
 I desire to do your will, O my 

God; your law is within my heart." 

Psalms 40:8 

 Embarking on a rafting trip 

with friends, author John Blumberg 

observed: ‘We had a hard time get-
ting away from shore…there ap-
peared to be enormous momentum 
keeping us grounded. Slowly it got 
easier and we decided to relax. And 
it was during our moment of pause 
that reality set in concerning our 
ever-so-gentle-drift out to sea. We 
immediately…grasped for safety, one 
arm holding the raft, the other ag-
gressively swimming. Twenty minutes 
later we’d made minimal progress. A 
lifeguard in a kayak appeared, and, 
comforted by his presence, we 
lightly commented about our distance 
from shore. But he wasn’t laughing! 
Orange [markers] had warned us not 
to go beyond them, but we ignored 
them and drifted five times further 
out than we should. The lifeguard 
didn’t leave, but he didn’t assist us 
either. Forty-five minutes later I 
walked ashore…shaking from exhaus-
tion.’ We don’t run away from our val-

ues, we drift away and wake up in 

places we never meant to. Sin is sub-

tle; it lulls you into thinking you have 

it all together, then one day you dis-

cover you’re in over your head. God’s 

Word is our safety marker. The 

Psalmist said, ‘I take joy in doing your 

will…for your instructions are written 

on my heart.’ The Hebrew word for 

‘heart’ means gut. It was used like we 

describe the heart as the core of our 

emotions. The Psalmist’s thinking and 

emotions were so sharpened by Scrip-

ture, it became ‘…part of [his]… being’ 

(TM). As a believer, God’s Word 

should be so ingrained in your heart 

that you want to do what’s right, and 

‘take joy’ in doing His will. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, help me from drift-

ing away from You and guide me back 

to safe ground where You stand. In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen 
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From The Desk of  Pastor Nebel: 

“Life Is Better With Sun(Son)light” 

 I have a small plant in my office. I forget from 

where it came. I don’t know what type it is. For the 

longest time I had it sitting inside the pot of a larger 

plant that sits against the wall behind my desk.  

 That poor plant appeared pathetic and puny. It 

finally got through my thick head that this plant needed 

sunlight. I opened the shades a little and set that potted 

plant on the ledge. I was amazed at the difference. 

Within two days this plant doubled in size. It also de-

veloped a bright green glow to its color. The simple 

answer to its problem was that it needed the warmth 

and light of the sun. 

 This month summer comes to an official end. 

On the 22nd we will have the same amount of daylight 

as darkness. The days are getter shorter as we enter the 

fall season. The lack of light that is coming will trouble 

people who have SAD (“Seasonal Affective Disor-

der”). We all feel better when the sun is shining and 

are gloomier when the days are cloudy.  

 The same is true of our spiritual lives. We all 

need the light of the Son, that is, God’s Son, Jesus 

Christ. The light of His love for us warms our lives. 

The light of His Word to us guides our lives. What a 

difference we experience in our lives when we read 

God’s written Word, the Holy Bible, and learn of 

God’s living Word, Jesus Christ!  

 I invite you to take part in one of our Bible 

studies as we begin a new year of Christian education 

here at St. John’s this month. There are classes for chil-

dren, youth and adults on Sundays from 9:30 to 10:15 

a.m. A women’s class meets on Wednesday mornings. 

I have classes on Wednesday evenings and early 

Thursday mornings. Our Men’s Bible Breakfast is the 

1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month. If you can’t find a 

time or class that works for you, talk to me and we can 

start something new.  

  Give the Holy Spirit a chance to work the 

light of God’s love for us through Jesus in our lives by 

the power of His Word! 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Nebel 
 

Capital Campaign Update: “Prayer, Presence,  
Presents and Priorities” 

  
We are working with Capital Funding Services, a division 
of Lutheran Church Extension Fund, on a capital cam-
paign to raise funds for possible building expansion at 
school, interior and exterior improvements at church and 
expanded parking at both buildings. 
 The Rev. Dr. John Sproul, our campaign con-
sultant, was our guest preacher on August 24-25. He led 
our Leadership Team in a training session on the after-
noon of August 25. That team will be commissioned in 
our worship services on September 8. Dr. Sproul will 
preach again on September 21-22 and will continue train-
ing sessions on September 22 and 23. 
 We thank those who have agreed to work on 
this project. More members of St. John’s are being re-
cruited to help. Please prayerfully consider being part of 
this effort for the good of our family of faith. More de-
tails will be available in special campaign newsletters that 
will be published over the next few months. 

