
 With such nagging she 

prodded him day after day until 

he was tired to death. Judges 

16:16 

 When you’re emotionally 

drained and under pressure, 

you’re vulnerable to making seri-

ous mistakes. Samson did. Notice 

how Delilah brought him down: 

‘She prodded him day after day 

until he was tired to death. So he 

told her everything…’ (vv. 16-17). 

You can attend church every week 

and read your Bible from cover to 

cover, but it will do you little good 

if you’re running around physically 

and spiritually depleted. Further-

more, it’s hard to live with such a 

person, and almost impossible to 

help them because their mind is in 

the grip of a negative force. You 

say, ‘What’s the answer?’ 1) Ex-

amine the company you’re keep-

ing. When you need rest and re-

lief go to the right people; when 

you’re feeling down, reach for 

those who can lift you up. The 

Psalmist said, ‘I am a friend to 

all…who follow your precepts’ 

(Psalm 119:63). 2) Check your 

fuel gauge. Samson wore himself 

out in a good cause because he 

failed to replenish his soul. Are 

you doing that? One New Year’s 

Day during the Tournament of 

Roses parade in California, a beau-

tiful float suddenly sputtered and 

quit—out of gas. The whole parade 

was held up until someone found a 

gas can. The funny thing is, this 

float represented the Standard 

Oil Company. The Bible says, ‘He 

gives strength to the weary and 

increases the power of the weak’ 

(Isaiah 40:29). As you spend time 

with God in prayer and the Scrip-

tures, He will strengthen you and 

give you back your peace and sta-

bility. It’s the ultimate therapy. 

It’s also the ultimate protection! 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, keep me rooted 

in You knowing you cannot get wa-

ter from an empty well. In Jesus’ 

Name, Amen 

 
This devotion is from Lutheran Church Chari-

ties. 
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From The Desk of  Pastor Nebel: 

“A Life Transition” 

 This month of May contains two important 

days in our church year calendar. On Thursday, May 

9 we will observe the Ascension of our Lord Jesus 

into heaven. We will celebrate this occasion with 

services of Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

on that day. Then on the weekend of May 18-19 we 

will celebrate the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to 

send the Holy Spirit upon His followers on the Day 

of Pentecost. All three services that weekend will 

include Holy Communion. 

 While I could focus on either of these two 

important Bible events in these paragraphs I hope 

that you will allow me to share with you something 

more personal in nature. This month we also will 

hold a Graduation service for the Class of 2013 on 

May 23 at 7 p.m. This class includes our youngest 

child Clara. While it may have seemed forever for 

her, thost grade school years have passed very 

quickly for her mom and dad. 

 When school begins again in August it will 

be the first time since November 1996 that the 

school where I am pastor does not have one of my 

own children as a student. I will miss seeing at least 

one of my kids in the hallways every day. My posi-

tion as a pastor keeps me from being at many of my 

children’s activities, but that has been balanced by 

my ability to be in the same school building with 

them during their years of elementary education. 

 I am a graduate of Lutheran education at all 

levels. My wife is a trained and experienced Lutheran 

school teacher. Now all of our children will be 

graduates of Lutheran grade schools. Thus I am 

proudly and unapologetically supportive of our Lu-

theran Christian education. 

 Our teachers are called ministers of Christ 

dedicated not only to educating students but also to 

serving the Lord of the church. Our congregational 

members see this ministry as being an important part 

of their mission as Christians. Our parents are sup-

portive of this education by working together with 

the teachers and by providing extra educational 

funding to the congregation through their worship 

offerings. Our students are learning to know Jesus as 

their Savior in an environment of His forgiveness 

along with people who are not just their teachers, 

but fellow saints of God in Christ. 

 We could talk about test results, compare 

curriculum, and focus on the funding of the schools 

available to us. Experience and evidence shows that 

our Lutheran education holds up well under that 

examination. What’s more, in Lutheran education we 

have the mission, the passion and the determination 

to share the love of God in Jesus Christ with our 

students, making them disciples as Jesus has told us 

to do, by baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and by teach-

ing them to observe all that He has commanded us. 

