
“for everyone born of God overcomes the 
world. This is the victory that has over-
come the world, even our faith.”1 John 5:4  

 
When your health, your finances 

or family are at risk, you suddenly realize 
how fragile life is. Today you may be liv-
ing on the sunny side of the street, but if 
you live long enough adversity will come 
knocking on your door. When it does, 
you’ll discover that things like power, pos-
sessions and popularity won’t sustain you. 
 If power could do it, Joseph Stalin 
wouldn’t have been afraid to go to sleep 
at night or been so paranoid that he ap-
pointed a soldier to guard his very tea-
bags. If possessions could do it, fear 
wouldn’t have caused billionaire Howard 
Hughes to live like a hermit and die alone. 
If popularity could do it, John Lennon’s 
biographers wouldn’t have described him 
as a fearful man who slept with the lights 
on and was terrified of germs.  

Earthly supports can only sustain 
you so long. Courage for living comes 
from a deep abiding trust in God, whose 
Word says, ‘This is the victory that has 
overcome the world, even our faith.’ But 
faith is only as valuable as the thing it’s 
placed in, and our faith is in a God who 
never fails!  

The Psalmist said, ‘Through you 
we push back our enemies; through your 
name we trample our foes’ (Psalm 44:5). 
Jesus said, ‘I have given you authority 
to…overcome all the power of the en-
emy…’ (Luke 10:19). Paul said, ‘Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecution or fam-
ine or nakedness or danger or sword?…
No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved 
us’ (Romans 8:35-37).  

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank You for giving me 
the guidance in Your Word to sustain and 
guide me through ALL times, the good and 
the bad. In Jesus’ Name, Amen  

 
This devotion was taken from Lutheran Church 

Charities. 
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From The Desk of  Pastor Nebel: 

From Your Pastor- “The Reformation Continues” 

 The month of October ends with Reformation Day, 

observing the anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther nailing his 

95 Theses for debate on the door of the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517. We are just a 

few years away from the celebration of the 500th anniver-

sary of this event.  

 But we dare not speak of the Reformation as a past 

event. The Reformation must continue in our churches and 

in our lives! The good news of Christ and Him crucified 

alone for our salvation is a message that is to be proclaimed 

over and over and over again.  

 This is because our human nature wants to slip our-

selves back into the work of our salvation in some way. We 

want to be able to follow some religious rules, at least ones 

that we easily can keep, so that we can pat ourselves on the 

back, put an arm around Jesus and say, “You and me, Je-

sus, and I will be saved!” 

 This happens in churches that refuse to teach the 

Sacraments as being God’s work for us and make them our 

work for God. Instead of Holy Baptism being God’s gra-

cious claim upon us without any merit or worthiness of our 

own, they teach that baptism is our believing response to 

God that must be performed by immersion (though the Bi-

ble does not require that method of baptizing) and can’t be 

done for infants since they can’t make a confession of faith 

and God isn’t able to create faith within them (contrary to 

Psalm 22).  

 Instead of the Lord’s Supper being the true body 

and blood of Jesus present for us in, with and under bread 

and wine, they teach that Jesus is present in Holy Commun-

ion because our faith says He is there.  Instead of receiving 

this sacrament for the forgiveness of our sins, they say that 

it is just a way to remember Jesus. Thus anyone who wants 

to remember Jesus can attend with no need for instruction 

or a common public confession of the Christian faith. 

 These churches are removing the Bible from their 

worship services because it is too boring to draw a crowd. 