 

 
Project Connect Rack 

 Lutheran Hour Ministries publishes many 
booklets dealing with the issues that we face in our daily 
Christian lives. Our Men’s Club here at St. John’s pays 
for a number of those booklets to be available to us. 
They are in the Project Connect Rack in the school 
cafeteria outside of the gym. 
 That rack has been restocked with booklets. 
New editions include “What Happens When I Die?,” 
“Victim, Validated, Victorious,” “Strength and Honor: 
The Spiritual Warfare Against Pornography,” and 
“Comebacks (how to get back up after life knocks you 
down).” We thank our Men’s Club for providing these 
booklets to us. 



Little Bit of Haven.... 
 

This place will provide a home away from home for families traveling to St Louis from afar with a seriously ill or injured 
family member requiring a hospital stay.  Since St Louis is recognized as having some of the best doctors in the nation, it 
is not uncommon for families to travel hundreds or thousands of miles away for the best care.  Little Bit of Haven offers 
a 6 bedroom, 3 story home, available 24 hours a day, within walking distance to St Louis Children's and Barnes-Jewish 
Hospitals.  This allows family members to stay close by enabling them to communicate with doctors as well as be there 
for their loved one at any time of day.  Being so close is just as important as the actual medical care they receive.  When 
families are faced with medical crisis, the last thing they should have to think about is where they can afford to stay, 
where they will do their laundry, where they will get their next meal or where they can lay their heads.  A Little Bit of 
Haven seeks to provide just that, rest and peace, at little or sometimes no cost, depending on the situation. They are part 
of the Acts 1:8 Mission Society which is a service organization under The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 
 

The senior youth has participated in a couple work days at this house.  We've painted, cleaned windows, cut and laid tile 
for a back splash, cleaned floors, moved furniture, etc (anything to help).  They are hoping to open the house as soon as 
possible this fall.  There is a wish list of items they could use to help supply the needs of families that use the home.  I'll 
list it below.  If there's anything you can do, contact me and I'll put you in touch with them.  Or, if you are on facebook, 
you can check out their facebook page called Little Bit of Haven. 
 

Adopt a room 
There are three bedrooms available to adopt at $750 each.  In return, your group will be able to pick a verse to name the 
room.  For example, John 3:16.  We will put a sign on the door and this will be the room’s name.  Our prayer is that visi-
tors will find comfort in the verse. 
$750 will purchase curtains for the windows, comforters, 3 sets of sheets for each bed, pillows, a Rug, mattress covers, 
pillow protectors, extra blankets as well as any decorations that are needed. 
 
Donations 
Furniture:  2 traditional 8X10 area rugs (not modern), 3 traditional 5X7 area rugs, 5 small night stands for bedrooms, 1 
small antique looking coffee table for the living room, 2 large comfortable matching sitting chairs or sturdy love seat, 6 
Lamps (floor or Table), a Full Size Mattress (we have box spring) , Canvas that we can have painted for artwork in the 
parsonage, small baskets that we can put toiletries and food in to offer to guests. 
Monetary gifts or Giftcards: this would allow us to purchase furniture at thrift shops, garage sales, etc.  and Giftcards to 
Aldi, Shop n’ Save, Schnucks, Target and Home Depot will allow us to purchase food and supplies. 
Supplies: Travel size toiletries, Detergent, Dryer Sheets, Kleenex, Tall Kitchen Garbage Can (45-55 gallon white), gar-
bage bags (small and tall), kitchen towels, kitchen washcloths, hand towels, shower curtain 
 
Bathroom Renovation:  Unfortunately, one of the biggest projects we have to complete before we can open is the bath-
room.  Total cost is estimated to be $2,500.  The tub replaced with an easy to clean Onyx shower base, the shower walls 
and floor tiled, trim around the window, hang a light fixture above the sink, paint and install a new vanity counter top 
with faucet.   
 
If you have questions about any of the above or if you have suggestions about where we could write letters or who we 
could speak to for any of the above please let us know.  The most expensive and difficult task is going to be the bath-
room.  Once that is finished and the bedrooms are furnished we will be ready to open our doors.  Our plan is to have a 
dedication ceremony/open house this late fall and celebrate, with everybody who helped get this project off the ground, 
what God has done. 

 

 

 

Next meetings are Sept 15 and Oct 6 
Election of officers in the September meeting. 
 

God's blessings to our graduates who embark on the next journey God has for them. 
 