 I expect to be a little sad and forlorn when 

school begins on August 20 because I will not see 

one of my own children among the faces of our stu-

dents. However, I will be thankful that together we 

have shared in their experience of elementary educa-

tion in our Lutheran schools. 

  Your servant in Christ, 

      

  Pastor Mark Alan Nebel  



 

 

 

  

On another personal note, my mother passed away last year on the Sunday after Mother’s Day. As I have been 

going through her things, I found the following poem she had torn out of a magazine and put into a folder. I 

share it with you as a reminder of the important relationship there is between a mother and child. 

 

 

To my grown-up son 

 

 

My hands were busy through the day. I didn’t have much time to play 

The little games you asked me to, I didn’t have much time for you. 

 

I’d wash your clothes, I’d sew and cook, But when you’d bring your picture book 

And ask me please to share your fun, I’d say, “A little later, son.” 

 

I’d tuck you in all safe at night And hear your prayers, turn out the light 

Then tiptoe softly to the door. I wish I’d stayed a minute more! 

 

For life is short, the years rush past A little boy grows up so fast. 

No longer is he at your side His precious secrets to confide. 

 

The picture books are put away. There are not any games to play. 

No goodnight kiss, no prayers to hear That all belongs to yesteryear. 

 

My hands once busy now lie still. The days are long and hard to fill. 

I wish I might go back and do The little things you asked me to! 

By Alice Chase 

 

  

 Happy Mother’s Day to all our Christian mothers! 

         

 

        Your servant in Christ, 
         

        Pastor Mark Alan Nebel  
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 When I was a teenager, I worked for a per-

son who was rather large in size. Each time I talked 

to her over the phone, I could hear her chewing on 

an apple while she was talking. It was rather annoy-

ing, but at least she was eating an apple and not 

M&M’s like I have in the past.  

 
 When God was choosing David to serve as 

the future King of Israel, God told the prophet Sam-

uel who wanted Eliab to be the next King, “Do not 

look on his appearance or on the height of his 

stature, because I have rejected him. For the 

LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 

heart.”  
 
 Paul wrote in his letter to the Christians at 

Corinth: “do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 

have from God? You are not your own, 
 
for you 

were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 

body.” 
 
 These past few years, our Congregation has 

been involved with the “Be Well Rewards” pro-

gram through Concordia Health Plans.  This pro-

gram was introduced in May 2011 as an extra in-

centive to help church workers make healthy 

choices.  This is the third year Concordia Health 

Plans is offering this program to our church work-

ers. Concordia Health Plans writes: “We have seen 

a shift in your choices and lifestyle and the benefits 

of healthy living can bring.” 

 
 Many of you have noticed that I have lost 

some weight and have asked if I have been sick. 

The answer is no, but I have been taking advantage 

of this  “Be Well Rewards” program these past two 

years and have begun my third year. In the process 

I have lost sixty-five pounds by learning to adjust 

my eating habits and exercise routine.  The benefits 

are not only looking better, but feeling better and 

being able to be more productive in God’s Ministry 

here at St. Johns. 

From The Desk of  Pastor Koen:  There is also another added benefit to this 

Program. The church worker and their spouses can 

still earn up to $300.00 in rewards as well as an ad-

ditional $50.00 bonus by accruing points for com-

pleted activities.  Not only that, St. Johns School 

will earn an equal number of rewards for every dol-

lar earned by the church worker and spouses.   

 
 It is hard to give up the M&M’s and from 

time to time I have cheated and had a hand full or 

two. But then I step on the scale and remember that 

“what is impossible for men is possible with 

God.”  

 
 I am writing about this program asking for 

your prayers, and encouragement as the church 

workers here at St. Johns take advantage of this op-

portunity to get on a healthy track and to earn  addi-

tional benefits for our ministry here at St. Johns.  