They replace readings from the psalms, the Old Testament, 

the Epistles and the Gospels and a service that is based on 

God’s Word with emotional entertainment and warm feel-

ings that focus their people on themselves. Preaching con-

sists of motivational messages or “skyscraper” sermons 

(seven stories and a conclusion). After all, as one such 

“pastor” has said, “We know all about Jesus, now let’s talk 

 There will be little mention of our sin in their 

services. That is too much of a downer for people to 

hear. Instead they want to celebrate their faith in a 

pep rally-like atmosphere. But if sin is not our prob-

lem, then a Savior is not our solution. If we don’t 

need Jesus as our Savior from sin, what does He be-

come for us? He is proclaimed as a good example, a 

great Teacher, a model of love and kindness for us to 

follow. Their mission is to make people to be like 

Jesus. (Which part? The all-powerful Son of God? 

The only Savior from sin?) Such preaching of Jesus 

makes Him into a new Law-giver.  

 But the Law works. It draws a crowd. A pas-

tor can pack the parking lot and the pews by focusing 

the flock on themselves. People are even willing to 

be told the amount they have to give for the privilege 

of being members of these places (based on their pre-

vious year’s IRS 1040 form). As much as these 

churches would criticize the abuses of the Roman 

Catholic Church at the time of the 16th century Refor-

mation, their practices today are repeating the same 

error of work-righteousness. 

 It is not easy to live as God’s Gospel people. 

We give up on ourselves as the agents of our salva-

tion and rely totally, fully and completely on the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus for us. We do not per-

form certain good works or refrain from other un-

godly deeds now and then to earn points with God. 

Instead our entire lives reflect God’s love for us to 

others. We offer, we give, we share, even when peo-

ple who still are driven by the Law of God take ad-

vantage of our graciousness by getting as much as 

they can from us while putting back in as little as 

they can “get away with.”   

 The Reformation of the church is not limited 

to Luther’s time and place. Reformation is ongoing 

as the Son of God serves us as our Savior from sin, as 

the grace of God assures us of our forgiveness and as 

the Word of God guides our faith and life in Jesus’ 

name. 

   Your  Servant in Christ, 

   Pastor Mark Alan Nebel 



The Gratitude Attitude 

 The world around us 

wants us to focus on what 

we don’t have. The Holy 

Spirit gives us the ability to 

see all that God is doing for 

us. Every day we can: 

 Give thanks for the 

experiences God is giving 

us. Each day is a new ad-

venture of life in His name.  

 Give thanks for the 

basic things God gives us. 

We have so many blessings that we take for granted. We 

have food, clothing, shelter, transportation in amounts 

unheard of in human history. Then we allow our day to 

be ruined by a poor cell phone signal!  

 Give thanks for the people God places in our 

lives. They fill our days with challenges, but also bless 

us with joys. They need our assistance, but also provide 

us help. They take our time, but also give us companion-

ship. 

 Give thanks for the “negatives” God gives us. 

The problems we face in life offer us opportunities to 

grow, to be creative, to mature in faith and behavior. The 

setbacks we endure help us appreciate even more the 

advances God gives us.  (to be continued next month) 

 

SEMINARY TOUR 

 

Our Evening Guild invites all members of 

St. John’s to join them on a tour of Con-

cordia Seminary on Thursday, October 17. 

The bus will leave the church parking lot 

at 8 a.m. We will join in the daily chapel 

service, tour campus, eat lunch in the din-

ing hall ($7.50) and visit Concordia His-

torical Institute. We will return to Red Bud 

by 2:30 pm. Please call the church office 

(282-2394) by October 1 to register. 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

BENEFIT DINNER 

 

A Steak Night Benefit for Carol Zobel, St. 

Mark’s Lutheran School teacher who is 

battling cancer, will be Friday, October 4 

from 5-8 p.m. at the Steeleville Eagles 

Hall, 201 West Broadway. Steak is $15 

and chicken is $10 with salad bar, baked 

potato and garlic bread. Burgers are avail-

able for $3. You can make reservations by 

calling 965-9076.   

 

 

 

 

High School Youth officers for the next twelve months are: President - Josh DeR-
ousse; Vice President - Josh Snyder; Secretary - Samantha Moeller; Treasurer - Na-
than DeRousse; and Activities Director - Adam Quinn; We thank them for their lead-
ership and service! 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

The Randolph County Thrivent Chapter is excited to sponsor their 2nd 

Annual Trunk or Treat Event. 

