
   A young man had been to Wednesday 
night Bible Study. The Pastor had shared about 
listening to God and obeying the Lord's voice. 
The young man couldn't help but wonder, "Does 
God still speak to people?" After service he went 
out with some friends for coffee and pie and they 
discussed the message.  Several different ones 
talked about how God had led them in different 
ways.  It was about ten 'clock when the young 
man started driving home.  Sitting in his car, he 
just began to pray, "God.  If you still speak to 
people, speak to me. I will listen. I will do my 
best to obey." As he drove down the main street 
of his town, he had the strangest thought, to stop 
and buy a gallon of milk.  He shook his head and 
said out loud, "God is that you?"  He didn't get a 
reply and started on toward home.  But again, he 
thought, buy a gallon of milk.  The young man 
thought about Samuel and how he didn't recog-
nize the voice of God, and how little Samuel ran 
to Eli. "Okay, God, in case that is you, I will buy 
the milk." It didn't seem like too hard a test of 
obedience. He could always use the milk.  He 
stopped and purchased  the gallon of milk and 
started off toward home.  As he passed Seventh 
Street, he again felt the urge, "Turn down that 
street." "This is crazy," he thought and drove on 
past the intersection.  Again, he felt that he 
should turn down   Seventh Street.  At the next 
intersection, he turned back and headed down 
Seventh.  Half jokingly, he said out loud, "Okay, 
God, I will." He drove several blocks, when sud-
denly, he felt like he should stop. He pulled over 
to the curb and looked around.  He was in semi-
commercial area of town.  It wasn't the best, but 
it wasn't the worst of neighborhoods either. The 
businesses were closed and most of the houses 
looked dark like the people were already in bed. 
Again, he sensed something, "Go and give the 
milk to the people in the house across the 
street."  The young man looked at the house. It 
was dark and it looked like the people were either 

gone or they were already asleep. He started to 
open the door and then sat back in the car seat. 
"Lord, this is insane.  Those people are asleep and 
if I wake them up, they are going to be mad and I 
will look stupid." Again, he felt like he should go 
and give the milk. Finally, he opened the door, 
"Okay God, if this is you, I will go to the door and 
I will give them the milk.  If you want me to look 
like a crazy person, okay.  I want to be obedient.  I 
guess that will count for something but if they 
don't answer right away, I am out of here." He 
walked across the street and rang the bell.  He 
could hear some noise inside.  A man's voice 
yelled out, "Who is it?  What do you want?" Then 
the door opened before the young man could get 
away.  The man was standing there in his jeans 
and T-shirt.  He looked like he just got out of 
bed.  He had a strange look on his face and he 
didn't seem too happy to have some stranger 
standing on his doorstep. "What is it?" The young 
man thrust out the gallon of milk, "Here, I 
brought this to you." The man took the milk and 
rushed down a hall way speaking loudly in Span-
ish. Then from down the hall came a woman car-
rying the milk toward the kitchen. The man was 
following her holding a baby. The baby was cry-
ing. The man had tears streaming down his 
face. The man began speaking and half crying, 
"We were just praying.  We had some big bills this 
month and we ran out of money.  We didn't have 
any milk for our baby.  I was just praying and ask-
ing God to show me how to get some milk."  His 
wife in the kitchen yelled out, "I ask him to send 
an Angel with some.  Are you an Angel?" The 
young man reached into his wallet and pulled all  
the money he had on him and put it in the man's 
hand. He turned and walked back toward his car 
and the tears were streaming down his face.  He 
knew that God still answers prayers.  
 
"God doesn't want us to do great things, only small things 

with great love."         -----Mother Theresa 
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From the desk of Pastor Nebel: 
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 “Traveling Thoughts”  
  

 I write this as with just a few minutes left 
before I leave town for vacation. The summer 
months are slipping by and school with all of its ac-
tivities soon will begin. I hope that you have had op-
portunities to enjoy God’s gifts of rest and recrea-
tion, friends and family, the wonders of nature and 
the refreshment of worship during these past weeks. 
 First, a big thank you to all who worked so 
hard on our Vacation Bible School in June. Jennifer, 
Amy and their staff did a great job! It was wonderful 
to see so many children here to learn more about 
Jesus our Savior.  
 Second, another big thank you to our staff 
and volunteers who worked together to convert our 
school’s computer lab into our new 4th grade class-
room. This has enabled us to make some classroom 
changes that have opened up the former kindergar-
ten classroom for our daycare. Thank you to the PTL 
for providing some funding for this project. A new 
mobile computer lab will meet one of our future 
goals and provide laptop computers to be used by 
our students in their classrooms. 
 While the new room already is being used, 
we look forward to welcoming new staff and chil-
dren to our daycare ministry on August 15. We acted 
in response to a need we have had for awhile. We 
also listened to parents who wanted to have their 
children in our preschool but needed daycare for 
them when preschool is not in session. There remain 
children on our waiting list and further expansion is 
being explored. 
 Speaking of thank yous, we received one 
from Immanuel Lutheran Church in Joplin, Missouri. 
Our Estate Fund Committee provided some emer-
gency financial assistance after that community was 
hit by a devastating tornado in May. A recent letter 
from Immanuel’s pastor, Rev. Greg Mech, details 
what is happening there: 