Remember to Live LOVE in your community. 
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From The Desk of  Pastor Koen:  

 

 

 September 8th I will begin a Bible Class on 
the topic of Marriage. The first topic we will dis-
cuss is: “Why Marriage Matters”. I will be using a 
series of studies written by a variety of Pastors in 
the LCMS.  
 In March 2013, the Supreme Court of the 
United States of America heard arguments in two 
cases regarding same-sex marriage. Decisions in 
these cases were made in June (2013).The 
heated debates about marriage and homosexual-
ity will continue. It is incumbent upon Christians 
to articulate clearly what Scripture says.  
 Some of the future studies will include top-
ics like; “What is Marriage?” “The Mystery of Mar-
riage”, “10 Commandments for Healthy Marital 
Communication”, “10 Ways to Say, I Love You”, 
“A Christ-Centered Marriage,” “Confronting Co-
habitation,” “Doing Without Marriage,” 
 “Living Together Before Marriage” 
“Collision of Conscience” and other related topics. 
These Bible studies are designed to assist the 
Christian to remain faithful to the biblical teach-
ings of God’s Word on marriage.  We will meet in 
the school Library after the first worship service 
on Sunday mornings.  
 
  Your Brother in Christ 

   
  Pastor Koen 

Thank you to everyone who came out to work 
the BBQ for the Johnston family!! Here's how 
we did for Elisabeth's family.  Our expenses 
were $1056.00. Because this was a service 
event to benefit the Johnston family, the youth 
group will cover the expenses. We will not 
deduct them from any money that came in.  
The bake sale was $344.00The BBQ was 
$6,033Thrivent will donate $1000.  Total 
amount for the family $7,377.  We served 525 
plates and still sold out by 1:00. And for the 
first time in BBQ history we served a second 
line through the kitchen because the line out-
side was so long.  God is Good!!!   

 Susie and Terry Harms  

 Sr. Youth Directors 



The Altar flower servers for September are Cindy Nebel  
and Pam Stellhorn. Please call the office @ 282-3873 if you 
wish to donate flowers or have questions concerning flow-

Altar Guild Flower Servers 
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EVENING GUILD NEWS by Lisa Kloepper 

 

Abby Judith Stellhorn 

8/11/2013 

 

Baptism 

 

 
 
 

September 17—6:30pm 

Appetizer—Salad Buffet 

Please bring a salad or appetizer dish to share. 

Small or finger sandwiches also and idea. 

Coffee and cold drinks will be provided. 

 

GUEST NIGHT 

Bing a friend or two (or three)! The more the merrier! 

Or, if there is someone who is reading this and would like to come to see what  

St. John’s Evening Guild is all about, please feel welcome to do so.  You don’t have  

to bring anything but yourself.  Besides serving the Lord in many ways,  

there is always good fellowship and willing hears within the organization. 

HOSTESS FOR SEPTEMBER 

Nancy Langrehr, Chairman—Patty Liefer 

Neva Liefer—Pat Malik 

Dues for the 2013-14 session is still $4.50 

Are you caught up? 

REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR CUT-OUT CROSSES FOR PRISON MINISTRY. 

 

Death 

 

Rosemary Uffleman 

8/11/13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk for Life...Life Network Life Walk,  

Sat. Sept. 21st at 9 a.m. in Waterloo IL   

contact Jennifer Roscow for more information.   
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From the Principal: 

  

 A new school year has begun and we are off to 

a great start!  We are so blessed to have 166 enrolled in 

K-8, 50 Preschool students and 34 Daycare students 

not enrolled in Preschool for a total of 250 children! 