Event Details:   
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From The Desk of  Pastor Koen:  

 

 
 The calendar of the Christian Church is filled with 
special observances. Some are called feasts while others are 
festivals. The month of October brings both kinds of celebra-
tions. But what is the difference? Is the distinction between 
feast and festival an important one? Perhaps it is. 
 A look at the dictionary reveals that, by definition, a 
feast is a "day of commemoration set aside for an important 
personage, such as a saint." A feast, then, is a one-day focused 
celebration. On the church calendar for October, there are 
two special feast days that have been observed by Christian 
people for many centuries. Oct. 18 is the Feast of Saint Luke, 
one of the four evangelists whose Gospel account shares, in 
carefully ordered detail, the life and ministry and teachings of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ. Oct. 28 is the Feast of Saint Simon and 
Saint Jude, two of the lesser known of Jesus' disciples. One 
ancient church tradition reports that, after Jesus' ascension, 
Simon and Jude worked as evangelists together in Persia 
(modern-day Iran) and were martyred there on the same day. 
New to the Lutheran church calendar is the Feast of Saint 
James of Jerusalem, the brother of our Lord, which is ob-
served on Oct. 23. A stanza for the day, newly added to the 
hymn "By All Your Saints in Warfare" (LSB 518), commemo-
rates the day: "We sing of James, Christ's brother, who at Jeru-
salem told how God loved the Gentiles and, in Christ, wel-
comed them. Rejoicing in salvation may we too, by God's 
grace, extend Christ's invitation to all the human race." 
 The focus of a feast day is on its one special person-
age; the focus of a festival is much wider. In describing a festi-
val, the dictionary states that it is a "period of celebration of-
ten centered around a religious feast day or a holiday." The 
special festival on the church calendar in October is the Festi-
val of the Reformation on Oct. 31. For centuries, Lutheran 
Christians have centered the commemoration of Martin Lu-
ther's reassertion of the truth of the Gospel on Oct. 31, bring-
ing to mind the Reformer's nailing of the 95 Theses to the 
door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, in 1517. 
Feasts and festivals, old and new, enrich our common life in 
Christ together. Celebrate all of them! 
 This article is reprinted courtesy of The Lutheran Witness, October 2011 
vol. 130. It was written by Rev. Dr. Greg Wismar who is emeritus of Christ the King 
Lutheran Church, Newtown, Conn. 
 

   Your brother in Christ 
 

   Pastor Koen 

Randolph County Health Department:    
 
Everyone over 6 months of age is welcome to get 
their flu immunization at the Flu  Clinic we have 
scheduled at school on Wednesday, October 16th 
from 3-5pm.  Both the flu injection and flu mist are 
available.  (Flu mist is offered for those ages 2 – 49 
years.)  If you have a valid Medicare Part B card you 
must bring it with you the day of the flu clinic to bill 
the flu vaccine to Medicare. If you have a State of 
Illinois medical card, bring it with you the day of the 
flu clinic to bill the flu vaccine to Medicaid.  A receipt 
and invoice statement can be given to those with  
private insurance. 

Janet Hopkins to perform Premiere of  

Katie Luther Opera 
 

Reformation Weekend marks the premiere of 

a new musical drama, “Katie Luther: the Opera”, in 

five cities.  It is set as a one-woman opera that por-

trays the life and heart of Katie, wife of Dr. Martin 

Luther, of Wittenberg, Germany.  It was composed by 

Maestro Glenn Winters, director of the Virginia State 

Opera Company and is based on the play, “The Morn-

ing Star and the Nightingale”, written by local Lu-

theran scholar Dr. Paul Schrieber.  The opera will be 

performed by accomplished sopranos, including Met-

ropolitan Opera Diva Janet Hopkins, who will star at 

Concordia Seminary, Chapel of St. Timothy and St. 