Initially, we set up the gym for donations of 
relief supplies. Supplies soon filled the gym, 
and the classrooms were piled to the ceiling. A 
medical team arrived and established a clinic in 
several of the classrooms. Utility vehicles  

    arrived , and we began sending out teams                                                               
   with supplies, food, and water into neighbor-
hoods where other vehicles could not travel. 
Area churches began sending meals to serve from 
the school kitchen. Pastors and counselors with 
crisis training came to listen and pray with hurt-
ing people. Volunteers arrived to help in a variety 
of ways. Plans for future and ongoing needs such 
as child care continue.   

 We pray that the favor we have done for oth-
ers in their time of need does not have to be returned 
to us in the future, but we know that our fellow believ-
ers in Christ Jesus will be prepared to help us in our 
time of need. 
      

   Your servant in Christ, 
  

   Pastor Mark Alan Nebel 



Page 3 Page 3 Epistle 

From The Desk of Pastor Koen: 

When I was growing up near Millstadt, there were 

not many restaurants in the immediate area at that time. You 

would think we like to eat out with the amount of restaurants 

available in our culture. But how do you decide which is 

your favorite restaurant? 

When I was in grade school we would gather in this 

small restaurant after a basketball game for hamburgers fries 

and a shake. By the time I got to High School A&W Root 

Bear stands along with McDonald’s came to Belleville and 

eventually Steak n Shake followed later. 

As time went along the variety of restaurants grew 

to what seems to be almost endless. But how do you decide 

which one to eat at?  For me the one thing that either makes 

or breaks a restaurant is the bread. We rarely had a meal 

without bread of some sort with each meal. Even today you 

can order bread sticks with your pizza. 

Laurie and I went to a fancy restaurant for our anni-

versary/vacation this summer.  The food wasn’t that good, 

but the bread made the meal. They served the BEST BREAD 

I HAVE HAD FOR SOME TIME.  It was served in small 

two inch loaves. It had small bits of raisin and mixed nuts. I 

must have eaten five or six loaves of bread before the main 

course was served. The waitress packed up a small bag of 

bread for us to take with us. Bread is an important staple to 

our health.  

The bread we make and eat with our hands may sat-

isfy our needs for a short period of time, but we will grow 

hungry in a few hours. 

Jesus offers us the bread from heaven that nourishes 

not only our physical needs for a few hours, but His bread 

nourishes our lives for eternity.  He tells us “I am the Bread 

of Life whoever comes to Me shall not hunger and who-

ever believes in Me shall never thirst.”  

On the night of His betrayal, Jesus took BREAD, 

gave thanks and gave it to His disciples and said: “This is 

My Body which is given for you.” 

Paul continues teach us in his letter to the church at 

Corinth:  “For as long as you eat this BREAD and drink 

this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” 

In the Holy BREAD/WINE (His Body and Blood) of the 

Lord’s Super, Jesus assures us that we are forgiven for all the 

times we have not lived up to the perfect expectations of 

God’s Holy Law. He assures us that He will strengthen our 

faith so we will confess our sins and seek the assurance of 

His promise of eternal life.  He assures us that He is with us 

at all times for all times and we will be with Him for all 

times in His eternal Kingdom.  

Daily BREAD is important for our daily health but 

nothing can prepare us to receive the eternal blessings that 

Jesus provides us through the gifts He gives us through the 

BREAD/Wine (His Body and Blood) of the Lord’s Supper.  

   Your Brother in Christ, 

  Pastor Russell E. Koen  

 

 

We Are Invited 

 

“Are We Still Fighting the Crusades?” Lay 

Bible Institute, Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis, August 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Dr. 