These children hear the love of Jesus each and every 

day!  What a blessing!  Our class breakdown is as fol-

lows:  Daycare-34, P3AM-18, P4AM-17, P4PM-15, K-

22, Grade 1 Miller-16, Grade 1 Valleroy-15, Grade 2, 

18, Grade 3- 16, Grade 4-16, Grade 5-20, Grade 6 -12, 

Grade 7-16, Grade 8-15.  Breakdown by grade is as 

follows: Daycare-34, Pre-K 3am:  Mallory Arbeiter, 

Loreli Abuchon, Josef Biffar, Cason Birch, Peighton 

Cox, Jacob Dethrow, Louis DeWilde, Tate Ford, Cali 

Hoffman, Addyson Juelfs, Colin Korando, Molly 

Kuehn, Mackenzie Laurent, Ella Quirin, Addalyn 

Schlomann, Lucile Steppig, Norah Wagner and Hollis 

Wolfmeier; Pre-K 4 am:  Adeline Buchheit, Connor 

Bumann, Olivia Candler, Amelia Guebert, Kadence 

Koen, Taylor Koester, Shamus Korves, Lacee Liefer, 

Lucas McCarthy, Ian Moll, Milla Neff, Liam Quintin, 

Addelyn Rahn, Landon Ruebusch, Brodie Stenzel, Gus 

Steppig, Hailey Voss and Ty Voss; Pre-K 4 

pm:  Kendall Crafton, Adalyn Duncan, Annika Herri-

man, Josie Hering, Trinity Kostecki, Kate Krack, Lilly 

Minemann, Sage Pensoneau, Addelyn Rahn, Eve 

Schwartzkopf, Colby Voss, Jenna Whelan, Julia Whe-

lan, James Womble and Kylie Zipfel. KINDERGAR-

TEN – Anna Clark, Ava Clifford, Densil Cogar, Jack 

Crafton, Collin Dethrow, Emmett Heller, Grayson Her-

riman, Colt Hess, Lily Kent, Morgan Kent, Austin 

Kiefer, Emma Kiefer, Evan Kiefer, Kadin Liefer, Ad-

die Meyer, Madeline Mol, Addyson Piel, Luke 

Quintin, Addison Salger, Lucas Shannon, Alexa 

Wegener and Ayden Wiegard; Grade 1 – Faith Wil-

son; Grade 2 – Emma Collins and Benjamin Whelan; 

Grade 3 – Christian Carroll and Kyle Loughner; 

Grade 5 – Meredith Whelan and William Whelan; 

Grade 8 – Drew McDaniel. We welcome these new 

students and their families into our school family! 
 

 Our waiting list continues to grow for the Day-

care program.  At this time we have 61 on the list for 

children wanting to be enrolled in our program.   

 

 

NEW SECURITY SYSTEM:Our new security system 

is in place and it is quite easy to use!  When you come 

to the North door, push the button and we will speak 

with you via intercom.  When you enter pull the 

LEFT door only and you will be able to come into the 

school.  (When the office releases the magnet the door 

can be opened)  All parents, guests and deliveries 

should use the North door for entrance.  Daycare & 

Preschool parents only should use the West Door 

which works the same way.  When you EXIT the 

building you must use the LEFT door.  Signs are 

posted at each door with directions.  The security of 

our students is most important and we thank the PTL 

Dinner Auction for funding this project.   

 

 Our students are practicing emergency drills the 

first few weeks of school.  We have had a fire drill al-

ready and it went very well.  Future drills include addi-

tional Fire drills on Sept. 3 and 6, a Bus evacuation drill 

on Sept. 18 and a Tornado drill Oct. 1.  On Sept. 18 we 

will practice an Evacuation drill where we gather in the 

Fellowship Hall before we attend Chapel that day.  We 

practice these drills for the safety of all of our students to 

know what to do in case of an emergency. 

 Our baseball and softball season is going well.  

We have only one more home game on Sept. 5.  Please 

check the schedule to attend any other game, the teams 

would appreciate your support. 

 Please check the calendar for upcoming events.  

Different classes are hosting a breakfast and BBQ, sell-

ing mums, hosting a rummage sale or organizing Cardi-

nal night at Busch Stadium.  Never a dull moment here at 

school!  Please join us and thank you for your support! 

Our closing event for Sept. will be our Grandparent/

Special Guest day on Sept. 27.  Invitations will be com-

ing home after Labor Day.  We enjoy having this special 

guest day to share our school day! 

   Blessings to you, 

   Deitt Schneider 

 

 We share with joy the news that Ryan and 

Stephanie Valleroy were blessed with a baby girl today, 

Aug. 29, 2013, at 10:45AM.  Aubrey Elizabeth weighed 

6 lb. 13 oz. and was 20 in. long.  Big sister Olivia is 

proud to have a baby sister! 
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Preparing for long-term care  
A gift your family deserves.  

 
In an instant, a disability or diagnosis can change your life … 

 and your family’s.  

 

  Where would you receive care? 

   Who would provide it? 

  How would you pay for it?  
 Please join us for a complimentary one-hour presentation to  

 learn more about long-term care and how you and your family  

 can prepare for it—emotionally, physically and financially.  

 

 Hosted by:  

 Randolph County Thrivent Chapter Presented by: 

        Jennifer Langrehr—Financial Assoc. 

        Diane Surber—Financial Assoc. 

        Marita LaChapell-Partner 
 

 Thursday, Spetember 12th 

 6:00pm 

 Trinity Lutheran School 

 10247 S. Prairie Road 

 Red Bud, IL 62278 
 

Please RSVP by September 11th to reserve your spot.  Contact  Jennifer Langrehr at 

618—973-7527 or email jennifer.langrehr@thrivent.com.  Space is limited. 
 