Titus, 801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO on Oct. 25, 

7:00pm.  

 The play/opera depict Katie in three stages of 

her life in historically accurate settings, as she shares 

her fears, sorrows, and joy as she reflects on circum-

stances of her life with Martin and the Reformation.  

The play/opera is not simply about Katie; through it 

the audience meets Katie.  The opera has a fresh, mod-

ern style which incorporates portions of Luther’s 

hymns.  The opera has been received by conductors 

and soloists as one of the highest caliber.  Plans are for 

a European tour of both the oper5a and play next year.   

The idea for this project came as the result of 

a conversation between Dr. Schrieber and a former 

student, Lori Lewis, manager of the EverydayOpera 

streaming opera music website.  She expressed her 

dream of portraying Katie.  Dr. Schrieber did exten-

sive research and supplied her with a script, which 

became a brilliant opera in the hands of Maestro Win-

ters.   

Don’t miss this opportunity to see this historic 

premiere.  For ticket information see http://
www.itickets.com/events/314239/St._Louis_MO/

Katie_Luther:_The_Opera.html Or call: 800-965-9324 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASS: (School Library): 

Pastor Koen will be leading a class on the “The Mystery of Mar-
riage” which is being taught in the school library on Sunday morning 
at 9:30a.m. Future topics will include the Ten Commandments for a 
Healthy Marital Communications”, Ten Ways to Say I Love You”, 
and additional topics on family issues. 

http://www.itickets.com/events/314239/St._Louis_MO/Katie_Luther:_The_Opera.html
http://www.itickets.com/events/314239/St._Louis_MO/Katie_Luther:_The_Opera.html
http://www.itickets.com/events/314239/St._Louis_MO/Katie_Luther:_The_Opera.html


The Altar flower servers for October are Cindy Nebel and 
Pam Stellhorn. Please call the office @ 282-3873 if you wish 
to donate flowers or have questions concerning flowers. 

Altar Guild Flower Servers 
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EVENING GUILD NEWS by Lisa Kloepper 

Natalie Elizabeth Kassing 

9/21/13 

Aubrey Elizabeth Valleroy 

9/28/13 

 

Baptism 

 

 
 
 

NEXT MEETING ~ OCTOBER 15 ~ 7:00 pm  

Guest Speaker will be our Senior Youth telling of their experiences at the Youth Gathering 

in San Antonio, Texas this summer. 

 

Hostesses: Doris Mueller, Chairman ~ Evelyn Muench, Cindy Nebel, Deborah Ostlund 

 

Crosses are still needed for Prison Ministry.  Patterns are available at the meeting.   

The crosses may be cut from greeting cards.   

Be sure there is no glitter on the picture and no printing on the back. 

 

Braille Workers go to Baldwin the second and fourth Thursday of the month.  Meet in the 

back parking lot of the church at 1:00 pm to car pool. 

For more information call MaryAnn Wegener 282-2839. 

 

For Quilting information call Lisa Kloepper 282-2426 

 

Remember to keep the Capital Funding Campaign in your prayers. 

 

 

Death 

Earl Reinhardt 

9/16/2013 
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From the Principal: 

 “Christ is our Cornerstone” was chosen as 

our school theme this year because of the Capital 

Funding Campaign planned for the congregation.  