Paul Robinson, presenter (college and 

seminary classmate of Pastor Nebel); $20 

registration due by August 10 at 314/505-

7486 

“The Greatest Race” marriage retreat at Trout 

Lodge in Potosi, Missouri, September 30-

October 1; $220 for overnight stay, 3 

meals, sessions and materials. Sponsored 

by Faith Lutheran Church in Oakville. 

Register online at www.faithfstl.org or by 

calling 314/375-1122. 

LutherHostel, “Public Service and My Lu-

theran Faith” with Congressman John 

Shimkus, October 1-4 at Concordia Semi-

nary; $325 for registration and meals; 

housing available for extra cost; registra-

tion due by September 15 at ce@csl.edu 

or 314/505-7486. 

Lutheran Older Adult Retreat (50+), October 

19-20, Pere Marquette Lodge, Grafton, 

Dr. Paul Maier, keynote speaker; Regis-

tration (due by Oct. 12) is $90 plus hous-

ing at the lodge (due by Sept. 19), forms 

available on the district web site 

www.sidlcms.org. 

http://www.faithfstl.org
mailto:ce@csl.edu


The Altar flower servers for August are Betty 
Schmitz and Olivia Schmitz Please call the of-
fice @ 282-3873 if  you wish to donate flowers 
or have questions concerning flowers. 

 

Altar Guild Flower Servers 
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Gifts and Giving 

Total basket and envelope of-

fer ings for  July  were 

$53,318.07 and will be dis-

bursed as follows: General 

Fund:$41,108.07; School: 

$2,155.; Debt:$9,930.; School 

library: $25.; Sch. Oper.:$100. 

Tripp Stevenson Frantz 
June 5, 2005 

 
Levi Nathaniel Nagel    

July 3, 2011 
 

Carson Jacob Bowles    
July 17, 2011 

 

Baptisms 

The next Lutheran’s for Life meet-

ing will be September 27th at 6:30 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Wayne Stellhorn 

June 6, 2011 
 

Marge Schrieber 
June 14, 2011 

 

 

Deaths 

CONGREGATION ASKED TO HELP: 

PERSONAL CARE KITS will be made up for World Relief and the congregation is asked to help the 

Evening Guild with this worthwhile project. Items are needed by this October. However, anyone can 

start NOW to donate items and place them in the large baskets at church marked for this cause. If 

someone would like to only donate 1 or 2 items instead of the whole kit, simply place the items in 

the baskets and the Guild will complete the kit as needed. Items requested are: one light or medium 

weight bath towel (approx. 52‖ x 27‖) dark color recommended; two 4-5oz. bars soap in original 

wrapping; one adult sized toothbrush in original packaging; one sturdy comb (remove the packaging); 

one metal nail clippers—remove packaging;  When completing the kit, do not add other items or 

leave out any of the above items.  All items should be new.  Wrap items in towel, tie securely with 

ribbon or yarn. Do NOT use plastic bags. ALSO NEEDED are donations of $3 to cover the cost of 

shipping for each kit. If anyone would like to donate the $3, simply place it in a plain envelope, mark 

it ―World Relief Kits‖ and place it in the collection plate or give it to an Evening Guild member. A 
special THANK YOU to everyone for helping with this project. With all of the trouble elsewhere in 

the world regarding the severity of storms and other troubling happenings, there are a lot of people 

left without even something with which to keep themselves clean.  



 What a busy summer we have had at school!  The 
classroom switches have been completed and now every-
one is busy getting their rooms ready for the new school 
year.  The Daycare 3 and 4 year olds now occupy the pre-
vious Kindergarten room, Kindergarten is in the previous 
1st grade room, 1st grade is in the previous 2nd grade room, 
2nd grade is in the previous 4th grade room and 4th grade is 
in the previous computer lab and tutor room!  Whew, 
what a lot of work!  The teachers and trustees went above 
and beyond the call of duty to work so hard to accomplish 
our mission and it is wonderful!  The new 4th grade room 
had the old walls taken down, new flooring, paint and 
closets added, new cabinets and countertop installed and a 
new rug and curtains will complete the room.  It looks 
great!  As I mentioned, the project was a lot of work but I 
feel everyone pitched in to make it work.  Thank you 
teachers, Daycare staff, trustees, PTL and Loren for all the 
extra work you accomplished this summer for our school 
expansion.  The Daycare will be able to increase the 3 and 
4 year old capacity to 20 to increase our Preschool enroll-
ment.  The new license for the Daycare room was issued 
so the room is already being used.    The project cost us 
less than expected and we are thankful for the PTL for 
funding the expansion.  Praise be to God for all the work 
accomplished to bring more children to our school and to 
have them to know Him as their Lord and Savior. 
 What happened to the computer lab?  While Mr. 
Becker has taken over this room, what is to happen to our 
technology plan?  The computers in the lab were distrib-
uted between all the classrooms as the teachers had need 
for them.  A mobile station was purchased with 20 lap top 
computers which will be taken to each classroom for class.  
Wireless routers were purchased to have internet connec-
tion possible.  The project was funded by using technology 
and PTL money.  Many thanks to Mr. Mike DeRousse and 
the technology committee for helping to purchase, set up 
and organize the computer station.  The entire school will 
have a new experience when using the computer station. 
 The new school year theme is “A Rainbow of 
Promises” based on Ps. 145:13b, “The Lord is faithful to 
His promises and loving toward all He has made.”  
Throughout the year we will look at people in the Bible 
who received or followed His promises; Adam and Eve, 
Noah, Abraham, Jacob, King David, Mary and Joseph, the 
12 disciples and Paul.  Bible verses will be recited during 
morning prayers to teach us of the promises made using 
the rainbow as a reminder.  The faculty and staff look for-
ward to teaching and learning about God’s great promises 
to us! 