 

   Your Brother in Christ, 

   Rev. Russell Koen 



The Altar flower servers for May are  Lori and Nancy Lan-
grehr. Please call the office @ 282-3873 if you wish to do-
nate flowers or have questions concerning flowers. 

Altar Guild Flower Servers 
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"The Southwestern Illinois Lutherans for Life will be selling carnations for Mother's 
Day, Sunday, May 12 after the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. service in the Fellowship Hall and 
during the Sunday School hour in the school cafeteria.  Each carnation will be $1.00 
each and will be sold on a first come/first serve basis. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for your child to purchase a flower for his or her Mother or Grandmothers to celebrate 
LIFE! All proceeds will benefit Lutherans for Life.  If you have questions, please con-
tact Jennifer Roscow at mroscow@htc.net or 282-5343." 

EVENING GUILD NEWS by Lisa Kloepper 

Miles Thomas Liefer  

April 13, 2013 

 

Finn Richard Liefer  

March 17. 2013 

Recognition 

April 20, 2013 

 

Maybre Claire Falkenhain  

November 24, 2012  

Recognition 

April 27, 201 

 

Baptism 

 

 
 
 
 

The last meeting before the summer break will be held at 
Lisa's in Prairie DuRocher 

on May 21 at 6:00 pm. 
Reservations are to be made to Lisa Kloepper by May 14. 

Please call her at 282-2426 or 618-713-0513. 
The meeting will include installation of officers for the coming season of meetings. 

Also please note:  Each committee is to make a report on their projects for the past season. 
This will be a very interesting part of the meeting – 

to see what we have done and what there is yet to do. 
 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS ~ GLORIFY HIS NAME 

 

Death 

 

Hulda Harris 

April 15, 2013 

 

Ruth Ann Koester 

April 25, 2013 

 

mailto:mroscow@htc.net
tel:618-713-0513
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From the Principal: 

 Just a few short weeks left to the school 

year!  It is so hard to believe that another year is 

almost over.  We do keep very busy so I am sure 

that is what makes the time fly by! 

 Eight students, Kambri Moffitt, Andrew 

Ottoson, Katie Harms, Claudia Watters, Hanna 

Meyer, Callie Todaro, Sophia Liefer and Ember 

Marshall, represented our school at the Art Festi-

val on April 4 and all of them did very well.  That 

was the same night as our DARE graduation with 

Sheriff Michael Hoelscher for our 5th and 6th grade 

classes.  The 5th and 6th grade students who ad-

vanced to the John A Logan Science Fair on April 

10 were:  Amber Mollet, Callie Todaro, Jessie De-

terding, Tanner Valleroy, Nick Guebert, Bailey 

Montroy, Caleb Langrehr, Lydia Wright, Hailey 

Guebert, Sophia Liefer, Tobias LaChance, Mi-

chael Ratcliff, Kole Liefer, Jayden Birkner, Cole 

Booker, Austin Whelan, Jarrett Fleming, Alyssa 

Heller and Hannah Meyer.  On April 11, our 5th 

and 6th grade students attended Christ Our Savior 

Lutheran High School for a visitation day, they 

had a great experience.    Four students, Ember 

Marshall, Katie Harms, Sophia Liefer and Jessie 

Deterding, competed in the Spelling Bee in Coul-

terville on April 16.  Jessie placed 4th in the 6th 

grade level.  Our annual musical, “It’s Cool in the 

Furnace” was well attended even if the weather 

was very rainy all day.  I appreciate all the work 

that goes into putting on this production; it is al-

ways a memorable experience.  The students did a 

fantastic job!  The 8th grade class, parents and Mrs. 