The Leadership team chose “Prayer, Presence, Pre-

sents and Priorities” from Philippians 4, for our 

ministry expansion project as it provides the way 

to accomplish the goals.  What exciting times for 

the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church and 

School!  The blessings of our Lord abound as each 

and every day the children enrolled in our school 

hear about the love of Jesus through word and 

song.  At the awareness meeting I attended, Pr. Ne-

bel mentioned several dates important in the lives 

of the members here at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

and School.  All of the dates were examples of how 

the congregation met the ministry needs through 

expansion projects.  Building our present church 

after the Civil War could not have been easy.  Nor 

was it easy remodeling the church in 1951 or build-

ing a new school in 1922, again in 1961 with addi-

tions in 1970 and 2001.  The Lord blessed all of 

these endeavors and continues to bless us with the 

ministry of this congregation.  The children and 

adults who have come to know Jesus Christ as 

their Lord and Savior make a long list of blessed 

people.  Only by putting our trust in Him and lis-

tening with our hearts and minds can we share in 

this expansion.  Through God, all things are possi-

ble. 

 What a wonderful time we had with our 

Grandparents and Special Guests on Sept. 26 and 

27!  We are truly blessed with these people in our 

lives, thank you for coming and sharing this spe-

cial day with us!  Many thanks to all who helped 

prepare, serve and direct on these special days. 

 

 We will be very busy in October as we come 

to the close of our first quarter!  Time is passing by 

much too quickly.  On Oct. 1 we will have a Tor-

nado drill and will continue to practice additional 

drills during the month to know what to do in an 

emergency.  The annual Watkins sales campaign 

will begin on Oct. 2 and continue to Oct. 15.  Please 

call the school office if you wish to purchase any 

products.  The 5th grade class will attend Christ Our 

Savior Lutheran High School for visitation day on 

Oct. 3.  Several field trips will take place on Oct. 4 

with grades 3-5 being out of the building.  

McTeacher night is scheduled for Oct. 8 from 4-8 

PM.  The Fall Festival is Oct. 11; this is always a fun 

night for students and parents alike.  The 8th grade 

Servant Auction will also take place that evening.  

Basketball has an early start this year with our first 

game on Oct. 17.  The end of the 1st quarter is Oct. 

18 with report cards going home on Oct. 23.  The 

teachers will attend the Lutheran Education Asso-

ciation convocation in Milwaukee on Oct. 24-26.  

The teachers appreciate the PTL for funding the ma-

jority of this trip and the support of all of you dur-

ing our McTeacher Night the last several years.  Our 

parent/teacher conferences will take place on Oct. 

29 and 30.  The 8th grade class will lead a Reforma-

tion service on Oct. 30, please join us for Chapel that 

day.  Don’t forget Trunk or Treat on Oct. 31 on the 

West Parking lot, lots of treats for all ages! 

 

 God’s blessings to you during this beautiful 

fall month, 

    Deitt Schneider 

 

(On a personal note, Bruce and I will become first 

time grandparents!  We will let you know when the 

blessed event takes place!) 
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BREW IN THE  LOU & FINE WINE TOO” 

 

Lutheran Elementary School Association (LESA) – a recognized service organization of the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod – and the St. Louis Brewer’s Guild are proud to present “Brew in the Lou And 
Fine Wine Too” event on Saturday, October 19, 2013 from 12-5:00 p.m. at Koburg Hall at Concordia 

Seminary, 801 Seminary Place,  St. Louis, Missouri 63105.   
 

“Brew in the Lou And Fine Wine Too” will showcase St. Louis’ best beer, wine, coffee and good eats.   

Join FOX2 and KPLR 11 TV Jeff Bernthal (a Lutheran School Alumnus) and KLOU-FM’s Cindy Collins 

as they roll out the festivities, including the German Waterloo band and other live entertainment, 

arts and craft vendors, and special food exhibits.  

Vendors will be on-site conducting product sampling, including Anheuser-Busch  In-Bev, Double G 

Brands, Granite City Brewery, Hautly Cheese, Kaldi’s Coffee, Kenrick’s Meat & Catering, Kraftig Beer, 

Morgan Street Brewery, Excel Brewing, Prairie Farms, St. James Winery and many more.  

Wristbands for “Brew in the Lou And Fine Wine Too” are $35 each, and include tastings for beer, 

wine and coffee, along with a commemorative glass (wristbands will increase to $45 after October 4, 

2013.) 