 Our enrollment will be up!  While I do not 
have a complete report to give you because not all stu-
dents have registered, it appears that we are heading in 
the right direction.  Please watch the September Epis-
tle for the final count. 
 Each year our students take Achievement tests 
and it is always good to see how well they have done.  
I have included our results from 2010, 2011 and a 
comparison with other Lutheran Schools in the area 
(Holy Cross, Collinsville/ Salem, Florissant/St. Paul, 
Jackson, MO/Trinity, Edwardsville/Zion, Belleville.)  
The results show us what we are doing well and what 
areas need improvement. 

 

 Total School Percentile Report 

Percentage of students who scored at or  

above the 50th percentage. 

Subject     2010           2011   2011 Comparison 

Reading       77             73  77 

Language     80             79  78 

Math        84             81  79 

Science        76             82  82 

Social Studies76             79  82 

Composite    84             84  83 

 

 Personally, Bruce and I are looking forward to 

the wedding of our son Jonathan to Krissy Hackstadt 

on Aug. 20, 2011.  The summer has been busy making 

plans and with a few short weeks to go, we still have 

many tasks to complete.  I am sure that as the time 

approaches, everything will be in place.  We pray for 

God’s blessings upon this young couple and we ask 

for your prayers as well. 

 May God bless you with many wonderful days 

as the summer season comes to an end.  Be safe and 

stay cool! 

 

   In Christ, 

   Deitt Schneider 

 

P.S.  Washington D.C. dates for next year are April 22

-April 29, 2012.  Please call me at school if you are 

interested in joining us.  A list of participants will need 

to be sent to Washington by mid-October.  We would 

love to have you join us.  The Class of 2012. 

From the Principal: 
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Aug. 9  8:30-2:30 am Day of Spiritual Renewal @ Trinity Nashville 

Aug. 11  9:00 am Faculty Meeting 

  BB/SB @ Marissa – TBA 

Aug. 13 BB/SB @ Marissa – TBA 

Aug. 15 8:00 am Faculty Meeting 

Aug. 16 8:30 am Opening Chapel  - First Day of School – Dismiss @ 9:20 am  

Aug. 17 First Full Day of School (lunch is served) 

Aug. 18 4:15 pm SB @ Trinity 

  BB Tourn. @ Mascoutah – TBA 

Aug. 19 4:15 pm BB @ St. Libory 

Aug. 20  BB Tourn. @ Mascoutah – TBA 

Aug. 2  8:30 am Chapel Service 

Aug. 2   4:15pm BB/SB @ H vs Coulterville 

Aug. 2  SB Tourn. @ Tamora – TBA (3 games)  

Aug. 2  10:30 am Teacher Rededication Service  

Aug. 2  4:15 pm BB/SB ―B‖ Team @ H vs PDR 

Aug. 3  4:15 pm BB/SB @ H vs Prarie DuRocher 

Aug. 3  8:30am Chapel Service 

  4:15 pm BB/SB @ H vs St. James  

*August Chapel will be donated to Prison Ministry 

September 

Sept. 4   10:30am Sunday school Kick-Off (No Sunday School) 

Sept. 5  NO SCHOOL  - Labor Day 

Sept. 18  10:30am  - All students grades k-8 sing in church) 

Sept. 20  Book Reveal – Together We Read 

Sept. 23   Grandparents / Special Guest Day—12:30 Start—1:30 Program—2:00 Treat 

Sept. 29-30  SID/CID Springfield 

*September Chapel will be donated to Unity 

 
Theme for the 2011-2012 School Year: 

―A Rainbow of Promises‖ - "The Lord is Faithful to His Promises and Loving toward All He has made." - 
The bible characters whom we will focus our attention on are Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, 

King David, Mary and Joseph, the 12 disciples, and Paul. 
 