Schneider left for the annual trip to Washington 

DC and other sites on April 21.  Please keep all of 

them in your prayers for safe travel and favorable 

weather.  Grades 3-5 visited Busch Stadium on 

April 22 and the students in grades PreK-4 at-

tended the FFA Ag Day at the Red Bud High 

School on April 26.  We look forward to the Red 

Bud High School Band and Chorus on April 30. 

 The students participated in the Pennies for 

Patients fundraiser for the Leukemia and Lym-

phoma Society.  The classes had a competition to 

see who could raise the most money and Mrs. 

Schmitz’s Kindergarten class raised $107.59.  

Great job!  A total of $330.88 was raised for the 

school.  This is a breakdown of the classes:  Kin-

dergarten Schmitz- $107.59, Kindergarten Valleroy

-$39.09, 1st Grade-$62.80, 2nd Grade-$19.10, 3rd 

Grade-$34.35, 4th Grade $24.20, 5th Grade-$17.65, 

6th Grade-$23.33, 7th Grade-$1.77 and 8th Grade-$1.  

Thank you for your generous support. 

 May is filled with end of the year activities.  

On May 2 the 7th grade will visit COSLHS.  May 3 

is the Pizza Hut and Hummer ride from the Dinner 

Auction.  Several classes will be attending the Zoo 

on May 10.  The PTL sponsored Incredible Events 

will take place on May 17 for everyone to enjoy as 

a treat for the students (and parents)!  Don’t miss 

the fun on this night!  Our last day of school will be 

May 22 with Graduation being on May 23 at 7:30 

PM in the church.   

8th grade Graduating Class of 2013 

Gavin Braun, Taylor Dilley, Shelbie Heaton, 

Brenden Heller, Ember Marshall, Tessa Miller, 

Clara Nebel, Daulton Neuhaus, Justin Prost,  

Corey  Ratcliff, Joshua Salmann,                      

Elizabeth Unnerstall, Erica Unnerstall,              

Sydney Schweizer, Nicholaus Valerius,               

Skylar Valleroy and Cameron White 

 

The Lord has blessed us with wonderful students, 

parents, families and people to work with each and 

every day of the year.  I give thanks for these many 

people who are a blessing to me! 

    

   In His service, 

    

   Deitt Schneider 
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SCHOOL CARNIVAL-MAY 17th  

Spring into fun at this year’s School Carnival. 
 

The carnival will be held on Friday, May 17th from 4-8pm in the 

school parking lot. Bounce houses, spin art and candy making will be available for all SJL 

students to enjoy. This is a FREE EVENT sponsored by the PTL Dinner Auction. Please 

come out and enjoy the end of  the year celebration! 

 Classes fundraising for their Washington Trip can set up booths at the carnival. The 

current 7th grade class is preparing to sell hot dogs and hamburgers. If  you have any 

questions please contact: Patty Salger at 282-5338. 

STAFF APPRECIATION  
 

Staff Appreciation Week is coming up May 6 - May 10 and we are looking for help to cover 

lunch and recess duty for the teachers so they can have a break. I have listed the times 

that coverage is needed.  Please contact Janet Papenberg at 282-5696, call or text at 

(618) 531-3773 or email her at jlpapenberg@ yahoo.com.  You can also contact her at the 

school. 

  

Coverage Needed 

   1 person for each day Monday - Friday             Morning Recess 9-40 to 10-15                

   1 person  for each day Monday - Friday            Lunch 11:15 - 12:35                    

   1 person for each day Monday - Friday             Lunch Recess 11:40 - 12:45 

  

Please help out wherever you can!!! 