Dinner and refreshments will be served. 

 

 
A THRIVENT FINANCIAL EVENT 664009 No products will be sold at this event. Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent In-

vestment Management Inc. They are also licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. For additional important disclosure 

information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.  



What’s Up At School In September  

 

1         9:25 am Rally Day – No Sunday School 

          8th grade breakfast in the school gym 

2        NO SCHOOL – LABOR DAY 

3 4:15pm SB @ St Mark’s Steeleville 

 4:15pm BB @ St. Mark’s Steeleville 

4 8:30am Chapel Service led by COSLHS 

5 4:15pm SB @ H vs Chester Lutheran  

 4:15pm BB @ H vs Chester Lutheran (last home game) 

6-7 BB Trinity Edwardsville Trny – TBA 

10 7pm PTL 

 4:15pm SB @ Evansville -  4:15pm BB @ Evansville 

11 8:30am Chapel Service led by 

 8th grade chimes will play @ Chapel 

 4:30-5:30pm Acolyte Party at church 

12 4:15pm SB @ Trinity Lutheran 

13-14  8th grade Rummage Sale 

14 4:15pm SB “A” Team Trny game 1 @ RBC – TBA 

 4:15pm SB “A” Team Trny game 2 @ RBC – TBA 

 6:15pm SJL Cardinal’s Day at the ballpark 

17 4:15pm SB @ St. Mary’s Chester  

 4:15 pm BB @ St. Mary’s Chester 

18 8:30am Chapel Service led by Mrs. Hines and 7th gr. 

 4:15pm BB @ St. James Millstadt 

19 4:15pm SB @ St. James Millstadt 

21 21st Annual Golf Tourn. @ North County Country Club 

22 8:00am K-8 Choir sings 

 8th grade BBQ 

24-1st SB Regionals – TBA -  BB Regionals - TBA  

25 8:30am Chapel Service led by 

27 Grandparent’s/Special Friend Day 

 Civil War living museum 

28 1pm 8th grade Open House @ COSLHS 

30 6th grade goes to Camp Wartburg 
***Chapel Service Offerings for September will go to Unity  
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SAVE THE DATE:  September 1st is Rally Day at school 9:25am—Everyone is welcome to join 

us for the 8th grade breakfast being held at school in the gym between church services! 

September 13-14—8th grade Rummage Sale—you may begin bringing items into school on Mon-

day, September 9th. 

September 22—8th grade BBQ 
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September Acolyte Schedule 

31-Aug Saturday 5:00 Drew Kueker 

01-Sep Sunday 8:00 Gage Baldwin 

01-Sep Sunday 10:30 Claudia Waters 

    

07-Sep Saturday 5:00 Erin Hewit 

08-Sep Sunday 8:00 Tanner Valleroy 

08-Sep Sunday 10:30 Michael Ratcliff 

    

14-Sep Saturday 5:00 Bailey Montroy 

15-Sep Sunday 8:00 Amber Mollet 

15-Sep Sunday 10:30 Jessie Deterding 

    

21-Sep Saturday 5:00 Emmett Cowell 

22-Sep Sunday 8:00 Katie Harms 

22-Sep Sunday 10:30 Paige Moses 

    

28-Sep Saturday 5:00 Bailey Montroy 

29-Sep Sunday 8:00 Taylor Giglotto 

29-Sep Sunday 10:30 Emma Fritsche 
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31—Aug  Saturday 5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

1—Sept Sunday 8:00  Kalin and Kathy Liefer; Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

1—Sept Sunday 10:30  Jackie Esker; Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

 

7—Sept Saturday 5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

8—Sept Sunday 8:00  Lois Mesnarich; Roger Hanebutt; Ken and Joan Ruwald 

8—Sept Sunday 10:30  Bob and Joyce Carnahan; Ken and Karen Wetzel 

 

14—Sept Saturday 5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

15—Sept Sunday 8:00  Milton and Mary Ann Weber; Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

15—Sept Sunday 10:30  Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom; Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

 

21—Sept Saturday 5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

22—Sept Sunday 8:00  John and Norma Preston; Loren and Nancy Harms 

22—Sept Sunday 10:30  Bruce and Christa Brundage; Larry and Cindy Ebers 

 

28—Sept Saturday 5:00  Miriam Poston 

29—Sept Sunday 8:00  Ken and Joan Voges; Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

29—Sept Sunday 10:30  Cliff and Arlou Papenberg 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Greeter Schedule 