See reverse side for Box tops  for Education ideas!! 

Save the Date! 
8th grade BBQ 

September 11th!! 
(In the school parking lot) 

 

All proceeds will go directly into their 8th 
grade class trip fund to Washington D.C. 

Watch the Cougar Tracks and the  
Bulletin for more details!. 
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August Acolyte Schedule 2011 

06-Aug Saturday 5:00 Jared Schneider 

07-Aug Sunday 8:00 Briana Becker 

07-Aug Sunday 10:30 Brenden Heller 

 

13-Aug Saturday 5:00 Andrew Quinn 

14-Aug Sunday 8:00 Derek Voges 

14-Aug Sunday 10:30 Ciara Hogendobler 

 

20-Aug Saturday 5:00 Taylor Dilley 

21-Aug Sunday 8:00 Clara Nebel 

21-Aug Sunday 10:30 Savanah Cowell 

 

27-Aug Saturday 5:00 Nik Stechmesser 

28-Aug Sunday 8:00 Tanner VanDorn 

28-Aug Sunday 10:30 Daulton Neuhaus 



August Greeter Schedule 2011 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

06-Aug Saturday 5:00 Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

07-Aug Sunday 8:00 Ken and Joan Voges; Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

07-Aug Sunday 10:30  Cliff and Arlou Papenberg 
 

13-Aug Saturday 5:00 Virginia and Mark Moeller 

14-Aug Sunday 8:00 Kalin and Kathy Liefer; Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

14-Aug Sunday 10:30  Jackie Esker; Ron and Donna Burgdorf 
 

20-Aug Saturday 5:00 Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

21-Aug Sunday 8:00 Lois Mesnarich, Roger Hanebutt; Ken and Joan Ruwald 

21-Aug Sunday 10:30  Bob and Joyce Carnahan; Ken and Karen Wetzel 
 

27-Aug Saturday 5:00 Virginia and Mark Moeller 

28-Aug Sunday 8:00 Milton and Mary Ann Weber; Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

28-Aug Sunday 10:30  Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom; Carl and Flo Zschiegner 
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St. John’s Lutheran School 

19th Annual Golf Scramble 

Saturday, September 24, 2011  

North County Country Club, Red Bud, Illinois 
18 Hole Scramble 

Check-In & Registration at 8:30 a.m. 
Tee-off  promptly at 9:00 a.m. 

 
$235 per team which includes green fees, golf  cart, 

refreshments and meal. Register early… only 18 
 teams in tournament to ensure quick pace of  play. 

 
Prizes will be awarded for two flights. 

 
Additional Senior Division Flight for teams with a 

combined total age over 200 years. Cost for entry in 
 this flight is $25 per team. 

 
If  you have questions, contact  
Eric Fritsche at 618.410.5989 

 
Please make checks payable to St. John's Lutheran School 

and send with registration form by 
September 16, 2011 to: 

104 E.S. 6th Street 
Red Bud, IL 62278 

 
All proceeds benefit 

St. John's Lutheran School Athletic Fund 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Save Time-No Waiting in Line 
 

Pre-register by completing this form & submitting 
payment by September 16th. 

 
 

Team-$235 
 

Golfer: ____________________________________ 
Golfer: ____________________________________ 
Golfer: ____________________________________ 
Golfer: ____________________________________ 

 
Number of  Carts Needed: _________ 
 

 Hole Sponsorship -$50 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Entry in the Sr. Division -$25 
 
Yes: _____  No:_____ 
 
Mulligans (2 per golfer) - $20 per team 
 
Yes: _____  No: _____ 
 
Skins – 100% payout - $20 per team 
 
Yes: _____  No: _____ 
 
Total Enclosed _________________ 



God's Ways  
I asked for Strength.........And God gave me Difficulties to make me strong.  

I asked for Wisdom...........And God gave me Problems to solve.  

I asked for Prosperity.......And God gave me Brain and Brawn to work.  

I asked for Courage..........And God gave me Danger to overcome.  

I asked for Love.............And God gave me Troubled people to help.  

I asked for Favors..........And God gave me Opportunities.  

I got nothing I wanted ......but I received everything I needed! 