 

 "The Southwestern Illinois Lutherans for 

Life will be collecting items for Life Network preg-

nancy care center in Red Bud the week of May 6 in 

honor of Mother's Day.  For each item brought in 

that student will receive a ticket for a drawing to 

be held on Friday, May 10.  Three students will re-

ceive a gift card to a local restaurant. Each day we 

are requesting a different item be brought in as 

follows: Monday, May 6: baby laundry detergent 

(such as Dreft) or baby socks Tuesday, May 7: Size 

4, 5 or 6 diapers or wipes Wednesday, May 8: baby 

Tylenol drops or diaper rash ointment Thursday, 

May 9: baby lotion, shampoo or soap Friday, May 10: 

baby cereal, formula or food (such as Gerber)" 

 The Southwestern Illinois Lutherans for 

Life will be selling carnations for Mother's Day, 

Sunday, May 12 after the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

service in the Fellowship Hall and during the 

Sunday School hour in the school cafete-

ria.  Each carnation will be $1.00 each and will be 

sold on a first come/first serve basis. This is a 

wonderful opportunity for your child to purchase 

a flower for his or her Mother or Grandmothers 

to celebrate LIFE! All proceeds will benefit Lu-

therans for Life.  If you have questions, please 

contact Jennifer Roscow at mroscow@htc.net or 

282-5343." 

tel:%28618%29%20531-3773
http://yahoo.com
mailto:mroscow@htc.net


What’s Up At School In May 
 

 

 

 

1 8:30 am Chapel Svc. led by Ms. Bergelin and 6th grade 

2 7th grade will visit COSLHS 

3 11am  Pizza Hut/Limo Ride 

3-4 Rummage Sale in the gym 

4 G & B Track – Lutheran District Meet - BV East H.S. 

6-10 Faculty & Staff Appreciation Week at school 

8 6:30 pm Sports Award Banquet in the gym 

9  8:30 am Ascension Day Service 

 7:00 pm Ascension Day Evening Service 

10 Grades K-2—Zoo Field Trip 

11 Girls and Boys Track – SIJHSAA State Meet – Salem 

11-12  Girls and Boys Track – Lutheran State Meet - Chicago 

15 8:30 am Chapel Service led by Rev. Russell Koen 

16 Crossing Guard—Cardinal Ball Game 

17 4-8pm PTL Incredible Events 

19 10:30 am k-8 Choir sings during service 

22 8:30 am Closing Chapel led by Rev. Mark Nebel 

 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 7-10pm Soc-Hop in the gym 

 RBES Graduation 

23 7-8pm SJL 8th grade Graduation at Church 

24 RB High School Graduation 

27  OFFICE CLOSED—Memorial Day 

***Chapel Service Offerings for May will go to Cows/Goats/

Animal LWR 
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**In preparation for NEW State Lunch 

Guidelines for 2014 your child will start 

to see whole grain wheat bread at lunch 

and desserts will not be served very 

often.  Please encourage your child to 

try new things.  Thank you, Jill 

School Families Financial Support                 
of 

 St. John’s Lutheran School for 2013- 2014 
Book Night – July 10, 2013 

Members:            Regular and proportionate worship offerings 

Non-member Tuition:  Sister Congregations: $2000/ year 

                        Non-Lutheran: $ 2250/ year 

 

Registration / Book Fees:  $350per student 

         $300 per student for 3 or more children 

Lunch:  

Daycare – 2nd grade:  $2.10 or approx. $42/ month 

        3rd – 8th grade:   $2.20 or approx. $44/month 

   Adult:      $2.60 or approx. $52/month 

Milk:   $0.40 per carton       or approx. $8/ month 

 

Athletics:  $25/sport/child   $50 max/ child 

**Pre-K 3yr  $70/month   **Pre-K 4yr $90/month  

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL & GRADUATION:  

It has been decided that May 22nd will be our Last Day of School for 2012-

2013! We will have our Annual Picnic Day and dismiss at 11:30am!  If you are 

having lunch with us on this day please call the school or let the kitchen know 

so that we may have enough lunches prepared.  **Buses will not run – please 

make arrangements for pick up at the end of the day! Graduation Day for 

St. John’s Lutheran School will be held on May 23rd!! 

