diewald 

 

Sat. Sept. 3 5 p.m. Kole Guebert 

Sun. Sept. 4 8 a.m. Brendan Harms 

  10:30 a.m. Ethan Fritsche 

If you are not able to serve when scheduled, please switch 

with another acolyte and contact the office with the change. 

 

Worship Greeter Schedule 

I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1  

 

Sat. August 6 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. August 7 8:00 a.m. Wil and Martha Krick;  

         Cindy Steele and Olivia Schmitz 

  10:30 a.m. Ken and Karen Wetzel; 

                       Ron and Diane Kunkelmann   

 

Sat. August 13 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sat. August 14 8 a.m. John and Norma Preston;  

   Loren Harms 

  10:30 a.m. Carl and Flo Zschiegner;  

   Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom 
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Sat. August 20 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. August 21  8 a.m. Ken and Joan Voges; Lisa Quinn 

  10:30 a.m. Larry and Cindy Ebers; 

   Vernon and Evelyn Muench 

 

Sat. August 27 5 p.m. Virginia and Mark Moeller 

Sun. August 28 8 a.m. Kalin and Kathy Liefer;  

   Gerald and Jill Hanebutt  

            10:30 a.m. Bob and Arlene Pratt; 

   Omer and Neva Liefer  

 

Sat. Sept. 3 5 p.m. Harold and Deb Siegfried 

Sun. Sept. 4  8 a.m. Ken and Joan Ruwald; 

        Roger Hanebutt and Lois Mesnarich 

  10:30 a.m. Jackie Aubuchon; 

   Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

 

August Church and School Calendar 

Monday, August 1-  

7:00 p.m. Board of Elders meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Kindergarten orientation in the school cafeteria 

Wednesday, August 3- 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

6:00 p.m. Adult Instruction Class in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 4- 

8:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. S. Illinois District Day of Spiritual Renewal 

Friday, August 5- 

6:00 p.m. Hanebutt-Mastrantuono wedding rehearsal 

Saturday, August 6- 

7:30 a.m. Youth Life Outing in Waterloo and Granite City 

2:00 p.m. Hanebutt-Mastrantuono wedding 

5:00 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

SUNDAY, August 7-  

8 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

9:30 a.m. Bible Class for all ages in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service  

2 p.m. Pastor has devotional service at Red Bud Care Center 

7 p.m. Senior Youth meets in the school cafeteria 

Monday, August 8- 

7 p.m. Sunday School Teachers’ meeting at school 

Tuesday, August 9- 

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion at Red Bud Care Center 

Wednesday, August 10- 

8 a.m. Faculty meeting at school 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

7 p.m. Board of Parish Education meeting 

Thursday, August 11- 

10 a.m. Baseball and Softball at Marissa Tournament 

1 p.m. Sight Ministries Center (meet in church lot) 

2 p.m. Baseball and Softball at Marissa Tournament 

6:30 p.m. Men’s Club meeting and BBQ at Lions Park 

Saturday, August 13- On vacation: Pastor Nebel thru the 15
th 

TBD- Baseball and Softball at Marissa Tournament 

5 p.m. Divine Service  

SUNDAY, August 14-  

8 a.m. Divine Service  

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion  

Monday, August 15- 

8 a.m. Faculty meeting at school 

6:30 p.m. Building Committee meeting at school 

7 p.m. Church Council meeting in school library 

Tuesday, August 16- 

8:30 a.m. Opening School Service at church 

4:15 p.m. Baseball and Softball at Red Bud Catholic 

Wednesday, August 17- 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

4:15 p.m. Baseball and Softball at Red Bud Elementary 

Thursday, August 18- 

4:15 p.m. Baseball and Softball versus St. Mark’s 

Saturday, August 20- 

8:30-11:30 a.m. Officers/Boards Retreat (library) 

5 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

SUNDAY, August 21-  

8 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service (Alternative & Staff Rededication) 

Tuesday, August 23- 

1:30 p.m. Holy Communion Service at Garden Place 

4:15 p.m. Baseball and Softball at Chester Lutheran 

Wednesday, August 24- 

8:30 a.m. School Chapel in the church 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. Public School 6-8
th

 grades Confirmation 

Thursday, August 25-  

Deadline for September Epistle articles! 

1 p.m. Sight Ministries Center (meet in church lot) 

4:15 p.m. Baseball and Softball versus Evansville 

Friday, August 26- 

Trinity-Edwardsville Baseball Tournament  

Saturday, August 27- 

Cross Country SIU-Edwardsville meet   

5 p.m. Divine Service  

SUNDAY, August 28- 

8 a.m. Divine Service  

9:25 a.m. Rally Day Sunday School Opening 

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

1 p.m. St. John’s school students sing at Cardinals’ game 

Monday, August 29- 

4:30 p.m. Baseball verses St. Libory 

Wednesday, August 31- 

8:30 a.m. School Chapel in the church 

10:30 a.m. Office Staff meeting 

3:30 p.m. Public School Junior Confirmation 

4:30 p.m. Baseball and Softball versus St. James 