 



What’s Up At School In October  

 

 

2  8:30am Chapel Service led by Unity 

     Watkins Campaign runs from 2nd- 15th for grades 5-8 athletes  

3  9-2pm 5th grade Visit Day @ COSLHS 

6 11:15-7:30pm Junior Youth goes to Six Flags 

8 4-8pm McTeachers’ Night 

9 8:30am Chapel Service led by Becky Liefer and 2nd grade 

11 11:20pm Early Dismissal 

 4:30-7:30 pm Fall Festival 

14 NO SCHOOL – OFFICE CLOSED – for Columbus Day! 

16  8:30am Chapel Service led by Mrs. Schnepel and 6th grade 

17  BBB @ H vs St. James Millstadt 

18  End of 1st Quarter 

21 BBB “B” Team Tournament @ Prairie Du Rocher—TBA 

22  1:40pm Early Dismissal 

 6:00pm BBB @ H vs Holy Childhood Maschoutah 

 BBB “B” Team Tournament @ Prairie Du Rocher—TBA 

23  8:30am Chapel Service led by Mr. Palm and 5th gr. 

 Report Cards go home 

24-25 NO SCHOOL-Lutheran Education Association Convention 

24 BBB “B” Team Tournament @ Prairie Du Rocher—TBA 

25 BBB “B” Team Tournament @ Prairie Du Rocher—TBA 

29-30 Parent Teacher Conferences 

29 GBB @ Marissa—TBA 

30  8:30am Reformation Chapel led by Mrs. Schneider and 8th gr. 

 6:00pm BBB A & B @ H vs St. James Millstadt 

***Chapel Service Offerings for October will go to Mathew Fick-LCMS 

Mission 

OCTOBERFEST- OCTOBER 11TH, SAVE THE DATE!! 
Octoberfest “Carnival” Information - Everyone is invited to attend the annual fall festival on 

Friday, October 11th from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. We will serve brats, hot dogs, and chili. There will 

be carnival games from 4:30 to 7 p.m. The costume contest begins at 7 p.m. Each family is 

asked to bring a dessert to the school by 3 p.m. on Friday along with any extra gallon or half 

gallon containers you may have.    
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October Acolyte Schedule 

05-Oct Sunday 5:00 Cole Booker 

06-Oct Sunday 8:00 Dominick Liefer 

06-Oct Sunday 10:30 Michael Ratcliff 

    

12-Oct Saturday 5:00 Bryce Becker 

13-Oct Sunday 8:00 Gage Baldwin 

13-Oct Sunday 10:30 Drew Kueker 

    

19-Oct Saturday 5:00 Austin Whelan 

20-Oct Sunday 8:00 Amber Mollet 

20-Oct Sunday 10:30 Nick Guebert 

    

26-Oct Saturday 5:00 Adam Wild 

27-Oct Sunday 8:00 Alex Quinn 

27-Oct Sunday 10:30 Alyssa Cowell 
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5—Oct Saturday 5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

6—Oct Sunday 8:00  Kalin and Kathy Liefer; Gerald and Jill Hanebutt 

6—Oct Sunday 10:30  Bob and Arlene Pratt; Omar and Neva Liefer 

 

12—Oct Saturday 5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

13—Oct Sunday 8:00  Lois Mesnarich; Roger Hanebutt; Ken and Joan Ruwald 

13—Oct Sunday 10:30  Jackie Esker; Ron and Donna Burgdorf 

 

19—Oct Saturday 5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

20—Oct Sunday 8:00  Milton and Mary Ann Weber; Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

20—Oct Sunday 10:30  Bob and Joyce Carnahan; Ken and Karen Wetzel 

 

26—Oct Saturday 5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

27—Oct Sunday 8:00  Wil and Martha Krick; Cindy Steele; Olivia Schmitz 

27—Oct Sunday 10:30  Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom; Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

October Greeter Schedule 