LOOKING FOR NEW  

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

We are seeking new individuals to teach 

Sunday school for the 2013-2014 school 

year. We have three positions that we need 

to fill. Materials are provided and the les-

sons are easy to present. It is important 

for our members to practice good steward-

ship and become a part of our church and 

school activities. This is a great opportunity 

to share your talents and God’s message 

with our youth. Please contact Patty Salger 

for more information (282-5338 or sal-

ger2@htc.net) 

BUILDING COMMITTEE: 

If you are interested in serving on the 

building committee for future expansion 

plans, please contact Todd Birkner at 618

-779-1381 - edging@htc.net, or Bart 

Miller at 618-282-6831 - bart@htc.net.  

mailto:edging@htc.net
mailto:bart@htc.net


Page 10 Epistle 

 ANNUAL CHICKEN DINNER 
 
The Annual Chicken Dinner is Sunday, June 2. A donation of $20 
or 3 pies is being requested from each member of St. John's  
Lutheran Congregation. If you have not been contacted to donate 
or work (L-Z), please call the church office or put your $20 dona-
tion in the offering plate and mark it "Chicken Dinner." Your sup-
port is greatly appreciated. Thank you, Kent and Karen Liefer, 
Chairman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTL Incredible Events!! 
May 17th from 4-8pm 

ATTENTION PLEASE: 
St. John’s Voter’s Assembly approved entering into 
an agreement with the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund’s (LCEF), Capital Funding Services at the April 
17, 2013 voter’s meeting.  As discussed at this meet-
ing, the goal of the Capital Funding Campaign will be 
to receive commitments for approximately three mil-
lion dollars.  Proceeds will be used for additions to 
the day care and day school and also for maintenance 
and improvements at the church.  Twelve director 
positions are now being filled for the Capital Funding 
Campaign.  These directors will work closely with the 
LCEF’s Mark Marshall and other members of the 
Church Council in preparation for contacting the en-
tire congregation regarding this expansion project.  
Please contact the office if you are interested in chair-
ing one of these positions or for any additional infor-
mation on the Capital Funding Campaign.   



Page 11 Epistle 

 

 

 

 

 

May Acolyte Schedule 2013 

04-May Saturday 5:00 Paige Moses  

05-May Sunday 8:00 Alex Quinn  

05-May Sunday 10:30 Elizabeth Schaffner  

     

09-May Thursday 8:30 Bailey Booker  

09-May  7:00pm Skylar Valleroy  

     

11-May Saturday 5:00 Caleb Langrehr  

12-May Sunday 8:00 Katie Harms Ascension Day 

12-May Sunday 10:30 Sydney Schweizer Ascension Day 

     

18-May Saturday 5:00 Bailey Montroy  

19-May Sunday 8:00 Kole Liefer  

19-May Sunday 10:30 Alyssa Heller  

     

26-May Saturday 5:00 Tanner Valleroy  

27-May Sunday 8:00 Claudia Watters  

27-May Sunday 10:30 Emmett Cowell  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04-May  Saturday 5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

05-May Sunday 8:00  Ken and Joan Voges; Ron and Diane Kunkelmann 

05-May Sunday 10:30  Glenda Baker; Ron and Donna Burgdorf  
 

 

 

11-May Saturday 5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

12-May Sunday 8:00  Kalin and Kathy Liefer; Gerald and Jill Hanebutt  

12–May  Sunday 10:30  Bob and Joyce Carnahan; Ken and Karen Wetzel  
 

 

18-May Saturday 5:00  Harold and Debbie Siegfried 

19-May Sunday 8:00  Lois Mesnarich; Roger Hanebutt; Ken and Joan Ruwald 

19-May Sunday 10:30  Gerald and Nancy Holmstrom; Carl and Flo Zschiegner 

 

 

25-May Saturday 5:00  Virginia and Mark Moeller 

26-May Sunday 8:00  Milton and Mary Ann Weber; Clyde and Kathy Rowold 

26-May Sunday 10:30  Bruce and Christa Brundage; Larry and Cindy Ebers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Greeter Schedule 2013 
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